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Water-Data Report 2011 

10296500 West Walker River Near Coleville, CA 
Walker Basin 

West Walker Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 38°30′48″, long 119°26′56″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in NE ¼ NE ¼ sec.28, T.8 N., R.23 E., Mono County, CA, 
Hydrologic Unit 16050302, in Toiyabe National Forest, on left bank, 250 ft downstream from Rock Creek, and 5 mi southeast of Coleville. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--250 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--Oct. 1902 to Jul. 1908 (published as West Fork of Walker River near Coleville, 1903, 1905-08 and as Walker River (West Fork) near 
Coleville, 1904), Mar. 1909 to Sep. 1910, Jun. 1915 to Mar. 1938, May 1957 to current year. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 880: 1917 (runoff in acre-ft). WSP 1514: 1918, 1923. WDR NV-80-1: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Elevation of gage is 5,520 ft above National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929, from topographic map. See WSP 1927 for 
history of changes prior to Jul. 25, 1964. Jul. 26, 1964 to Jan. 02, 1997 (gage destroyed by flood) at several sites and datums 2,000 ft downstream 
from present location, when re-established Oct. 28, 1997, at new datum. 

REMARKS.--Records fair except for discharges greater than 600 ft³/s, which are poor. Station is above diversions except for a few small ranch ditches. 
Flow slightly regulated by Poore Lake, capacity, 1,200 acre-ft, 17 mi upstream. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 12,500 ft³/s, Jan. 02, 1997, gage height, 10.23 ft; minimum daily, 14 ft³/s, several days  
Jul-Sep. 1924 and Sep. 12, 1977. 

PEAK DISCHARGES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Peak discharges greater than base discharge of 1,120 ft³/s and (or) maximum (*): 

Date Time 
Discharge 

(ft³/s) 
Gage height 

(ft) 

Oct 25 0400 2,540 7.72 
May   8 0515 1,320 6.48 
May 14 0330 1,370 6.55 
Jun 24 0330 *3,660 *8.49 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=10296500
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2010 TO SEPTEMBER 2011 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated; &, affected value] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 42 147 117 148 109 106 280 511 667 2,020 847 206 
2 44 144 119 141 95 113 390 530 603 2,120 764 196 
3 64 145 130 135 113 115 &305 623 576 2,260 685 190 
4 e125 149 127 121 115 106 &324 759 589 e2,350 622 184 
5 e155 146 121 112 112 107 &443 881 718 e2,490 576 178 

6 139 142 121 116 110 109 &447 1,100 941 2,220 539 172 
7 117 139 120 115 111 118 &401 1,190 839 2,290 531 167 
8 106 144 121 116 110 105 &268 1,170 953 2,340 484 162 
9 101 133 148 112 101 105 &226 899 1,230 2,090 449 172 

10 103 146 169 108 98 113 &217 742 1,460 1,920 418 175 

11 112 130 174 112 104 123 &277 704 1,600 1,770 393 181 
12 116 120 164 112 106 129 &278 822 1,610 1,720 378 212 
13 107 125 153 111 104 132 &240 1,050 1,820 1,640 361 279 
14 93 123 151 110 106 151 &208 1,250 1,970 1,540 e355 259 
15 85 132 146 109 107 177 &281 1,110 2,180 1,520 e363 230 

16 79 135 138 112 95 337 422 880 2,410 1,500 e330 197 
17 79 124 144 120 84 259 564 738 2,200 1,350 e300 179 
18 117 118 175 123 &106 223 742 662 2,060 1,290 284 163 
19 151 110 247 123 &111 190 713 593 2,280 1,300 278 153 
20 126 104 190 118 &107 191 730 570 2,260 1,250 280 145 

21 109 89 210 118 &114 171 648 667 2,340 1,200 272 144 
22 100 100 205 120 &110 139 571 807 2,680 1,120 256 142 
23 94 110 177 117 &108 156 526 865 2,980 1,130 245 135 
24 369 107 163 118 &103 142 508 852 2,800 1,200 252 132 
25 1,370 112 153 116 91 128 493 883 2,470 1,120 264 134 

26 377 122 141 115 92 148 490 840 2,300 963 254 130 
27 244 121 138 113 100 151 494 882 2,200 878 254 124 
28 203 110 142 115 106 145 558 954 2,400 872 270 119 
29 174 96 151 118 --- 149 570 834 2,790 886 257 116 
30 163 113 128 121 --- 183 529 709 2,090 987 236 114 
31 154 --- 120 118 --- 215 --- 669 --- 1,020 220 --- 

Total 5,418 3,736 4,703 3,663 2,928 4,736 13,143 25,746 54,016 48,356 12,017 5,090 
Mean 175 125 152 118 105 153 438 831 1,801 1,560 388 170 
Max 1,370 149 247 148 115 337 742 1,250 2,980 2,490 847 279 
Min 42 89 117 108 84 105 208 511 576 872 220 114 
Ac-ft 10,750 7,410 9,330 7,270 5,810 9,390 26,070 51,070 107,100 95,910 23,840 10,100 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1903 - 2011, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 69.2 69.9 67.9 78.9 81.3 128 308 808 1,007 531 164 81.7 
Max 299 214 270 905 280 403 636 1,835 2,055 2,492 721 269 
(WY) (1905) (1974) (1965) (1997) (1963) (1986) (1910) (2006) (1983) (1907) (1995) (1907) 
Min 21.5 25.4 28.7 26.9 32.0 42.1 118 149 106 26.9 17.4 16.1 
(WY) (1978) (1930) (1960) (1930) (1929) (1933) (1975) (1977) (1924) (1924) (1924) (1924) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2010 Water Year 2011 Water Years 1903 - 2011 
Annual total  121,671    183,552    
Annual mean  333    503    283   
Highest annual mean    669 1907  
Lowest annual mean    74.5 1977  
Highest daily mean  2,890 Jun   6   2,980 Jun 23   9,000 Jan   2, 1997  
Lowest daily mean  41 Sep 30   42 Oct   1   14 Jul 24, 1924  
Annual seven-day minimum  43 Sep 26   96 Oct 11   14 Aug 28, 1924  
Maximum peak flow   3,660 Jun 24   12,500 Jan   2, 1997  
Maximum peak stage   8.49 Jun 24   10.23 Jan   2, 1997  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  241,300    364,100    204,800   
10 percent exceeds  935    1,480    840   
50 percent exceeds  138    177    96   
90 percent exceeds  64    107    37   
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