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Water-Data Report 2012 

05388250 Upper Iowa River near Dorchester, IA 
Upper Mississippi-Maquoketa-Plum Basin 

Upper Iowa Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 43°25′16″, long 91°30′31″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in SE ¼ SW ¼ NW ¼ sec.1, T.99 N., R.6 W., Allamakee County, 
IA, Hydrologic Unit 07060002, on right bank 5 ft upstream from bridge on State Highway 76, 3.5 mi south of Dorchester, 650 ft upstream from Mineral 
Creek, 0.5 mi upstream from Bear Creek, and 18.3 mi upstream from mouth. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--770 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--Discharge measurements from September 1936 to September 1938, October 1939 to June 1975; discharge records from October 
1938 to September 1939, July 1975 to current year. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is 660.00 ft above National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929. Prior to January 6, 1938, non-recording gage at 
site of old bridge, 0.2 mi upstream, at datum 5.91 ft higher; January 6, 1938, to April 26, 1948, non-recording gage at site of old bridge at datum 60.00 
ft lower; April 27, 1948, to August 1963, non-recording gage at site of old bridge at same datum; August 1963 to June 1975, non-recording gage at 
same site and datum. 

REMARKS.--Records good except for estimated daily discharges, which are poor. U.S. Geological Survey data collection platform with satellite telemetry 
at station. 

EXTREMES OUTSIDE PERIOD OF RECORD.--Flood of May 31, 1941, reached a stage of 21.8 ft, from flood profile, discharge 30,400 ft³/s, on basis of slope-
area determination of peak flow, at current datum. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=05388250&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 276 229 199 198 209 1,410 239 489 401 240 178 137 
2 269 234 197 e190 213 859 232 525 382 233 179 135 
3 265 249 209 173 210 663 226 672 372 229 179 182 
4 264 237 238 211 212 462 218 801 369 228 196 207 
5 258 230 232 219 208 364 212 868 358 e220 207 201 

6 256 229 215 225 204 321 209 926 345 e214 212 208 
7 253 220 211 216 195 324 206 1,140 336 e209 201 183 
8 246 219 e202 190 e188 345 205 1,400 325 e198 192 171 
9 242 242 e196 192 e186 315 204 1,270 314 e190 196 164 

10 240 253 e188 195 e182 289 198 1,060 305 e179 198 161 

11 241 238 236 192 e173 275 193 923 309 e173 199 156 
12 240 231 255 e188 e175 279 192 811 301 168 197 153 
13 266 228 244 e161 e187 279 191 727 292 172 217 168 
14 266 224 238 e190 220 275 195 661 289 185 210 170 
15 251 221 231 e198 208 267 245 615 289 175 200 161 

16 243 215 219 e206 206 262 283 562 276 170 193 156 
17 237 209 208 e194 192 259 279 525 290 168 183 155 
18 234 207 e207 e164 184 251 271 494 282 183 178 154 
19 235 209 205 e158 184 245 295 474 279 212 177 153 
20 234 209 201 e134 181 261 592 457 282 231 180 150 

21 232 205 202 e144 185 252 947 434 309 221 176 151 
22 232 205 197 e184 189 244 982 416 271 208 172 154 
23 233 206 e194 227 193 266 810 401 257 202 172 150 
24 235 206 e199 226 195 276 695 391 257 205 194 149 
25 235 205 e203 216 193 268 619 412 260 193 184 149 

26 232 212 e204 213 177 266 557 409 257 187 173 147 
27 229 208 e203 207 175 260 501 409 254 182 157 145 
28 225 203 199 205 183 252 473 400 251 178 147 144 
29 224 201 191 200 620 238 457 384 246 182 145 145 
30 233 199 195 197 --- 247 489 378 243 184 143 144 
31 239 --- 197 201 --- 244 --- 404 --- 181 139 --- 

Total 7,565 6,583 6,515 6,014 6,027 10,818 11,415 19,838 9,001 6,100 5,674 4,803 
Mean 244 219 210 194 208 349 380 640 300 197 183 160 
Max 276 253 255 227 620 1,410 982 1,400 401 240 217 208 
Min 224 199 188 134 173 238 191 378 243 168 139 135 
Ac-ft 15,010 13,060 12,920 11,930 11,950 21,460 22,640 39,350 17,850 12,100 11,250 9,530 
Cfsm 0.32 0.28 0.27 0.25 0.27 0.45 0.49 0.83 0.39 0.26 0.24 0.21 
In. 0.37 0.32 0.31 0.29 0.29 0.52 0.55 0.96 0.43 0.29 0.27 0.23 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1939 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 427 418 331 261 393 993 1,067 868 989 676 569 454 
Max 2,045 1,476 1,421 836 1,400 2,219 3,973 2,066 4,837 3,318 3,702 1,334 
(WY) (1987) (1983) (1983) (1983) (1984) (2011) (1993) (1991) (2008) (1993) (1993) (1986) 
Min 116 125 99.9 96.7 112 221 225 175 123 92.9 112 77.5 
(WY) (1990) (1990) (1990) (1977) (1978) (2003) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1939) (1989) (1939) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2011 Water Year 2012 Water Years 1939 - 2012 
Annual total  279,905    100,353    
Annual mean  767    274    623   
Highest annual mean    1,726 1993  
Lowest annual mean    178 1977  
Highest daily mean  6,720 Mar 24   1,410 Mar   1   28,400 Jun   9, 2008  
Lowest daily mean  188 Dec 10   134 Jan 20   30 Sep 23, 1939  
Annual seven-day minimum  199 Dec 25   143 Aug 27   49 Sep 20, 1939  
Maximum peak flow   1,940 Mar   1   31,200 Jun   9, 2008  
Maximum peak stage   9.90 Mar   1   22.46 Jun   9, 2008  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  555,200    199,100    451,200   
Annual runoff (cfsm)  0.996    0.356    0.809   
Annual runoff (inches)  13.52    4.85    10.99   
10 percent exceeds  1,550    441    1,330   
50 percent exceeds  413    215    370   
90 percent exceeds  214    170    148   
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