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Water-Data Report 2012 

01034000 PISCATAQUIS RIVER AT MEDFORD, ME 
Penobscot Basin 

Piscataquis Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 45°15′38″, long 68°52′07″ referenced to North American Datum of 1983, Piscataquis County, ME, Hydrologic Unit 01020004, on left bank 
2.0 mi southwest of Medford, and 3.3 mi downstream from Pleasant River. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--1,162 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.-- 
DISCHARGE: June 1924 to September 1982, October 1989 to current year. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 1231: 1936. WSP 1301: 1925-29(M). WDR ME-81-1: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder and crest-stage gage. Datum of gage is 248.68 ft above National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929. Prior to Aug. 14, 1929, 
nonrecording gage at site 1.8 mi downstream at different datum. 

REMARKS.--Records good, except for periods of ice effect, Dec. 12-15, and Dec. 19 to Mar. 9, which are poor. Flow regulated by Sebec Lake, 15 mi 
upstream, and other small reservoirs and power plants above station, usable capacity about 2.511 billion ft³. Satellite telemeter at station. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 60,100 ft³/s, Nov. 4, 1966, gage height, 15.58 ft; minimum discharge, 77 ft³/s, Sept. 20, 2001, 
gage height, 1.10 ft. 

EXTREMES OUTSIDE PERIOD OF RECORD.--Flood of May 1, 1923 reached a stage of 20.8 ft, former site and datum, discharge not determined. Maximum 
discharge since at least 1923, 85,000 ft³/s, Apr. 1, 1987, gage height 18.65 ft, present datum, from floodmarks, from rating curve extended above 
32,000 ft³/s. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum discharge, 18,400 ft³/s, June 27, gage height, 8.88 ft; minimum discharge, 201 ft³/s, Aug. 8, gage height, 1.53 
ft. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=01034000&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 1,010 2,120 4,250 e1,880 e919 e650 2,990 4,500 1,780 5,560 269 257 
2 1,230 2,090 3,480 e2,210 e908 e650 2,950 4,140 1,430 4,370 264 239 
3 2,080 2,010 2,800 e2,380 e875 e647 2,900 3,580 1,600 3,650 256 224 
4 3,350 1,800 2,410 e2,020 e837 e703 2,750 3,190 10,400 2,860 251 216 
5 3,990 1,780 2,160 e1,650 e820 e739 2,620 3,390 11,500 2,490 244 591 

6 3,400 1,620 2,040 e1,400 e801 e724 2,480 3,450 7,290 2,110 234 2,340 
7 2,600 1,380 2,050 e1,240 e788 e689 2,320 3,230 5,360 1,620 218 2,220 
8 2,170 1,300 3,210 e1,120 e766 e624 2,220 2,920 4,290 1,430 209 1,650 
9 1,870 1,250 4,070 e1,040 e744 e1,390 2,110 3,550 3,950 1,230 217 1,290 

10 1,910 1,200 3,300 e974 e727 2,150 2,240 6,010 3,680 925 274 1,800 

11 1,830 1,620 2,760 e915 e715 2,140 2,330 10,000 3,040 864 345 1,610 
12 1,730 2,910 e2,270 e865 e697 1,760 2,250 7,670 2,360 785 580 970 
13 1,680 2,370 e2,050 e870 e680 1,790 2,080 5,910 2,020 686 669 687 
14 1,780 1,990 e1,890 e870 e667 2,150 1,520 4,990 2,490 536 597 684 
15 5,190 1,740 e1,740 e831 e656 2,200 1,230 4,580 2,410 494 491 530 

16 7,050 1,570 2,840 e804 e648 1,900 1,160 4,550 1,860 489 567 376 
17 4,920 1,530 3,350 e831 e656 1,880 1,160 3,720 1,370 1,180 3,730 325 
18 3,890 1,790 2,590 e865 e717 2,490 1,130 3,220 1,270 1,440 3,770 299 
19 3,230 1,710 e1,810 e850 e717 4,700 1,050 2,770 1,120 1,250 2,490 338 
20 3,080 1,660 e1,600 e813 e705 7,600 962 2,450 1,030 837 1,810 1,530 

21 3,610 1,620 e1,510 e804 e675 10,300 893 2,210 979 649 1,130 1,530 
22 3,390 1,560 e1,510 e790 e649 12,400 878 2,020 925 543 860 1,230 
23 2,990 1,520 e1,650 e726 e673 11,900 2,330 1,920 1,180 453 743 1,100 
24 2,680 1,530 e1,600 e840 e668 9,410 14,600 1,910 6,600 411 499 902 
25 2,480 1,580 e1,460 e1,470 e718 7,270 12,900 1,470 4,870 381 436 916 

26 2,440 1,570 e1,360 e1,460 e731 6,060 8,200 1,300 8,260 345 382 893 
27 2,260 1,690 e1,380 e1,250 e690 5,050 7,040 1,200 16,500 323 350 835 
28 2,080 1,940 e1,680 e1,160 e675 4,140 8,200 1,080 14,600 307 336 855 
29 1,930 2,210 e3,240 e1,120 e662 3,810 6,610 1,130 9,310 296 316 911 
30 1,900 2,500 e2,780 e1,040 --- 3,440 5,320 1,730 7,000 288 294 1,340 
31 2,000 --- e1,830 e983 --- 3,150 --- 2,060 --- 280 274 --- 

Total 85,750 53,160 72,670 36,071 21,184 114,506 107,423 105,850 140,474 39,082 23,105 28,688 
Mean 2,766 1,772 2,344 1,164 730 3,694 3,581 3,415 4,682 1,261 745 956 
Max 7,050 2,910 4,250 2,380 919 12,400 14,600 10,000 16,500 5,560 3,770 2,340 
Min 1,010 1,200 1,360 726 648 624 878 1,080 925 280 209 216 
Cfsm 2.38 1.52 2.02 1.00 0.63 3.18 3.08 2.94 4.03 1.08 0.64 0.82 
In. 2.75 1.70 2.33 1.15 0.68 3.67 3.44 3.39 4.50 1.25 0.74 0.92 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1924 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 1,762 2,803 2,444 1,472 1,352 2,364 7,242 4,603 1,940 1,100 801 942 
Max 9,242 7,672 11,590 5,222 5,659 14,520 13,520 10,920 4,682 5,162 3,686 5,426 
(WY) (2006) (1964) (1974) (2006) (1970) (1936) (2005) (1969) (2012) (1996) (1954) (1954) 
Min 276 325 363 339 334 513 2,876 1,032 623 249 133 149 
(WY) (1936) (2002) (1930) (1948) (1980) (1967) (1981) (2010) (1941) (1991) (2010) (1995) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2011 Water Year 2012 Water Years 1924 - 2012 
Annual total  1,067,639    827,963    
Annual mean  2,925    2,262    2,402   
Highest annual mean    3,818 2006  
Lowest annual mean    1,254 1957  
Highest daily mean  20,500 Apr 18   16,500 Jun 27   52,900 Nov   4, 1966  
Lowest daily mean  179 Jul 25   209 Aug   8   79 Sep 20, 2001  
Annual seven-day minimum  201 Jul 21   233 Aug   3   90 Sep 16, 2001  
Maximum peak flow   18,400 Jun 27   60,100 Nov   4, 1966  
Maximum peak stage   8.88 Jun 27   15.58 Nov   4, 1966  
Instantaneous low flow   201 Aug   8   77 Sep 20, 2001  
Annual runoff (cfsm)  2.52    1.95    2.07   
Annual runoff (inches)  34.18    26.51    28.08   
10 percent exceeds  7,200    4,620    5,740   
50 percent exceeds  1,810    1,600    1,230   
90 percent exceeds  487    490    418   
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