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Water-Data Report 2012 

01031500 PISCATAQUIS RIVER NEAR DOVER-FOXCROFT, ME 
Penobscot Basin 

Piscataquis Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 45°10′30″, long 69°18′53″ referenced to North American Datum of 1983, Piscataquis County, ME, Hydrologic Unit 01020004, on left bank 
30 ft downstream from Lows Bridge, 1.0 mi upstream from Black Stream, and 4.7 mi upstream from Dover-Foxcroft. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--298 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.-- 
DISCHARGE: August 1902 to current year. Daily gage height and monthly discharge only for August to September 1902. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 279: 1902. WSP 1201: 1903-17, 1918-30(M), 1934-35. WSP 1301: 1909(M). WDR ME-81-1: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder and crest-stage gage. Datum of gage is 358.47 ft above National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929. Prior to July 20, 1930, 
nonrecording gage at same site and datum. 

REMARKS.--Records good, except for periods of ice effect, Nov. 23-24, Dec. 11-14, and Dec. 18 to Mar. 19, which are fair. Low flow may be regulated by 
operation of mills above station. Satellite telemeter at station. Gage is operated in conjunction with a co-located precipitation gage (station 
451031069185301). 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 37,300 ft³/s, Apr. 1, 1987, gage height, 22.62 ft, from rating curve extended above 20,000 ft³/s 
on basis of slope-area measurement; minimum discharge, 5.0 ft³/s, Aug. 6, 1905, Nov. 22, 1908. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum discharge, 7,650 ft³/s, Apr. 24, gage height, 9.25 ft; minimum discharge, 28 ft³/s, Aug. 9, gage height, 1.72 ft. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=01031500&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 260 493 1,460 e507 e206 e134 600 877 368 778 54 46 
2 458 503 963 e615 e200 e133 635 993 276 570 52 42 
3 1,240 489 736 e644 e191 e132 633 885 1,290 457 49 39 
4 1,290 466 610 e519 e182 e144 581 862 6,010 369 46 37 
5 1,560 416 547 e415 e178 e145 550 1,170 3,560 359 43 344 

6 1,070 367 511 e342 e173 e140 490 971 1,870 335 39 813 
7 768 336 529 e297 e171 e132 444 762 1,240 283 37 463 
8 609 319 1,010 e262 e163 e128 411 655 954 244 35 287 
9 505 298 1,010 e235 e158 e312 442 1,060 1,050 202 33 332 

10 417 290 765 e216 e154 e533 514 2,090 834 171 49 312 

11 354 1,060 e595 e202 e149 e430 515 2,650 630 152 203 215 
12 311 1,060 e503 e191 e145 e366 481 1,580 492 137 201 162 
13 296 767 e458 e191 e141 e481 455 1,110 478 123 155 129 
14 473 622 e438 e191 e137 e655 407 913 734 112 117 105 
15 2,840 541 449 e182 e134 e609 379 881 557 106 91 91 

16 1,900 472 739 e175 e133 e503 368 982 410 578 505 77 
17 1,220 433 727 e183 e137 e571 368 929 332 834 1,780 66 
18 929 397 e476 e189 e152 e934 344 769 276 582 979 59 
19 749 359 e399 e185 e154 e2,030 311 625 245 359 544 432 
20 820 339 e342 e176 e147 2,840 278 521 223 234 320 735 

21 1,150 323 e313 e173 e140 3,820 260 431 256 172 219 425 
22 896 292 e316 e170 e135 3,950 294 368 308 137 169 292 
23 733 e273 e382 e158 e140 3,270 2,370 603 505 115 133 256 
24 648 e299 e382 e200 e141 2,150 6,900 515 1,410 103 112 223 
25 602 312 e339 e366 e151 1,510 3,660 398 958 91 96 186 

26 568 313 e322 e354 e153 1,250 2,010 351 1,660 81 82 159 
27 504 390 e345 e298 e144 928 2,130 291 4,200 74 73 147 
28 450 507 e633 e272 e139 836 2,030 241 2,440 68 74 131 
29 400 564 e948 e259 e137 751 1,360 280 1,380 65 67 118 
30 430 1,000 e751 e236 --- 668 1,020 616 1,190 63 59 208 
31 490 --- e488 e219 --- 606 --- 532 --- 58 52 --- 

Total 24,940 14,300 18,486 8,622 4,485 31,091 31,240 25,911 36,136 8,012 6,468 6,931 
Mean 805 477 596 278 155 1,003 1,041 836 1,205 258 209 231 
Max 2,840 1,060 1,460 644 206 3,950 6,900 2,650 6,010 834 1,780 813 
Min 260 273 313 158 133 128 260 241 223 58 33 37 
Cfsm 2.70 1.60 2.00 0.93 0.52 3.37 3.49 2.80 4.04 0.87 0.70 0.78 
In. 3.11 1.79 2.31 1.08 0.56 3.88 3.90 3.23 4.51 1.00 0.81 0.87 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1903 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 434 713 576 319 273 615 2,085 1,228 485 249 179 190 
Max 2,654 2,468 2,699 1,441 1,582 3,791 3,995 3,399 1,916 1,378 974 1,461 
(WY) (2006) (1964) (1974) (1996) (1970) (1936) (2005) (1969) (1917) (1996) (1917) (1954) 
Min 35.2 39.0 47.5 61.5 31.2 105 766 267 68.8 42.9 14.6 16.7 
(WY) (1948) (1911) (1979) (1918) (1980) (1967) (1981) (2010) (1921) (1965) (2001) (1948) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2011 Water Year 2012 Water Years 1903 - 2012 
Annual total  270,108    216,622    
Annual mean  740    592    612   
Highest annual mean    990 1954  
Lowest annual mean    238 1911  
Highest daily mean  6,490 Sep   6   6,900 Apr 24   31,700 Apr   1, 1987  
Lowest daily mean  35 Jul 25   33 Aug   9   5.0 Aug   6, 1905  
Annual seven-day minimum  42 Jul 20   40 Aug   3   9.5 Sep 11, 2001  
Maximum peak flow   7,650 Apr 24   37,300 Apr   1, 1987  
Maximum peak stage   9.25 Apr 24   22.62 Apr   1, 1987  
Instantaneous low flow   28 Aug   9   5.0 Aug   6, 1905  
Annual runoff (cfsm)  2.48    1.99    2.05   
Annual runoff (inches)  33.72    27.04    27.90   
10 percent exceeds  1,890    1,200    1,560   
50 percent exceeds  385    368    260   
90 percent exceeds  114    110    55   
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WATER-QUALITY RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.-- 
CHEMICAL ANALYSES: Water year 1955. 

PERIOD OF DAILY RECORD.-- 
WATER TEMPERATURE: May 1987 to September 1989. July 2011 to current year. 

INSTRUMENTATION.--In-situ thermistor located on left bank 85 feet streamward of gage house and about 0.5 feet above river bed. Prior to June 21, 2012, 
in-situ thermistor on left bank 70 feet streamward of gage house and about 0.5 feet above river bed. 

REMARKS.--Records poor. Gaps in the record are due to malfunction of the probe. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF DAILY RECORD.-- 
WATER TEMPERATURE: Maximum, 31.0 C, Aug. 6, 1988; minimum, 0.0 C, many days during winter periods. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.-- 
WATER TEMPERATURE: Maximum, 29.1°C, Aug. 4; minimum, 0.0°C, on many days. 

 
TEMPERATURE, WATER, DEGREES CELSIUS 

WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 
DAILY MEAN VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 16.3 4.5 5.3 --- 0.0 0.0 3.4 --- --- 21.5 25.3 22.1 
2 15.1 4.8 3.1 --- 0.0 0.0 4.6 7.2 --- 21.9 26.0 20.4 
3 13.4 5.1 2.4 --- 0.0 0.0 5.1 7.3 --- 22.0 26.7 20.4 
4 13.4 --- --- --- 0.0 0.0 5.3 8.0 11.3 21.7 27.3 21.0 
5 12.8 --- --- --- 0.0 0.0 4.8 9.2 11.5 22.3 26.4 19.6 

6 10.8 --- --- --- 0.0 0.0 4.6 --- 12.5 23.4 25.8 18.2 
7 9.2 3.6 3.6 --- 0.0 0.1 5.1 --- 13.8 24.5 25.1 19.5 
8 9.7 3.8 3.3 0.1 0.0 0.3 5.2 --- 14.4 24.2 26.2 19.8 
9 11.6 4.9 1.9 0.1 0.0 0.2 5.1 --- 15.3 23.4 26.0 20.0 

10 13.3 6.2 --- 0.1 0.0 0.1 5.6 10.1 --- 22.7 24.1 18.7 

11 13.4 7.4 --- 0.0 0.0 0.2 6.5 10.1 --- 22.9 22.9 17.4 
12 12.3 5.9 --- 0.0 0.0 0.3 6.9 11.1 --- 23.7 21.9 16.9 
13 11.6 5.2 --- 0.0 0.0 0.3 7.7 12.3 --- 24.8 22.7 17.8 
14 12.0 5.7 --- 0.0 0.0 0.1 8.6 11.6 --- 25.7 23.9 18.9 
15 13.3 6.8 --- 0.0 0.0 0.5 10.4 --- --- 26.7 24.3 19.0 

16 12.2 6.7 --- 0.0 0.0 0.4 12.5 --- --- 25.1 22.3 17.1 
17 11.5 6.1 --- 0.0 0.0 0.9 14.2 --- 19.5 22.5 19.2 16.7 
18 11.2 5.3 --- 0.0 0.0 0.7 14.3 --- 19.0 21.9 20.7 16.8 
19 10.9 4.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.4 13.5 --- 18.9 22.0 21.4 17.1 
20 10.9 3.1 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.4 13.2 --- --- 21.6 21.6 14.9 

21 11.0 2.4 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.5 14.4 --- --- 22.3 21.3 13.4 
22 10.7 2.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 2.3 13.2 --- 23.2 23.5 21.6 12.8 
23 10.4 0.6 0.1 0.0 0.0 3.8 8.9 --- 22.9 24.1 21.7 14.0 
24 10.4 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.1 3.2 7.2 --- 20.1 24.4 22.6 14.2 
25 10.1 0.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.9 7.6 --- 19.3 24.0 22.5 14.2 

26 9.2 1.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.6 8.3 --- 17.3 23.1 23.6 13.1 
27 7.9 1.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.7 8.9 19.1 15.9 24.0 24.2 13.3 
28 6.6 --- 0.1 0.0 0.0 1.3 6.9 19.2 16.7 24.2 23.9 12.2 
29 5.4 --- 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.9 7.0 --- 18.4 23.1 21.3 12.4 
30 4.5 5.1 --- 0.0 --- 1.8 8.0 --- 20.0 24.3 21.2 12.4 
31 4.1 --- --- 0.0 --- 2.9 --- --- --- 25.5 21.3 --- 

Mean 10.8 --- --- --- 0.0 0.9 8.2 --- --- 23.5 23.4 16.8 
Max 16.3 --- --- --- 0.1 3.8 14.4 --- --- 26.7 27.3 22.1 
Min 4.1 --- --- --- 0.0 0.0 3.4 --- --- 21.5 19.2 12.2 
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