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Water-Data Report 2011 

06915800 MARAIS DES CYGNES RIVER AT LA CYGNE, KS 
Osage Basin 

Lower Marais Des Cygnes Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 38°20′43″, long 94°46′20″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, Linn County, KS, Hydrologic Unit 10290102, on right bank at 
downstream side of bridge on Kansas Highway 152, at west edge of La Cygne, and at mile 331.9. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--2,669 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1984 to current year. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is 776.21 ft above NGVD of 1929 (levels by National Weather Service). 

REMARKS.--Records good except those for estimated daily discharges, which are poor. Natural flow slightly affected since 1964 by Pomona Lake (station 
06912490), since 1973 by Melvern Lake (station 06910997), and by numerous small diversions upstream from station. Satellite telemeter at station. 

EXTREMES OUTSIDE PERIOD OF RECORD.--Flood of July 13, 1951, reached a stage of 36.19 ft, present datum, discharge not determined; information 
supplied by National Weather Service. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Peak discharges greater than base discharge of 10,000 ft³/s and (or) maximum (*): 

Date Time 
Discharge 

(ft³/s) 
Gage height 

(ft) 

Feb 26 1300 10,500 17.86 
Mar   1 2300 *14,900 *24.27 
May 21 2345 11,000 18.97 
May 27 1500 14,500 23.71 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=06915800
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2010 TO SEPTEMBER 2011 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 180 78 117 281 e200 14,000 757 995 2,340 129 54 52 
2 159 89 112 270 e280 13,300 726 792 3,350 121 59 52 
3 138 98 111 258 e300 5,120 777 669 5,360 116 68 52 
4 122 246 110 261 e300 2,220 902 587 3,040 104 80 53 
5 111 222 108 319 e300 3,530 1,110 528 2,300 99 77 56 

6 103 154 103 317 308 3,830 1,300 522 2,070 93 77 56 
7 98 118 100 311 298 2,940 1,050 510 1,940 94 73 53 
8 96 95 98 309 e294 2,890 847 735 1,850 106 83 50 
9 95 83 98 237 e290 5,170 845 520 1,590 118 80 50 

10 91 77 100 167 e280 7,760 771 421 1,380 120 87 52 

11 91 78 103 e134 e260 5,220 713 357 1,180 129 88 53 
12 92 97 103 e128 232 3,540 634 367 733 115 79 55 
13 1,580 555 97 e135 125 3,050 548 1,090 421 96 74 56 
14 1,880 823 86 e140 143 2,990 486 744 528 87 72 57 
15 624 991 92 138 474 4,240 479 459 527 161 68 55 

16 346 566 212 137 1,570 4,980 554 361 328 211 72 54 
17 231 368 369 138 3,710 3,960 542 305 247 211 79 55 
18 168 295 382 143 4,170 2,630 524 268 770 227 74 74 
19 135 240 382 e150 2,570 2,080 532 1,840 2,670 228 80 95 
20 112 208 377 e155 1,670 4,990 457 6,850 3,450 223 84 93 

21 97 199 369 e155 1,620 8,300 402 10,600 2,020 196 100 86 
22 88 191 371 e160 2,080 5,500 372 10,700 891 121 90 74 
23 89 178 370 152 1,630 2,890 370 9,540 560 84 78 62 
24 98 166 374 e150 1,690 2,200 354 4,670 390 80 71 56 
25 98 161 346 148 7,550 1,630 379 3,330 286 88 65 54 

26 94 154 267 e98 10,200 1,160 5,590 9,910 231 100 60 54 
27 90 144 250 e89 6,690 1,020 6,270 14,100 193 91 60 57 
28 85 136 248 87 10,400 959 4,130 9,450 170 80 58 60 
29 78 128 246 95 --- 919 2,020 3,170 150 76 57 58 
30 78 122 255 105 --- 864 1,340 2,390 138 79 56 53 
31 78 --- 268 116 --- 804 --- 2,020 --- 70 54 --- 

Mean 240 235 214 177 2,130 4,022 1,193 3,187 1,370 124 72.8 59.6 
Max 1,880 991 382 319 10,400 14,000 6,270 14,100 5,360 228 100 95 
Min 78 77 86 87 125 804 354 268 138 70 54 50 
Ac-ft 14,730 14,000 13,140 10,880 118,300 247,300 70,970 196,000 81,530 7,640 4,480 3,540 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1985 - 2011, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 1,701 1,919 1,603 1,065 1,730 2,456 2,691 4,133 3,869 2,414 838 1,094 
Max 12,290 13,630 8,038 4,631 8,653 9,746 7,127 11,640 14,130 16,820 4,120 4,627 
(WY) (1987) (1999) (1993) (1993) (1985) (1987) (2009) (1995) (2005) (2007) (1993) (1993) 
Min 49.0 59.6 50.3 56.0 64.2 66.1 83.6 222 112 124 48.2 52.8 
(WY) (1992) (1996) (2001) (1996) (1996) (1996) (1996) (2000) (1988) (2011) (1991) (1991) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2010 Water Year 2011 Water Years 1985 - 2011 
Annual mean  2,865    1,081    2,126   
Highest annual mean    5,540 1993  
Lowest annual mean    313 1991  
Highest daily mean  19,100 Apr 26   14,100 May 27   124,000 Jul   2, 2007  
Lowest daily mean  70 Aug 31   50 Sep   8   1.0 Oct   4, 1984  
Annual seven-day minimum  78 Aug 26   53 Sep   6   1.8 Oct   1, 1984  
Maximum peak flow   14,900 Mar   1   131,000 Jul   2, 2007  
Maximum peak stage   24.27 Mar   1   36.07 Jul   2, 2007  
Instantaneous low flow   48 Sep   8   35 Nov   7, 2006  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  2,074,000    782,500    1,540,000   
10 percent exceeds  7,660    3,230    5,720   
50 percent exceeds  1,550    223    513   
90 percent exceeds  97    69    65   

 

 

 

O N D 
2010 

J F M A M J J A S 
2011 

10 

20 

50 

100 

200 

500 

1,000 

2,000 

5,000 

10,000 

20,000 

50,000 

100,000 

M
EA

N
 D

IS
CH

AR
GE

, C
UB

IC
 F

EE
T 

PE
R 

SE
CO

N
D 


