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Water-Data Report 2012 

02387500 OOSTANAULA RIVER AT RESACA, GA 
Coosa-Tallapoosa Basin 

Oostanaula Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 34°34'37.6", long 84°56'30.67" referenced to North American Datum of 1983, Gordon County, GA, Hydrologic Unit 03150103, on 
downstream side of center pier of bridge on US 41 at Resaca, 200 feet downstream from Nashville, Chattanooga, & St. Louis Railway bridge, 0.8 
miles upstream from Camp Creek, and 3.5 miles downstream from confluence of Conasauga and Coosawattee Rivers. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--1,602 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--Discharge: October 1892 to current year. Monthly discharge only for October 1892, published in WSP 1304. 

Gage-height: October 1998 to current year. Gage-height records collected at same site since 1892 are contained in reports of National Weather 
Service. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 697: 1896-1928.  WSP 1504: 1897-1903, 1905-07, 1909, 1912-13, 1914-15(M), 1916-18, 1919(M), 1920-22. 1923(M), 1924, 1927, 
1929-30, 1932, 1933(M), 1936(M), 1938(M), 1946- 47(M).  WDR GA-80-1:  Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Satellite telemetry with a water-stage recorder.  Datum of gage is 604.14 feet above National Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD) of 1929 (levels by 
Corps of Engineers).  Since June 1, 1979, an auxiliary water-stage recorder has been located at Calhoun waterworks intake 6.5 miles downstream.  
From October 28, 1948, to May 31, 1979, a non-recording auxiliary gage was located at GA 136 connector 7.1 miles downstream. 

COOPERATION.--U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Mobile District. 

REMARKS.--Discharge records good. Gage-height records good. Flow regulated by Carters Lake and re-regulation dam. Statistics prior to regulation are 
available upon request. 

EXTREMES OUTSIDE PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum stage known since at least 1834, 36.6 feet, April 1, 1886, from information by Georgia Department of 
Archives; discharge 68,600 cfs. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum discharge recorded, 10,600 cfs, December 1; maximum gage-height recorded, 15.57 feet, December 1; 
minimum gage-height recorded, 1.38 feet, July 1, 3-4; minimum daily discharge, 308 cfs, July 4. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=02387500&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 476 588 10,400 2,880 3,550 1,730 3,460 791 1,270 314 497 360 
2 465 542 7,840 2,710 5,300 1,730 2,560 754 1,210 329 552 365 
3 455 524 2,580 2,650 5,220 5,840 2,490 1,330 1,150 321 721 450 
4 441 603 2,060 3,180 3,500 6,620 2,320 1,630 1,320 308 827 741 
5 417 681 1,880 2,500 3,840 4,260 2,210 1,580 1,350 319 687 752 

6 401 745 1,860 1,750 4,330 4,480 2,090 1,250 940 465 621 641 
7 395 655 5,590 1,510 3,550 4,100 2,270 1,190 781 514 662 540 
8 386 603 8,170 1,730 2,980 3,830 1,860 1,300 713 493 566 461 
9 386 559 8,470 2,380 2,690 5,870 1,710 1,040 943 479 647 444 

10 393 553 6,240 2,400 2,510 7,530 1,600 1,060 1,090 533 695 426 

11 403 558 3,280 3,160 2,800 4,750 1,510 1,020 1,080 732 802 412 
12 445 554 2,770 5,630 2,860 3,320 1,460 962 899 701 830 380 
13 750 560 2,520 5,590 2,750 2,980 1,140 1,150 868 993 794 376 
14 714 535 2,340 3,690 2,700 2,910 1,030 1,830 796 840 883 361 
15 579 528 2,220 2,810 2,710 2,590 1,000 1,700 721 746 933 368 

16 542 717 2,160 2,360 2,680 2,630 1,010 1,540 675 801 875 366 
17 516 2,430 2,210 2,130 2,700 4,670 1,360 1,350 643 671 678 378 
18 461 3,240 2,430 5,750 2,330 5,620 1,450 1,120 614 601 595 1,100 
19 1,230 1,730 2,080 8,370 2,430 5,040 1,910 1,030 597 666 768 2,670 
20 3,620 1,200 1,930 8,460 3,500 4,480 1,910 1,030 571 878 961 2,110 

21 2,940 1,000 2,110 6,400 3,280 4,060 1,850 1,070 438 717 871 1,050 
22 1,230 876 4,140 7,230 2,680 3,340 1,820 1,160 386 972 634 731 
23 894 1,480 7,810 7,990 2,650 2,610 1,770 1,300 393 1,170 483 596 
24 755 2,170 7,820 9,810 2,660 2,670 1,720 1,150 495 921 435 496 
25 669 1,690 6,260 8,430 2,010 2,700 1,200 1,060 489 737 403 451 

26 592 1,220 3,170 6,150 1,700 2,430 868 983 416 649 397 420 
27 558 1,110 4,020 6,770 1,550 2,230 855 942 374 579 385 394 
28 521 5,490 5,850 7,350 1,640 2,020 838 905 349 567 398 381 
29 530 9,560 4,780 5,870 1,680 1,640 842 886 328 558 388 398 
30 569 9,410 3,670 4,560 --- 1,550 814 1,220 312 523 372 418 
31 595 --- 3,190 4,070 --- 3,140 --- 1,510 --- 506 369 --- 

Total 23,328 52,111 131,850 146,270 84,780 113,370 48,927 36,843 22,211 19,603 19,729 19,036 
Mean 753 1,737 4,253 4,718 2,923 3,657 1,631 1,188 740 632 636 635 
Max 3,620 9,560 10,400 9,810 5,300 7,530 3,460 1,830 1,350 1,170 961 2,670 
Min 386 524 1,860 1,510 1,550 1,550 814 754 312 308 369 360 
Cfsm 0.47 1.08 2.65 2.95 1.82 2.28 1.02 0.74 0.46 0.39 0.40 0.40 
In. 0.54 1.21 3.06 3.40 1.97 2.63 1.14 0.86 0.52 0.46 0.46 0.44 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1975 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 1,328 2,018 2,986 4,067 4,373 5,125 4,077 2,791 1,798 1,649 1,155 1,225 
Max 5,843 6,282 8,388 8,517 15,450 13,530 10,630 10,330 6,110 5,764 3,317 4,262 
(WY) (1990) (2005) (1983) (1982) (1990) (1980) (1977) (2003) (1989) (2003) (2003) (2004) 
Min 298 447 629 830 1,328 1,314 1,060 674 397 452 416 372 
(WY) (2008) (2008) (1988) (1981) (2007) (1988) (1986) (2007) (1988) (1988) (2011) (2010) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2011 Water Year 2012 Water Years 1975 - 2012 
Annual total  873,360    718,058    
Annual mean  2,393    1,962    2,708   
Highest annual mean    5,056 1990  
Lowest annual mean    978 1988  
Highest daily mean  15,500 Mar 11   10,400 Dec   1   44,400 Feb 18, 1990  
Lowest daily mean  319 Sep   2   308 Jul   4   246 Oct 18, 2007  
Annual seven-day minimum  333 Aug 25   319 Jun 29   255 Oct 14, 2007  
Maximum peak flow   10,600 Dec   1   45,500 Feb 18, 1990  
Maximum peak stage   15.57 Dec   1   32.59 Feb 18, 1990  
Annual runoff (cfsm)  1.49    1.22    1.69   
Annual runoff (inches)  20.28    16.67    22.97   
10 percent exceeds  6,290    4,760    6,000   
50 percent exceeds  1,250    1,130    1,680   
90 percent exceeds  455    415    535   
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GAGE HEIGHT, FEET 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 1.96 2.26 15.33 6.40 7.37 4.51 7.24 2.67 3.66 1.41 1.94 1.55 
2 1.93 2.14 12.52 6.14 9.68 4.52 5.90 2.58 3.54 1.46 2.08 1.57 
3 1.90 2.09 5.92 6.04 9.58 10.24 5.78 3.76 3.42 1.43 2.50 1.81 
4 1.87 2.29 5.08 6.84 7.30 11.28 5.51 4.33 3.76 1.40 2.75 2.55 
5 1.80 2.48 4.78 5.80 7.76 8.34 5.33 4.24 3.81 1.43 2.42 2.58 

6 1.75 2.64 4.74 4.54 8.44 8.64 5.14 3.62 2.99 1.85 2.26 2.31 
7 1.73 2.42 9.93 4.10 7.37 8.14 5.43 3.52 2.64 1.98 2.36 2.05 
8 1.71 2.29 13.03 4.50 6.55 7.77 4.75 3.72 2.48 1.93 2.12 1.84 
9 1.71 2.18 13.35 5.62 6.10 10.32 4.48 3.20 2.99 1.89 2.32 1.79 

10 1.73 2.17 10.77 5.65 5.82 12.31 4.27 3.26 3.31 2.03 2.44 1.74 

11 1.76 2.18 6.98 6.76 6.26 8.97 4.11 3.16 3.28 2.52 2.69 1.70 
12 1.88 2.17 6.22 10.09 6.36 7.03 4.02 3.05 2.91 2.45 2.75 1.61 
13 2.63 2.19 5.83 10.04 6.19 6.55 3.41 3.41 2.84 3.11 2.67 1.60 
14 2.56 2.12 5.55 7.55 6.11 6.44 3.18 4.68 2.68 2.78 2.87 1.55 
15 2.23 2.10 5.35 6.28 6.12 5.95 3.13 4.46 2.50 2.56 2.98 1.58 

16 2.14 2.55 5.25 5.58 6.08 6.00 3.14 4.16 2.39 2.69 2.85 1.57 
17 2.07 5.73 5.33 5.19 6.11 8.87 3.84 3.81 2.31 2.38 2.40 1.60 
18 1.92 6.98 5.69 10.18 5.53 10.09 4.01 3.38 2.24 2.21 2.19 3.21 
19 3.60 4.59 5.12 13.24 5.68 9.36 4.83 3.19 2.20 2.37 2.61 6.06 
20 7.53 3.60 4.86 13.32 7.30 8.64 4.83 3.18 2.13 2.86 3.04 5.14 

21 6.52 3.21 5.15 11.01 6.98 8.08 4.72 3.26 1.77 2.49 2.85 3.22 
22 3.66 2.94 8.16 11.98 6.09 7.07 4.67 3.45 1.63 3.05 2.29 2.52 
23 2.98 4.12 12.62 12.80 6.04 5.98 4.58 3.72 1.65 3.48 1.90 2.20 
24 2.66 5.35 12.64 14.76 6.05 6.07 4.49 3.43 1.93 2.95 1.77 1.94 
25 2.45 4.51 10.81 13.29 5.00 6.11 3.52 3.25 1.92 2.54 1.68 1.81 

26 2.26 3.64 6.81 10.73 4.45 5.69 2.84 3.09 1.72 2.33 1.66 1.73 
27 2.18 3.42 7.97 11.44 4.18 5.36 2.81 3.00 1.59 2.15 1.63 1.65 
28 2.08 9.69 10.36 12.11 4.35 5.02 2.77 2.92 1.52 2.12 1.66 1.62 
29 2.11 14.49 9.02 10.38 4.43 4.36 2.78 2.88 1.46 2.10 1.63 1.66 
30 2.21 14.35 7.54 8.75 --- 4.18 2.72 3.55 1.41 2.01 1.59 1.72 
31 2.27 --- 6.85 8.10 --- 6.75 --- 4.11 --- 1.96 1.58 --- 

Mean 2.51 4.10 8.05 8.68 6.39 7.38 4.27 3.49 2.49 2.26 2.27 2.18 
Max 7.53 14.49 15.33 14.76 9.68 12.31 7.24 4.68 3.81 3.48 3.04 6.06 
Min 1.71 2.09 4.74 4.10 4.18 4.18 2.72 2.58 1.41 1.40 1.58 1.55 

 
 Calendar Year 2011 Water Year 2012 

Mean 5.05 4.51 
Max 20.34 15.33 
Min 1.33 1.40 
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CLIMATOLOGICAL RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--June 2001 to current year. 

INSTRUMENTATION.--Tipping-bucket raingage. 

 
PRECIPITATION, TOTAL, INCHES 

WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 
DAILY SUM VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.77 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.14 0.00 0.43 0.10 
2 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.96 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.50 0.00 0.49 
3 0.00 0.73 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.59 0.00 0.15 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.43 
4 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.30 0.00 0.00 0.05 1.35 0.10 0.00 0.60 
5 0.00 0.00 0.02 0.00 0.02 0.00 0.25 0.00 0.34 0.00 0.00 0.00 

6 0.00 0.00 1.47 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00 
7 0.00 0.00 0.83 0.50 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.20 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
8 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.39 0.00 0.86 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.14 0.14 
9 0.00 0.17 0.00 0.20 0.00 0.81 0.00 0.09 0.00 0.14 0.83 0.00 

10 0.04 0.00 0.00 0.10 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.61 0.64 0.70 0.00 

11 0.43 0.00 0.00 0.55 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.32 0.03 0.40 0.00 
12 0.00 0.00 0.02 0.03 0.00 0.06 0.00 0.02 0.00 0.98 0.00 0.00 
13 0.18 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.09 0.00 1.95 0.00 0.31 0.93 0.00 
14 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.10 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.69 0.34 0.00 
15 0.00 0.29 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.09 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.30 0.00 0.00 

16 0.00 0.93 0.47 0.00 0.18 0.11 0.27 0.00 0.00 0.04 0.00 0.00 
17 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.25 0.00 0.49 0.12 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.00 1.19 
18 1.59 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.17 0.00 0.27 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.28 1.02 
19 0.60 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.62 0.00 0.00 0.03 0.00 0.00 0.53 0.00 
20 0.00 0.03 0.18 0.62 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.64 0.31 0.00 

21 0.01 0.01 0.58 0.38 0.02 0.00 0.01 0.50 0.00 0.09 0.00 0.00 
22 0.00 0.55 0.96 0.00 0.01 0.50 0.00 0.52 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
23 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.31 0.00 0.23 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
24 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.10 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
25 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

26 0.00 0.00 0.07 0.56 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
27 0.00 1.77 1.18 0.02 0.00 0.00 0.02 0.00 0.00 0.02 0.00 0.00 
28 0.06 1.90 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.37 0.07 0.10 
29 0.00 0.06 0.00 0.00 0.21 0.00 0.00 0.53 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.06 
30 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 --- 0.16 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.04 
31 0.00 --- 0.00 0.00 --- 0.44 --- 0.00 --- 0.33 0.00 --- 

Total 2.92 6.44 5.80 5.92 2.40 5.49 0.95 4.05 2.76 6.20 4.96 6.17 
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