
 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
U.S. Geological Survey 

Suggested citation: U.S. Geological Survey, 2012, Water-resources data for the United States, Water 
Year 2011: U.S. Geological Survey Water-Data Report WDR-US-2011, site 08245000, accessed at 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/wy2011/pdfs/08245000.2011.pdf 

Water-Data Report 2011 

08245000 CONEJOS RIVER BELOW PLATORO RESERVOIR, CO 
Rio Grande Headwaters Basin 

Conejos Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 37°21′18″, long 106°32′37″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, Conejos County, CO, Hydrologic Unit 13010005, Rio Grande 
National Forest, on left bank 1,100 ft downstream from valvehouse for Platoro Reservoir and 0.7 mi northwest of Platoro. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--40 mi², approximately. 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--May 1952 to current year. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder with satellite telemetry and concrete control. Datum of gage is 9,866.60 ft above NGVD of 1929, (levels by U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation). 

COOPERATION.--Records collected and computed by Colorado Division of Water Resources and reviewed by Geological Survey. 

REMARKS.--Records good except for the period Apr. 1-19, and estimated daily discharges, which are poor. Flow completely regulated by Platoro Reservoir 
(station 08244500) 0.2 mi upstream since Nov. 7, 1951. 

EXTREMES OUTSIDE PERIOD OF RECORD.--Flood of Oct. 5, 1911, is the greatest since at least 1854, from information obtained from local residents in 
1959. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=08245000
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2010 TO SEPTEMBER 2011 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 189 7.1 e7.4 e7.4 e7.4 e8.3 12 25 403 474 172 58 
2 103 7.1 e7.4 e7.4 e7.4 e8.3 13 22 396 456 147 63 
3 35 7.1 e7.4 e7.4 e8.3 e8.3 11 22 469 351 176 37 
4 8.3 7.1 e7.4 e7.4 e8.3 e8.3 9.1 22 497 340 213 29 
5 7.3 7.3 e7.4 e7.4 e8.3 e8.3 10 27 506 335 192 42 

6 7.3 6.8 e7.4 e7.4 e8.3 e8.3 11 34 581 319 141 42 
7 8.4 7.6 e7.4 e7.4 e8.3 e8.3 13 62 591 352 112 44 
8 8.4 8.1 e7.4 e7.4 e8.3 e8.3 54 92 593 380 114 48 
9 8.4 8.5 e7.4 e7.4 e8.3 e8.3 77 155 595 390 123 34 

10 8.3 7.3 e7.4 e7.4 e8.3 e8.3 63 138 597 271 123 24 

11 8.4 6.5 e7.4 e7.4 e8.3 e8.3 24 92 598 285 132 26 
12 8.4 8.2 e7.4 e7.4 e8.3 e8.3 7.9 88 601 434 137 39 
13 8.4 9.7 e7.4 e7.4 e8.3 e8.3 9.0 84 602 502 132 40 
14 8.4 9.1 e7.4 e7.4 e8.3 e8.3 9.5 97 617 400 80 36 
15 8.4 8.1 e7.4 e7.4 e8.3 e8.3 13 134 527 282 74 31 

16 7.1 6.6 e7.4 e7.4 e8.3 e8.3 39 175 503 212 64 29 
17 5.3 e7.1 e7.4 e7.4 e8.3 e8.3 40 227 530 171 58 28 
18 5.8 e7.4 e7.4 e7.4 e8.3 e8.3 45 190 561 191 63 28 
19 7.0 e7.4 e7.4 e7.4 e8.3 e8.3 77 132 552 199 76 28 
20 7.4 e7.4 e7.4 e7.4 e8.3 e4.8 96 114 484 183 77 28 

21 7.4 e7.4 e7.4 e7.4 e8.3 e4.8 98 107 388 164 73 28 
22 7.4 e7.4 e7.4 e7.4 e8.3 e4.8 80 91 314 154 60 28 
23 7.4 e7.4 e7.4 e7.4 e8.3 e4.8 70 82 292 154 49 28 
24 7.4 e7.4 e7.4 e7.4 e8.3 e4.8 70 104 369 145 46 28 
25 7.5 e7.4 e7.4 e7.4 e8.3 e4.8 70 122 584 133 46 28 

26 7.4 e7.4 e7.4 e7.4 e8.3 e4.8 60 121 606 138 39 28 
27 7.4 e7.4 e7.4 e7.4 e8.3 e4.8 49 165 578 148 33 28 
28 7.1 e7.4 e7.4 e7.4 e8.3 e4.8 39 245 516 145 34 28 
29 7.1 e7.4 e7.4 e7.4 --- e4.8 32 388 440 140 47 28 
30 7.1 e7.4 e7.4 e7.4 --- e4.8 30 485 428 165 49 28 
31 7.1 --- e7.4 e7.4 --- e7.0 --- 492 --- 196 45 --- 

Total 538.3 225.5 229.4 229.4 230.6 217.5 1,231.5 4,334 15,318 8,209 2,927 1,014 
Mean 17.4 7.52 7.40 7.40 8.24 7.02 41.0 140 511 265 94.4 33.8 
Max 189 9.7 7.4 7.4 8.3 8.3 98 492 617 502 213 63 
Min 5.3 6.5 7.4 7.4 7.4 4.8 7.9 22 292 133 33 24 
Ac-ft 1,070 447 455 455 457 431 2,440 8,600 30,380 16,280 5,810 2,010 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1952 - 2011, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 47.3 53.2 10.2 10.5 11.1 10.3 52.1 229 329 211 94.4 53.4 
Max 194 406 50.0 50.0 102 27.5 252 492 609 610 429 164 
(WY) (2006) (1966) (1986) (1986) (1983) (1986) (1995) (1974) (1982) (1952) (1952) (1982) 
Min 1.92 2.00 2.00 3.20 3.00 3.00 3.00 16.9 87.0 18.6 3.90 3.34 
(WY) (1957) (1957) (1957) (1991) (1957) (1957) (1957) (1958) (1977) (2002) (2002) (1956) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2010 Water Year 2011 Water Years 1952 - 2011 
Annual total  31,842.4    34,704.2    
Annual mean  87.2    95.1    92.0   
Highest annual mean    137 1986  
Lowest annual mean    34.8 2002  
Highest daily mean  422 May 24   617 Jun 14   1,150 Oct 28, 1957  
Lowest daily mean  5.3 Oct 17   4.8 Mar 20   a0.00 Oct 16, 1955  
Annual seven-day minimum  6.8 Oct 16   4.8 Mar 20   0.16 Oct 15, 1955  
Maximum peak flow   818 Jun 14   1,160 Nov   1, 1957  
Maximum peak stage   3.39 Jun 14   b4.02 Nov   1, 1957  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  63,160    68,840    66,680   
10 percent exceeds  235    383    296   
50 percent exceeds  8.3    9.7    18   
90 percent exceeds  7.1    7.4    6.9   
a Also occurred Oct 17-20, 1955. 
b Maximum gage height, 4.29 ft, Jun 15, 1958. 
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