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Water-Data Report 2011 

04062000 PAINT RIVER NEAR ALPHA, MI 
Northwestern Lake Michigan Basin 

Brule Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 46°00′40″, long 88°15′30″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in NW ¼ NW ¼ sec.25, T.42 N., R.32 W., Iron County, MI, 
Hydrologic Unit 04030106, on right bank 0.6 mi downstream from Lower Paint Dam, 5.5 mi upstream from Brule River, and 6.0 mi southeast of Alpha. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--631 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--June 1952 to current year. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 1727:  Drainage area, WDR MI-96-1:  1985 (M). 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder.  Elevation of gage is 1,260 ft above sea level, from topographic map. 

REMARKS.--Records good except for estimated daily discharges, which are fair.  Flow completely regulated by powerplant and Lower Paint Dam, 0.6 mi 
upstream.  Records not adjusted for diversion to Michigamme River by Paint River Diversion Canal. Several measurements of water temperature were 
made during the year. Gage-height telemeter at station. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=04062000&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2010 TO SEPTEMBER 2011 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 259 282 278 e190 e190 e180 245 397 301 278 223 191 
2 257 280 239 e190 e191 e180 239 396 298 256 225 149 
3 256 282 e218 e190 e191 e178 239 392 298 255 226 149 
4 256 286 e202 e190 e191 e178 239 389 297 255 239 148 
5 260 287 e198 e190 e191 e178 336 387 298 265 248 146 

6 263 288 e196 e190 e191 e178 395 383 297 291 246 148 
7 262 287 e195 e190 e190 e177 398 384 296 284 242 149 
8 261 291 e194 e192 e190 e176 408 384 314 282 252 149 
9 262 292 e194 e192 e191 e176 417 383 328 283 261 150 

10 263 292 e193 e192 e191 e176 443 387 329 282 264 151 

11 265 292 e192 e191 e191 e174 801 389 333 280 272 151 
12 278 291 e191 e192 e191 172 1,080 395 336 282 275 152 
13 286 292 e191 e192 e191 e173 1,080 396 336 281 276 178 
14 285 196 e190 e192 e191 e174 694 397 340 246 276 203 
15 284 122 e190 e192 e191 e175 402 388 343 235 276 203 

16 284 295 e190 e193 e189 e174 397 369 319 235 278 181 
17 284 293 e190 e192 e188 176 393 366 300 235 280 163 
18 282 287 e190 e192 e188 177 386 362 300 226 281 164 
19 282 291 e190 e191 e186 e177 380 349 307 210 280 164 
20 281 288 e190 e190 e186 178 379 328 308 205 280 171 

21 279 290 e190 e190 e185 177 379 315 315 209 280 179 
22 278 291 e189 e190 e183 e180 384 317 323 211 280 180 
23 279 289 e189 e191 e183 e180 387 316 320 207 280 180 
24 280 289 e189 e192 e183 e180 392 311 317 207 281 180 
25 283 288 e189 e192 e181 e180 396 307 299 215 283 180 

26 288 289 e190 e192 e181 e180 396 301 293 219 282 181 
27 288 286 e190 e192 e181 e180 397 302 292 219 280 197 
28 291 285 e190 e191 e180 e182 401 300 292 221 280 207 
29 288 287 e190 e190 --- e184 399 303 307 221 260 214 
30 288 289 e191 e190 --- 180 397 305 307 221 246 219 
31 286 --- e190 e190 --- 200 --- 305 --- 221 253 --- 

Total 8,538 8,397 6,098 5,923 5,256 5,530 13,279 11,003 9,343 7,537 8,205 5,177 
Mean 275 280 197 191 188 178 443 355 311 243 265 173 
Max 291 295 278 193 191 200 1,080 397 343 291 283 219 
Min 256 122 189 190 180 172 239 300 292 205 223 146 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1952 - 2011, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 147 139 110 108 110 119 508 385 217 160 128 135 
Max 554 383 250 241 241 487 2,512 1,921 937 969 349 317 
(WY) (1986) (1989) (2003) (2003) (2010) (1973) (2002) (1996) (1983) (1953) (2002) (2010) 
Min 81.5 81.3 81.3 71.4 76.8 84.0 81.4 83.5 85.4 82.0 81.7 66.8 
(WY) (2000) (2002) (2001) (1955) (2001) (1956) (1990) (1992) (1975) (1998) (2001) (1962) 

 



 Water-Data Report 2011 

 04062000 PAINT RIVER NEAR ALPHA, MI—Continued 

— 3 — 

SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2010 Water Year 2011 Water Years 1952 - 2011 
Annual total  92,010    94,286    
Annual mean  252    258    188   
Highest annual mean    427 2002  
Lowest annual mean    87.9 2000  
Highest daily mean  877 Sep 26   1,080 Apr 12   12,100 Apr 17, 2002  
Lowest daily mean  122 Nov 15   122 Nov 15   62 Mar 22, 1963 a 
Annual seven-day minimum  175 Mar   5   148 Sep   2   65 Jan   9, 1955  
Maximum peak flow   b1,090 Apr 12   c12,300 Apr 17, 2002  
Maximum peak stage   d5.10 Mar 14   f11.44 Apr 17, 2002  
10 percent exceeds  291    383    284   
50 percent exceeds  261    252    93   
90 percent exceeds  190    179    85   
a Also occurred Apr. 22, 2001. 
b Gage height 4.99 ft. 
c From rating curve extended above 6,000 ft³/s. 
d Backwater from ice. 
f From floodmark. 
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