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Water-Data Report 2011 

12350250 BITTERROOT RIVER AT BELL CROSSING, NEAR VICTOR, MT 
Pend Oreille Basin 
Bitterroot Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 46°26′36″, long 114°07′22″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in NW ¼ NW ¼ NE ¼ sec.20, T.8 N., R.20 W., Ravalli County, 
MT, Hydrologic Unit 17010205, on right bank 20 ft downstream from highway bridge at Bell Crossing, 1.5 mi northeast of Victor, 2.0 mi upstream from 
Big Creek, and at river mile 38.3. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--1,963 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--April 1987 to current year (seasonal records only). 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Elevation of gage is 3,330 ft, referenced to the National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929. 

REMARKS.--Records are good except for estimated daily discharges, which are poor. Some regulation occurs by Painted Rocks Lake (station number 
12342000). Diversions for irrigation of about 80,000 acres occur upstream from station. Several unpublished observations of water temperature and 
specific conductance were made during the year. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=12350250
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2010 TO SEPTEMBER 2011 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1      e520 1,580 1,040 e5,890 9,350 1,400 506 
2      e525 1,900 993 e5,980 8,070 1,400 495 
3      e535 1,930 979 6,560 7,880 1,330 498 
4      e540 1,690 1,060 6,010 8,410 1,240 507 
5      e530 1,610 1,060 6,190 8,100 1,200 503 

6      e530 1,630 1,210 8,120 7,780 1,180 493 
7      e525 1,520 1,470 11,600 7,290 1,090 487 
8      e520 1,450 1,830 13,300 6,690 1,000 485 
9      e520 1,390 2,240 12,400 6,180 909 484 

10      e525 1,330 2,270 10,700 5,040 827 482 

11      e525 1,280 2,400 9,600 4,630 792 483 
12      513 1,270 2,760 9,910 4,470 751 476 
13      504 1,270 3,370 10,200 4,910 713 441 
14      520 1,270 4,350 10,200 5,670 672 427 
15      534 1,200 5,760 10,000 4,630 636 425 

16      606 1,190 7,090 9,290 4,040 622 451 
17      643 1,310 e8,430 8,250 3,800 597 474 
18      605 1,400 e7,750 7,390 3,590 e550 466 
19      585 1,390 e7,330 7,620 3,350 e530 460 
20      577 1,340 e7,550 8,240 3,440 523 437 

21      566 1,310 e7,390 8,770 2,920 517 429 
22      574 1,250 e8,080 10,200 2,590 504 420 
23      566 1,140 e9,180 11,300 2,400 484 411 
24      552 1,110 e10,200 11,800 2,160 474 400 
25      555 1,120 e10,500 10,100 2,040 482 387 

26      554 1,130 e10,800 8,850 1,960 483 391 
27      550 1,050 e10,900 8,020 1,810 489 382 
28      551 1,090 e9,050 7,990 1,720 480 389 
29      545 1,070 e7,270 9,330 1,590 483 413 
30      547 1,030 e6,360 10,400 1,450 485 432 
31      692 --- e6,210 --- 1,400 486 --- 

Total      17,134 40,250 166,882 274,210 139,360 23,329 13,534 
Mean      553 1,342 5,383 9,140 4,495 753 451 
Max      692 1,930 10,900 13,300 9,350 1,400 507 
Min      504 1,030 979 5,890 1,400 474 382 
Ac-ft      33,990 79,840 331,000 543,900 276,400 46,270 26,840 

 
 STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1987 - 2011, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean      534 1,626 3,744 5,468 1,324 404 420 
Max      553 3,052 5,383 11,060 4,495 760 890 
(WY)      (2011) (1990) (2011) (1996) (2011) (2009) (2004) 
Min      516 747 1,855 1,372 207 95.8 145 
(WY)      (2010) (1991) (2010) (1987) (1987) (1988) (1987) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

        Calendar Year 2010        Water Year 2011        Water Years 1987 - 2011 
Highest daily mean  11,000 Jun   5   13,300 Jun   8   17,500 Jun   9, 1996  
Lowest daily mean  336 Aug 27   382 Sep 27   63 Jul 16, 1987  
Maximum peak flow               13,700      Jun   8   a18,700 Jun   9, 1996  
Maximum peak stage                       10.67     Jun   8     10.82 May 31, 2003  
Instantaneous low flow    60 Jul 16, 1987  
aGage height 10.07 ft. 
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