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Water-Data Report 2011 

09172500 SAN MIGUEL RIVER NEAR PLACERVILLE, CO 
Upper Colorado-Dolores Basin 

San Miguel Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 38°02′33″, long 108°08′00″ referenced to North American Datum of 1983, in NW ¼ NE ¼ sec.25, T.44 N., R.12 W., San Miguel County, 
CO, Hydrologic Unit 14030003, on right bank 1.5 mi downstream from Specie Creek, in vicinity of mile marker 88.68 on State Highway 145, and 4.5 mi 
northwest of Placerville. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--309 mi² (revised). 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--January to December 1909, September 1910 to November 1912 (published as "at Placerville"), April 1930 to September 1934, April 
1942 to current year. Monthly discharge only for some periods, published in WSP 1313. Statistical summary computed for 1911 to current year. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder with satellite telemetry and crest-stage gage. Elevation of gage is 7,030 ft above NGVD of 1929, from topographic map. See 
WSP 1713 or 1733 for history of changes prior to Oct. 21, 1958. Oct. 22, 1958 to Mar. 4, 1986, gage located 0.8 mi upstream from present site, at 
different datum. Mar. 5, 1986, gage moved to present site, at present datum. 

REMARKS.--Records poor. Diversions for irrigation of about 1,700 acres upstream from station. One diversion from Fall Creek for irrigation of about 2,000 
acres in Beaver and Saltado Creek Basins. One small ditch diverts water from Leopard Creek to Uncompahgre River Basin. Slight regulation by Lake 
Hope and Trout Lake operated by the City of Telluride, Public Service Company of Colorado, Pacific Light and Power Company, and Tri State Power 
Company, combined capacity, 5,040 acre-feet. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=09172500
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2010 TO SEPTEMBER 2011 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 84 83 e87 e75 e66 e56 85 227 753 e999 347 116 
2 83 81 e92 e78 e65 57 100 203 847 e917 356 111 
3 83 85 e95 e63 e63 57 125 190 894 e922 317 107 
4 86 92 e92 e72 e63 57 95 198 898 e850 286 104 
5 86 91 82 e65 e62 e56 93 214 1,040 e850 243 101 

6 99 91 83 e60 e61 57 115 235 e1,240 e872 214 105 
7 103 92 82 e63 e63 57 111 280 e1,430 e851 198 115 
8 108 89 e85 e65 e63 56 111 350 e1,280 e786 186 104 
9 100 92 82 e70 e62 e55 102 379 e1,170 824 169 103 

10 97 83 82 e66 e62 e56 93 320 e1,080 793 163 110 

11 95 81 82 e55 e62 57 89 305 1,100 773 181 107 
12 92 84 81 e61 e62 59 96 295 1,090 811 176 114 
13 91 86 e84 e60 e64 60 98 e380 1,010 728 168 109 
14 89 87 e85 e64 e65 61 110 e409 1,020 639 162 109 
15 89 87 82 e64 e65 62 98 e335 1,120 564 154 115 

16 88 87 82 e61 e64 63 105 e381 1,230 530 139 114 
17 88 e82 81 e64 e64 68 123 e420 1,240 548 132 191 
18 89 85 82 e64 e64 69 157 e378 988 621 129 180 
19 95 e92 83 e64 e64 68 225 e386 972 e679 130 169 
20 90 84 84 e64 e74 68 214 374 889 e559 132 164 

21 90 84 82 e63 e74 67 212 366 731 e498 137 160 
22 92 87 82 e65 e68 67 200 343 763 432 131 166 
23 101 85 84 e61 e63 66 187 334 949 396 125 135 
24 106 92 82 e61 e62 67 215 364 1,110 e362 120 128 
25 111 e86 80 e60 e60 67 223 371 1,180 e341 121 123 

26 100 e77 82 e58 58 66 232 385 1,090 e425 135 120 
27 95 e82 82 e59 e57 67 201 430 1,020 456 133 116 
28 85 e88 e80 e60 e57 68 226 550 1,000 378 129 113 
29 88 e98 e81 e65 --- 69 314 743 1,030 340 124 109 
30 87 e86 e82 e66 --- 69 282 836 e1,130 333 123 109 
31 86 --- e69 e66 --- 71 --- 712 --- 380 118 --- 

Total 2,876 2,599 2,574 1,982 1,777 1,943 4,637 11,693 31,294 19,457 5,378 3,727 
Mean 92.8 86.6 83.0 63.9 63.5 62.7 155 377 1,043 628 173 124 
Max 111 98 95 78 74 71 314 836 1,430 999 356 191 
Min 83 77 69 55 57 55 85 190 731 333 118 101 
Ac-ft 5,700 5,160 5,110 3,930 3,520 3,850 9,200 23,190 62,070 38,590 10,670 7,390 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1911 - 2011, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 115 84.4 68.4 62.7 63.0 79.6 236 571 781 432 211 141 
Max 399 138 104 101 94.2 187 593 1,515 1,528 1,197 527 391 
(WY) (1912) (1985) (1987) (1998) (1987) (2007) (1942) (1958) (1983) (1983) (1999) (1999) 
Min 50.9 51.4 40.8 38.3 37.1 46.4 79.6 136 150 63.8 56.7 63.8 
(WY) (1957) (1990) (1977) (1977) (1990) (1980) (1951) (1977) (2002) (2002) (2002) (1956) 

 



 Water-Data Report 2011 

 09172500 SAN MIGUEL RIVER NEAR PLACERVILLE, CO—Continued 

— 3 — 

SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2010 Water Year 2011 Water Years 1911 - 2011 
Annual total  80,892    89,937    
Annual mean  222    246    237   
Highest annual mean    414 1983  
Lowest annual mean    88.8 1977  
Highest daily mean  1,510 Jun   6   1,430 Jun   7   2,740 Jun 21, 1983  
Lowest daily mean  50 Jan   4   55 Jan 11   26 Jan   5, 1960  
Annual seven-day minimum  51 Jan   1   56 Mar   4   31 Dec 25, 1976  
Maximum peak flow   1,580 Jun   7   b3,830 Jun 24, 1983  
Maximum peak stage   a4.63 Jun   7   c6.20 Jun 24, 1983  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  160,400    178,400    171,400   
10 percent exceeds  521    816    634   
50 percent exceeds  92    99    105   
90 percent exceeds  58    62    56   
a From crest-stage gage. 
b Maximum discharge for period of record, 10,000 ft³/s, Sep 5, 1909, gage height not determined; result of failure of Trout and Middle 

Reservoir Dams. 
c Maximum gage height for statistical period of record, 8.58 ft, May 24, 1984, site and datum then in use. 
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