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Water-Data Report 2011 

09147025 UNCOMPAHGRE RIVER BELOW RIDGWAY RESERVOIR, CO 
Gunnison Basin 

Uncompahgre Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 38°14'26.0", long 107°45'37.1" referenced to North American Datum of 1983, in NE ¼ SE ¼ sec.17, T.46 N., R.8 W., Ouray County, CO, 
Hydrologic Unit 14020006, on right bank 800 ft downstream from Ridgway Reservoir gate house, 1,600 ft upstream from Fisher Creek, and 5.4 mi north 
of Ridgway. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--265 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1988 to current year. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder with satellite telemetry. Elevation of gage is 6,650 ft above NGVD of 1929, from topographic map. 

REMARKS.--Records good except for estimated daily discharges, which are fair. Diversions for irrigation by means of numerous canals downstream from 
station. Flow regulated by Ridgway Reservoir (capacity 84,591 acre-ft). 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=09147025
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2010 TO SEPTEMBER 2011 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 74 50 53 51 50 73 228 291 294 499 389 364 
2 73 50 53 50 50 73 249 289 295 500 393 364 
3 73 50 53 48 50 73 249 289 359 502 388 364 
4 72 50 53 48 e55 88 283 288 398 512 390 364 
5 70 50 53 48 61 96 304 288 399 653 393 363 

6 71 50 53 48 61 95 304 288 461 819 394 303 
7 70 50 53 48 61 95 304 289 501 915 395 219 
8 70 50 53 48 e61 95 303 290 503 898 427 191 
9 70 50 53 49 61 94 303 289 563 908 444 191 

10 70 51 53 50 61 94 302 289 600 915 483 192 

11 70 53 53 50 61 95 301 e289 602 891 506 194 
12 70 53 53 50 61 95 299 289 602 864 508 193 
13 70 53 53 50 61 95 297 288 604 886 507 174 
14 70 53 53 50 61 95 297 288 605 798 507 163 
15 70 53 53 50 61 95 295 288 606 696 505 149 

16 70 51 53 50 61 124 294 289 607 630 505 118 
17 70 50 53 50 61 142 294 289 610 598 504 118 
18 70 50 52 50 68 142 294 290 611 596 503 118 
19 70 50 52 50 73 142 293 292 612 619 503 92 
20 70 51 52 50 73 142 293 293 630 643 500 78 

21 58 51 52 50 73 177 293 293 643 617 498 78 
22 48 50 53 50 72 199 293 292 616 595 497 79 
23 48 50 52 50 73 199 293 293 601 586 494 81 
24 48 53 52 50 72 198 293 293 602 587 491 81 
25 48 53 52 50 73 197 293 293 604 522 490 83 

26 48 53 52 50 73 196 e293 e293 606 446 485 83 
27 49 53 52 50 73 196 e293 292 606 400 483 83 
28 50 53 52 50 73 196 292 293 562 384 480 83 
29 50 53 52 50 --- 195 292 293 512 387 450 94 
30 50 53 52 50 --- 195 292 293 498 388 401 113 
31 50 --- 52 50 --- 195 --- 293 --- 389 367 --- 

Total 1,960 1,540 1,630 1,538 1,794 4,186 8,713 9,006 16,312 19,643 14,280 5,170 
Mean 63.2 51.3 52.6 49.6 64.1 135 290 291 544 634 461 172 
Max 74 53 53 51 73 199 304 293 643 915 508 364 
Min 48 50 52 48 50 73 228 288 294 384 367 78 
Ac-ft 3,890 3,050 3,230 3,050 3,560 8,300 17,280 17,860 32,350 38,960 28,320 10,250 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1989 - 2011, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 114 69.1 64.3 57.4 61.6 87.5 234 340 457 428 346 185 
Max 307 165 105 94.6 107 230 560 571 693 846 535 456 
(WY) (1998) (1999) (1993) (2007) (2008) (2008) (1997) (2009) (2010) (1995) (1992) (1999) 
Min 46.0 30.8 30.7 30.0 30.0 28.9 36.8 159 199 154 131 68.1 
(WY) (2007) (2005) (2003) (2003) (2003) (2003) (1990) (1989) (1989) (2002) (2002) (1993) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2010 Water Year 2011 Water Years 1989 - 2011 
Annual total  76,402    85,772    
Annual mean  209    235    204   
Highest annual mean    311 1995  
Lowest annual mean    114 2002  
Highest daily mean  1,400 Jun   8   915 Jul   7   1,400 Jun   8, 2010  
Lowest daily mean  41 Jan   1   48 Oct 22   a28 Mar   7, 2003  
Annual seven-day minimum  41 Jan   1   48 Jan   3   28 Mar   7, 2003  
Maximum peak flow   978 Jul   7   1,460 Jun   9, 2010  
Maximum peak stage   3.43 Jul   7   3.87 Jun   9, 2010  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  151,500    170,100    148,100   
10 percent exceeds  400    590    473   
50 percent exceeds  70    142    109   
90 percent exceeds  50    50    46   
a Also occurred Mar 8-16, 23, 31, Apr 1, 8-18, 2003. 
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CLIMATOLOGICAL RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--May 2005 to current year (seasonal records only). 

INSTRUMENTATION.--Tipping-bucket rain gage with satellite telemetry. Elevation of gage is 6,650 ft above NGVD of 1929, from topographic map. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--(seasonal only) Maximum daily precipitation, 1.22 inches, Oct. 9, 2005. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--(seasonal only) Maximum daily precipitation, 1.17 inches, May 11. 

 
PRECIPITATION, TOTAL, INCHES 

WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2010 TO SEPTEMBER 2011 
DAILY SUM VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 0.00 --- --- --- --- --- --- 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.24 0.00 
2 0.00 --- --- --- --- --- --- 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.00 
3 0.00 --- --- --- --- --- --- 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.12 0.00 
4 0.01 --- --- --- --- --- --- 0.00 0.00 0.35 0.14 0.00 
5 0.00 --- --- --- --- --- --- 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

6 0.03 --- --- --- --- --- --- 0.00 0.00 0.02 0.00 0.18 
7 0.03 --- --- --- --- --- --- 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
8 0.01 --- --- --- --- --- --- 0.00 0.00 0.50 0.00 0.00 
9 0.00 --- --- --- --- --- --- 0.18 0.00 0.18 0.00 0.00 

10 0.00 --- --- --- --- --- --- 0.01 0.00 0.11 0.00 0.00 

11 0.00 --- --- --- --- --- --- 1.17 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.01 
12 0.00 --- --- --- --- --- --- 0.33 0.00 0.25 0.00 0.02 
13 0.00 --- --- --- --- --- --- 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00 
14 0.00 --- --- --- --- --- --- 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01 
15 0.00 --- --- --- --- --- --- 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.07 

16 0.00 --- --- --- --- --- --- 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.06 
17 0.00 --- --- --- --- --- --- 0.00 0.00 0.15 0.00 0.16 
18 0.30 --- --- --- --- --- --- 0.13 0.00 0.11 0.00 0.00 
19 0.00 --- --- --- --- --- --- 0.09 0.04 0.02 0.00 0.00 
20 0.00 --- --- --- --- --- --- 0.26 0.29 0.01 0.00 0.00 

21 0.07 --- --- --- --- --- --- 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.02 0.00 
22 0.01 --- --- --- --- --- --- 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
23 0.21 --- --- --- --- --- --- 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
24 0.00 --- --- --- --- --- --- 0.31 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
25 0.02 --- --- --- --- --- --- 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

26 0.21 --- --- --- --- --- --- 0.00 0.00 0.41 0.04 0.00 
27 0.10 --- --- --- --- --- --- 0.00 0.00 0.06 0.77 0.00 
28 0.11 --- --- --- --- --- --- 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.05 0.00 
29 0.00 --- --- --- --- --- --- 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.05 0.00 
30 0.01 --- --- --- --- --- --- 0.00 0.03 0.37 0.00 0.05 
31 0.00 --- --- --- --- --- --- 0.00 --- 0.02 0.00 --- 

Total 1.12 --- --- --- --- --- --- 2.51 0.36 2.58 1.44 0.56 
Max 0.30 --- --- --- --- --- --- 1.17 0.29 0.50 0.77 0.18 

 


