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Water-Data Report 2012 

01606000 NORTH FORK SOUTH BRANCH POTOMAC RIVER AT CABINS, WV 
Potomac Basin 

South Branch Potomac Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 38°59′04″, long 79°14′02″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, Grant County, WV, Hydrologic Unit 02070001, on right bank 10 ft 
upstream from bridge on County Route 28/11, 2 mi downstream from Jordan Run, 6 mi west of Petersburg, at Cabins, and at mile 2.9. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--310 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--March 1940 to September 1961 (daily discharge and peaks), October 1961 to September 1978 (annual maxima), October 1978 to 
September 1980, and April 1998 to current year (daily discharge and peaks). 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 1272: 1945. WDR-US-2006: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder with satellite telemeter. Datum of gage is 1,045.42 ft above NAVD 88 (VERTCON conversion of 1,045.85 ft above NGVD 29). 
Prior to Oct. 1, 1980, at site 370 ft upstream at datum 4.28 ft higher. Prior to Oct. 1, 1965, published as North Fork of South Branch Potomac River at 
Cabins. 

REMARKS.--Records good except those for period of estimated daily discharge, which are poor. 

EXTREMES OUTSIDE PERIOD OF RECORD.--Flood of Mar. 17, 1936, reached a stage of 12.80 ft, from floodmarks at site 370 ft upstream at datum then in 
use, discharge not determined. Discharge, 90,000 ft³/s, Nov. 5, 1985, from slope-area measurement, highest since 1878. Estimated discharge, 80,000 
ft³/s, Sept. 6, 1996, from modification of Nov. 5, 1985, slope-area measurement, highest since 1986. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Peak discharges greater than base discharge of 3,300 ft³/s and (or) maximum (*): 

Date Time 
Discharge 

(ft³/s) 
Gage height 

(ft) 

Nov 23 1100 3,670 7.64 
Dec   8 0100 4,400 7.99 
Mar   1 0400 *7,070 *9.05 
Mar   3 0730 4,270 7.93 

Minimum discharge, 14 ft³/s, Sept. 16, 17. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=01606000&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 36 432 1,280 515 459 5,200 492 291 141 53 256 16 
2 51 443 908 478 469 2,450 447 421 141 45 176 20 
3 92 440 690 438 502 3,560 385 595 123 36 112 52 
4 162 420 554 370 462 2,410 346 536 103 31 109 49 
5 190 362 469 376 474 1,530 320 526 92 28 103 38 

6 154 305 426 339 439 1,060 287 1,200 89 26 79 34 
7 118 265 1,180 353 413 842 256 847 91 23 66 29 
8 96 232 3,230 394 390 730 231 693 87 21 58 26 
9 82 207 1,780 369 373 659 217 747 73 31 49 26 

10 71 189 1,190 356 345 564 208 675 62 64 47 26 

11 63 171 869 346 339 498 191 550 56 48 44 24 
12 99 155 682 1,130 287 451 182 442 58 35 38 22 
13 583 140 563 1,280 e265 424 167 368 62 30 33 20 
14 904 130 483 1,080 285 385 154 573 62 29 38 18 
15 953 122 456 871 272 347 146 1,250 53 37 46 16 

16 629 210 454 687 282 321 139 977 46 89 53 15 
17 441 833 407 840 570 301 129 742 41 78 43 14 
18 332 686 369 1,340 619 295 131 568 157 54 37 32 
19 272 530 334 1,170 579 325 157 444 165 147 35 275 
20 311 440 308 946 521 340 144 355 97 118 34 135 

21 316 403 291 780 449 442 130 294 74 251 33 85 
22 272 635 372 649 412 435 127 268 98 246 35 62 
23 242 2,790 1,000 552 441 406 130 259 88 129 30 49 
24 218 2,020 1,160 529 742 431 141 236 64 168 27 40 
25 195 1,230 945 475 1,030 658 137 208 51 773 27 34 

26 173 857 763 450 825 733 146 169 43 306 30 34 
27 170 648 657 534 704 651 161 154 38 185 27 38 
28 211 520 768 644 620 580 155 158 34 143 24 47 
29 252 1,350 682 605 1,480 602 251 152 31 104 22 49 
30 266 2,020 625 560 --- 551 297 205 38 82 20 38 
31 365 --- 572 504 --- 553 --- 175 --- 77 18 --- 

Total 8,319 19,185 24,467 19,960 15,048 28,734 6,404 15,078 2,358 3,487 1,749 1,363 
Mean 268 640 789 644 519 927 213 486 78.6 112 56.4 45.4 
Max 953 2,790 3,230 1,340 1,480 5,200 492 1,250 165 773 256 275 
Min 36 122 291 339 265 295 127 152 31 21 18 14 
Cfsm 0.87 2.06 2.55 2.08 1.67 2.99 0.69 1.57 0.25 0.36 0.18 0.15 
In. 1.00 2.30 2.94 2.40 1.81 3.45 0.77 1.81 0.28 0.42 0.21 0.16 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1940 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 146 235 423 510 639 915 810 607 299 129 125 127 
Max 913 994 1,114 1,053 1,473 1,724 1,847 1,404 1,133 655 767 678 
(WY) (1980) (2004) (1949) (1952) (1961) (2007) (2011) (2003) (2003) (1949) (1955) (1950) 
Min 7.08 16.2 30.2 116 142 228 213 134 55.6 16.9 12.0 6.83 
(WY) (1954) (1954) (1999) (1956) (1941) (2006) (2012) (1941) (1999) (1999) (1999) (1953) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2011 Water Year 2012 Water Years 1940 - 2012 
Annual total  222,186    146,152    
Annual mean  609    399    411   
Highest annual mean    814 2003  
Lowest annual mean    213 1959  
Highest daily mean  6,790 Apr 13   5,200 Mar   1   10,600 Aug 18, 1955  
Lowest daily mean  a14 Aug   3 b  14 Sep 17   5.0 Oct   1, 1953 c 
Annual seven-day minimum  15 Jul 31   18 Sep 11   5.1 Sep 30, 1953  
Maximum peak flow   7,070 Mar   1   d90,000 Nov   5, 1985  
Maximum peak stage   9.05 Mar   1   (e) Nov   5, 1985  
Instantaneous low flow   14 Sep 16 f  5.0 Oct   1, 1953 c 
Annual runoff (cfsm)  1.96    1.29    1.33   
Annual runoff (inches)  26.66    17.54    18.02   
10 percent exceeds  1,490    850    1,000   
50 percent exceeds  285    270    194   
90 percent exceeds  29    34    25   
a Estimated. 
b Also Aug. 4, 5. 
c Also Oct. 2-5, 9-11, 1953.  
d From slope-area measurement. 
e Stage not determined. 
f Also Sept. 17. 
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