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Water-Data Report 2012 

02082506 TAR RIVER BELOW TAR RIVER RESERVOIR NEAR ROCKY MOUNT, NC 
Pamlico Basin 

Upper Tar Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 35°54′02″, long 77°51′56″ referenced to North American Datum of 1983, Nash County, NC, Hydrologic Unit 03020101, on left bank at 
downstream side of bridge on Secondary Road 1544, 1.8 mi downstream of Tar River Reservoir, 2.8 mi downstream of Sapony Creek, 2.9 mi upstream 
from Grape Branch, and 5.0 mi southwest of Rocky Mount. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--777 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--August 1972 to March 2012 (discontinued). 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is 84.85 ft above North American Vertical Datum of 1988. Satellite telemetry at streamgage. 

REMARKS.--Records fair except those for estimated daily discharges, which are poor.  Minimum discharge for period of record and current water year due 
to regulation.  Maximum gage height for period of record from floodmarks. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=02082506&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 193 117 525 356 308 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 
2 177 185 592 329 284 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 
3 169 225 429 308 265 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 
4 142 334 336 275 257 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 
5 110 785 280 249 308 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 

6 88 1,460 255 240 363 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 
7 73 933 251 233 366 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 
8 61 517 235 225 353 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 
9 50 355 248 240 321 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 

10 45 283 379 243 299 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 

11 e43 235 402 256 285 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 
12 e55 201 327 353 265 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 
13 60 180 275 395 243 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 
14 77 167 248 399 200 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 
15 70 161 237 360 150 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 

16 68 166 222 314 206 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 
17 75 170 243 288 258 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 
18 72 175 295 268 284 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 
19 78 181 328 269 305 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 
20 78 207 284 261 463 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 

21 58 221 266 286 588 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 
22 74 226 284 348 614 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 
23 84 234 301 392 590 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 
24 92 244 474 388 555 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 
25 94 247 529 349 482 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 

26 91 225 425 315 485 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 
27 85 208 364 331 526 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 
28 76 198 360 418 462 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 
29 83 255 421 423 410 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 
30 81 385 460 424 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 
31 81 --- 414 361 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 

Total 2,683 9,480 10,689 9,896 10,495 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 
Mean 86.5 316 345 319 362 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 
Max 193 1,460 592 424 614 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 
Min 43 117 222 225 150 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1972 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 355 554 761 1,177 1,244 1,595 1,074 646 504 406 362 531 
Max 2,157 2,481 2,406 2,794 3,002 3,829 2,864 2,123 2,064 2,321 1,224 6,436 
(WY) (2000) (2007) (1973) (1978) (1998) (1998) (1987) (1989) (1982) (1975) (2004) (1999) 
Min 12.3 12.6 109 186 275 308 284 128 72.7 53.9 58.7 30.3 
(WY) (2008) (2008) (1992) (1981) (2011) (2006) (1981) (2002) (2002) (2002) (2008) (2007) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2011 Water Years 1972 - 2012 
Annual total  99,006    
Annual mean  271    771   
Highest annual mean   1,471 1973  
Lowest annual mean   211 1981  
Highest daily mean  2,660 Apr   1   25,000 Sep 17, 1999  
Lowest daily mean  43 Aug 13   4.1 Oct 28, 2007  
Annual seven-day minimum  53 Aug   2   7.7 Oct 22, 2007  
Maximum peak flow   29,300 Sep 16, 1999  
Maximum peak stage   a32.89 Sep 16, 1999  
Instantaneous low flow   a3.4 Oct 27, 2007  
10 percent exceeds  537    1,830   
50 percent exceeds  184    360   
90 percent exceeds  66    87   
a See Remarks. 
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