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Water-Data Report 2011 

03212500 LEVISA FORK AT PAINTSVILLE, KY 
Big Sandy Basin 

Lower Levisa Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 37°48′55″, long 82°47′30″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, Johnson County, KY, Hydrologic Unit 05070203, on left bank 700 
feet downstream from bridge on State Highway 40 at Paintsville, 900 feet downstream from Paint Creek, and at mile 65.2. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--2,144 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--June 1915 to September 1916, October 1916 to November 1920 (gage heights only), and October 1928 to current year. Monthly 
discharge only for October to December 1928, published in WSP 1305. Published(as "at Thelma" prior to 1928). 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 953: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder with telemetry.  Datum of gage is 566.84 feet above NGVD of 1929.  June 1, 1915 to November 9, 1920, nonrecording gage 
at site 3.4 miles downstream at different datum.  December 22, 1928 to April 5, 1940 nonrecording gage, April 6, 1940 to October 23, 1953, water-
stage recorder, and October 24, 1953 to October 19, 1954 nonrecording gage at bridge 400 feet upstream at present datum. 

COOPERATION.--U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Huntington District. 

REMARKS.--Records good.  Flow regulated since May 1950 by Dewey Lake (station 03211000), since March 1965 by John Flannagan Lake (station 
03208990), since August 1966 by North Fork Pound River Lake (station 03208680), since October 1968 by Fishtrap Lake (station 03207995). 

EXTREMES OUTSIDE PERIOD OF RECORD.--Flood of 1862 reached a stage of 46.6 feet, from levels to floodmark by U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=03212500
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2010 TO SEPTEMBER 2011 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 e498 501 5,140 2,020 2,540 16,400 2,620 4,220 2,030 989 1,360 352 
2 e424 638 9,240 4,550 2,500 16,000 2,250 2,540 1,560 827 1,250 367 
3 e402 631 5,090 5,410 2,180 14,000 2,030 2,270 1,560 726 904 361 
4 e643 695 2,530 4,880 1,940 8,210 1,970 3,770 1,320 674 810 344 
5 667 654 1,450 3,710 1,710 5,140 5,130 4,690 1,140 776 747 1,400 

6 454 677 1,280 2,920 1,450 8,900 13,100 9,060 924 972 716 7,060 
7 469 658 1,260 2,450 1,410 15,400 9,490 7,830 902 1,160 622 12,200 
8 460 601 1,110 1,810 1,430 12,900 6,090 5,270 958 1,040 760 7,980 
9 390 624 905 1,440 1,380 10,200 7,140 5,160 959 1,220 790 5,040 

10 371 679 631 1,380 1,250 10,900 14,800 4,360 1,130 1,200 720 2,940 

11 591 452 599 1,310 1,170 16,600 11,600 15,000 1,170 1,230 779 1,810 
12 608 429 743 1,130 1,090 9,290 13,900 17,700 1,330 2,710 725 1,500 
13 381 423 1,170 1,050 1,010 5,310 13,600 12,700 1,250 2,940 612 1,210 
14 356 515 1,760 951 1,010 4,920 11,100 9,370 1,160 1,990 787 1,080 
15 274 599 1,800 807 964 15,300 8,010 6,620 1,090 1,140 1,430 824 

16 240 999 1,400 802 994 16,500 14,100 5,030 868 1,030 1,580 746 
17 235 1,410 3,820 844 1,000 9,180 19,200 4,450 759 1,810 1,500 722 
18 441 1,080 5,470 876 940 5,160 14,300 4,920 729 3,770 989 719 
19 503 925 3,710 1,140 897 3,840 10,500 4,510 762 2,830 1,030 707 
20 286 830 2,700 1,200 868 4,030 8,230 3,890 1,140 2,380 870 703 

21 239 792 2,180 1,380 866 4,260 5,980 3,310 1,380 2,950 762 694 
22 230 782 2,040 1,630 1,020 4,460 4,490 2,640 1,500 2,540 705 772 
23 228 866 1,620 1,340 1,330 3,880 3,800 3,460 1,690 1,750 626 737 
24 228 1,100 1,340 1,260 1,840 3,510 3,660 4,130 1,400 1,250 497 999 
25 554 1,060 1,280 1,320 6,460 4,890 4,120 7,640 983 1,510 435 852 

26 697 1,020 1,230 1,950 12,800 4,690 4,010 8,900 815 5,820 422 755 
27 566 1,080 1,190 4,020 9,460 3,790 3,460 6,910 826 5,070 408 755 
28 600 1,180 1,460 4,430 8,210 3,570 8,820 4,500 804 3,210 412 1,000 
29 771 1,230 1,390 3,870 --- 3,260 11,300 3,030 788 2,070 401 1,290 
30 700 1,740 1,300 2,960 --- 2,830 7,830 2,770 1,200 1,130 368 1,090 
31 530 --- 1,440 2,560 --- 2,680 --- 2,770 --- 990 363 --- 

Total 14,036 24,870 68,278 67,400 69,719 250,000 246,630 183,420 34,127 59,704 24,380 57,009 
Mean 453 829 2,203 2,174 2,490 8,065 8,221 5,917 1,138 1,926 786 1,900 
Max 771 1,740 9,240 5,410 12,800 16,600 19,200 17,700 2,030 5,820 1,580 12,200 
Min 228 423 599 802 866 2,680 1,970 2,270 729 674 363 344 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1969 - 2011, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 1,073 1,738 2,617 3,715 4,536 4,907 4,190 3,416 1,852 1,026 821 764 
Max 6,560 4,908 8,870 12,030 12,290 13,160 10,040 9,664 5,753 2,678 2,244 3,105 
(WY) (1990) (1978) (1973) (1974) (2003) (1975) (1987) (1984) (2004) (2000) (2001) (2004) 
Min 181 447 552 435 1,142 963 594 519 278 257 291 239 
(WY) (1970) (1970) (2006) (1981) (2006) (1988) (1986) (1976) (1988) (1988) (1969) (1969) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2010 Water Year 2011 Water Years 1969 - 2011 
Annual total  810,466    1,099,573    
Annual mean  2,220    3,013    2,544   
Highest annual mean    4,234 1975  
Lowest annual mean    830 1988  
Highest daily mean  17,900 Feb   7   19,200 Apr 17   42,000 Apr   6, 1977  
Lowest daily mean  228 Oct 23   228 Oct 23   98 Oct   1, 1968  
Annual seven-day minimum  308 Oct 18   308 Oct 18   122 Aug 27, 1969  
Maximum peak flow   19,800 May 12   69,700 Jan 31, 1957  
Maximum peak stage   21.18 May 12   45.92 Jan 31, 1957  
Instantaneous low flow   218 Oct 17   
10 percent exceeds  5,330    8,470    5,960   
50 percent exceeds  1,340    1,320    1,250   
90 percent exceeds  435    510    371   
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