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Water-Data Report 2011 

03250500 LICKING RIVER AT BLUE LICK SPRINGS, KY 
Licking Basin 

Licking Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 38°25′12″, long 83°59′51″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, Nicholas County, KY, Hydrologic Unit 05100101, at bridge on 
Highway 68 at Blue Lick Springs, 1.3 miles upstream from Indian Run, 10 miles upstream from Johnson Creek, 10 miles downstream from Fleming 
Creek and at mile 97.6. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--1,785 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--April 1938 to September 1959 and October 2001 to current year. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder with telemetry. Datum of gage is 560.99 feet above NGVD of 1929. Gage operated from April 1938 to September 1959, 500 
feet downstream at datum .26 feet lower. 

COOPERATION.--National Streamflow Information Program. 

REMARKS.--Records fair except for those estimated, which are poor. Flow regulated since December 1973 by Cave Run Lake (station 03249498). 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge 35,900 ft³/s April 13, 1948, maximum stage 45.0 feet, April 13, 1948, from flood mark. 

EXTREMES OUTSIDE PERIOD OF RECORD.--Flood of January 1937 reached a stage of 47.4 feet. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum discharge, 26,700 ft³/s, April 13, gage height, 35.70 feet. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=03250500
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2010 TO SEPTEMBER 2011 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 648 177 2,600 3,870 3,560 10,800 4,830 5,390 5,720 500 1,210 91 
2 653 227 3,900 3,870 8,510 10,200 4,780 4,190 5,570 433 1,380 83 
3 654 225 2,310 3,660 8,250 5,530 4,730 10,700 5,470 406 1,170 82 
4 654 242 2,210 3,850 4,280 3,540 4,800 13,000 5,380 388 591 83 
5 665 227 2,470 4,050 2,080 4,000 7,480 9,480 5,320 350 402 109 

6 658 216 2,410 3,650 3,050 7,620 9,680 6,830 5,260 326 445 184 
7 522 223 2,160 2,640 3,480 9,810 6,700 6,730 5,210 306 392 608 
8 455 248 1,320 1,950 3,760 6,680 4,640 6,460 5,150 549 540 871 
9 451 249 841 1,370 3,690 7,590 5,690 5,380 5,110 4,340 573 677 

10 447 250 565 914 2,570 10,700 9,200 7,040 5,190 2,190 490 561 

11 444 252 453 831 1,940 11,000 10,300 7,750 5,770 913 412 464 
12 360 253 576 611 1,380 8,020 20,100 6,640 5,170 822 358 379 
13 265 250 899 540 1,260 4,450 24,700 6,240 5,020 2,910 310 325 
14 262 249 911 517 1,200 2,670 21,000 5,760 4,940 2,370 293 298 
15 259 249 813 505 968 2,290 13,700 4,950 4,900 2,000 278 309 

16 278 259 680 498 857 2,980 7,430 6,000 4,890 1,750 294 276 
17 267 271 654 493 802 4,770 9,770 6,140 4,430 3,980 293 251 
18 253 283 605 411 765 5,530 7,560 6,350 3,430 4,080 258 240 
19 251 546 576 591 746 6,770 3,700 6,600 3,080 1,740 266 234 
20 242 680 570 1,020 707 7,360 4,560 6,360 2,900 1,120 261 318 

21 186 669 546 1,190 674 6,980 4,720 6,010 6,470 1,290 259 873 
22 161 662 553 1,110 695 6,320 5,100 5,770 5,830 1,490 249 1,410 
23 158 679 785 e894 773 5,910 11,200 7,150 2,980 1,430 207 1,450 
24 159 713 859 e777 1,540 5,300 21,200 10,100 1,340 1,630 128 1,340 
25 160 792 864 e810 12,000 4,690 18,400 9,090 986 2,940 107 967 

26 172 875 695 1,240 13,800 5,350 14,000 6,840 846 2,150 110 1,050 
27 194 993 633 2,670 10,900 5,270 7,640 7,020 865 1,030 103 1,290 
28 197 944 616 2,980 7,060 5,150 13,300 6,780 1,100 672 98 942 
29 245 810 600 2,500 --- 5,030 15,800 6,250 851 527 98 739 
30 222 877 859 3,210 --- 4,940 13,400 5,850 611 480 95 620 
31 185 --- 3,040 3,480 --- 4,880 --- 5,840 --- 567 93 --- 

Total 10,727 13,590 37,573 56,702 101,297 192,130 310,110 214,690 119,789 45,679 11,763 17,124 
Mean 346 453 1,212 1,829 3,618 6,198 10,340 6,925 3,993 1,474 379 571 
Max 665 993 3,900 4,050 13,800 11,000 24,700 13,000 6,470 4,340 1,380 1,450 
Min 158 177 453 411 674 2,290 3,700 4,190 611 306 93 82 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1974 - 2011, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 1,393 2,117 2,946 3,376 3,989 4,186 4,516 4,362 2,172 706 583 1,073 
Max 4,289 5,325 5,689 6,968 6,896 6,990 10,340 9,376 5,515 1,545 2,264 4,418 
(WY) (2007) (2004) (2005) (2005) (2003) (2008) (2011) (2010) (2003) (2004) (2009) (2004) 
Min 129 243 415 1,829 1,106 1,589 781 540 121 99.5 83.6 54.8 
(WY) (2009) (2009) (2006) (2011) (2002) (2010) (2010) (2006) (2007) (2007) (2007) (2008) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2010 Water Year 2011 Water Years 1974 - 2011 
Annual total  744,586    1,131,174    
Annual mean  2,040    3,099    2,609   
Highest annual mean    3,751 2003  
Lowest annual mean    1,353 2006  
Highest daily mean  33,300 May   5   24,700 Apr 13   33,300 May   5, 2010  
Lowest daily mean  56 Sep   4   82 Sep   3   40 Aug 15, 2002  
Annual seven-day minimum  60 Sep   3   89 Aug 29   43 Aug 13, 2002  
Maximum peak flow   26,700 Apr 13   35,900 Apr 13, 1948  
Maximum peak stage   35.70 Apr 13   45.00 Apr 13, 1948  
10 percent exceeds  4,830    7,510    6,060   
50 percent exceeds  824    1,120    1,170   
90 percent exceeds  101    247    109   
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