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Water-Data Report 2011 

09361500 ANIMAS RIVER AT DURANGO, CO 
Upper San Juan Basin 

Animas Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 37°16′45″, long 107°52′47″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in SW ¼ SW ¼ sec.20, T.35 N., R.9 W., La Plata County, CO, 
Hydrologic Unit 14080104, on left bank at abandoned power plant at Durango, 0.8 mi upstream from Lightner Creek. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--701 mi² (revised). 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--July to December 1895, April 1896 to December 1898, April 1899 to December 1900, March to August 1901 (gage heights and 
discharge measurements only), April to November 1902, March to April 1903 (gage heights only, erroneously stated as discredited in WSP 1563), May 
to October 1903, July 1904 to December 1905, January to December 1910 (gage heights only), January to September 1911, January 1912 to current 
year. Monthly or yearly discharge only for some periods, published in WSP 1313. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 764: Drainage area. WSP 929: 1927(M). WSP 1243: 1911, 1918(M). WSP 1563: 1911-25 (monthly figures only). 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder with satellite telemetry. Datum of gage is 6,501.57 ft above NGVD of 1929. See WSP 1713 or 1733 for history of changes 
prior to Mar. 2, 1921. 

REMARKS.--Records good except for estimated daily discharges, which are poor. Diversions for irrigation of about 4,000 acres upstream from station. 
Natural regulation by many lakes and regulation for power upstream from station. 

EXTREMES OUTSIDE PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum stage since at least 1885, that of Oct. 5, 1911. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=09361500
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2010 TO SEPTEMBER 2011 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 e230 270 178 e242 172 193 393 713 2,880 2,700 713 295 
2 222 263 225 e220 e169 205 529 665 3,380 2,320 705 303 
3 226 256 219 e149 e163 212 689 629 3,540 2,170 739 280 
4 220 256 227 e185 e165 212 654 594 3,470 1,940 725 259 
5 219 254 214 e184 e173 214 587 613 4,010 1,830 698 252 

6 228 254 207 e165 e158 210 657 726 4,600 1,830 616 253 
7 295 251 210 e168 e163 223 653 925 5,120 1,780 538 256 
8 342 251 207 e174 e171 224 597 1,330 4,670 1,680 493 242 
9 370 247 199 181 e164 215 547 1,690 4,410 1,760 457 229 

10 342 243 210 189 e159 212 514 1,450 4,340 1,820 424 223 

11 324 234 207 e155 e155 219 490 1,210 4,350 1,720 391 214 
12 311 234 197 e140 e160 233 484 1,050 4,340 1,880 416 212 
13 295 222 195 e177 e165 244 483 970 e3,970 1,730 390 219 
14 281 225 199 178 175 257 515 1,090 e3,750 1,500 355 224 
15 268 231 199 179 179 268 528 1,330 3,920 1,320 354 268 

16 259 243 205 176 183 275 525 1,820 4,170 1,190 340 299 
17 258 242 206 180 185 298 614 2,090 4,440 1,110 327 330 
18 252 232 208 188 182 323 816 1,800 3,600 1,150 310 441 
19 257 217 203 186 183 324 1,010 1,550 3,550 1,220 297 413 
20 258 216 208 183 176 325 956 1,320 3,000 1,120 284 372 

21 274 216 231 171 173 315 899 1,180 2,520 1,000 282 342 
22 290 224 234 176 176 306 912 1,190 2,720 894 285 308 
23 285 209 242 175 175 287 893 1,370 3,070 791 274 290 
24 285 222 232 164 195 276 877 1,510 3,410 739 265 276 
25 285 220 221 157 207 276 855 1,440 3,410 703 266 261 

26 316 e209 202 162 207 273 842 1,470 3,180 850 267 250 
27 287 210 203 168 203 273 756 1,760 2,940 917 268 246 
28 273 209 207 168 196 269 730 2,330 2,810 795 280 240 
29 267 205 207 172 --- 268 754 3,310 2,750 700 301 236 
30 269 192 e206 173 --- 273 754 3,730 2,940 685 313 219 
31 277 --- e216 176 --- 294 --- 2,830 --- 779 307 --- 

Total 8,565 6,957 6,524 5,461 4,932 7,996 20,513 45,685 109,260 42,623 12,680 8,252 
Mean 276 232 210 176 176 258 684 1,474 3,642 1,375 409 275 
Max 370 270 242 242 207 325 1,010 3,730 5,120 2,700 739 441 
Min 219 192 178 140 155 193 393 594 2,520 685 265 212 
Ac-ft 16,990 13,800 12,940 10,830 9,780 15,860 40,690 90,620 216,700 84,540 25,150 16,370 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1898 - 2011, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 419 286 223 204 206 303 844 2,309 2,796 1,168 580 459 
Max 1,866 814 412 326 374 844 1,818 4,791 5,846 3,057 1,806 1,709 
(WY) (1942) (1942) (1942) (1973) (2005) (1916) (1985) (1920) (1917) (1995) (1999) (1970) 
Min 162 158 129 103 110 133 246 474 357 154 134 161 
(WY) (1957) (1935) (1990) (1933) (1933) (1990) (1977) (1977) (2002) (2002) (2002) (1956) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2010 Water Year 2011 Water Years 1898 - 2011 
Annual total  227,832    279,448    
Annual mean  624    766    816   
Highest annual mean    1,366 1917  
Lowest annual mean    238 2002  
Highest daily mean  4,510 May 29   5,120 Jun   7   10,700 Jun 19, 1949  
Lowest daily mean  146 Feb 12   140 Jan 12   94 Mar   2, 1913  
Annual seven-day minimum  149 Jan   2   161 Feb   6   100 Dec 19, 1917  
Maximum peak flow   5,570 Jun   7   a25,000 Oct   5, 1911  
Maximum peak stage   6.28 Jun   7   11.00 Oct   5, 1911  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  451,900    554,300    591,000   
10 percent exceeds  1,570    2,230    2,200   
50 percent exceeds  274    276    344   
90 percent exceeds  163    177    179   
a Present site and datum, from rating extended above 13,000 ft³/s. 
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