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Water-Data Report 2011 

01595000 NORTH BRANCH POTOMAC RIVER AT STEYER, MD 
Potomac Basin 

North Branch Potomac Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 39°18'06.8", long 79°18'24.8" referenced to North American Datum of 1983, Garrett County, MD, Hydrologic Unit 02070002, on left bank 
0.3 mi southeast of Steyer, 0.4 mi downstream from Steyer Run, 2.0 mi northeast of Gorman, and at mile 81.8. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--73.1 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--July 1956 to current year. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WDR WV-97-1: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder and crest-stage gage. Datum of gage is 2,276.01 ft above National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929. 

REMARKS.--Records good except those above 2,000 ft³/s, which are fair, and those for estimated daily discharges (ice effect, missing gage-heights), 
which are poor. U.S. Geological Survey satellite collection platform at station. Several measurements of water temperature were made during the 
year. Water-quality records for some prior periods have been collected at this location. 

EXTREMES OUTSIDE PERIOD OF RECORD.--Flood of Oct. 15, 1954, reached a stage of 13.0 ft, from floodmarks; discharge, 11,300 ft³/s, from rating curve 
extended above 3,000 ft³/s on basis of slope-area measurement at gage height of 10.30 ft. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Peak discharges greater than base discharge of 2,200 ft³/s and (or) maximum (*): 

Date Time 
Discharge 

(ft³/s) 
Gage height 

(ft) 

Apr 19 1645 *3,540 *7.54 
Jun 20 0630 2,340 6.23 
Sep   6 2100 2,900 6.93 

Minimum discharge, 8.5 ft³/s, Oct. 18. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=01595000
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2010 TO SEPTEMBER 2011 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 111 19 730 257 e78 906 175 296 95 92 44 62 
2 40 22 317 347 588 515 178 246 85 83 43 74 
3 26 21 189 218 338 364 204 220 78 77 45 50 
4 26 46 139 170 242 288 349 265 72 97 46 93 
5 26 74 117 155 191 254 728 206 86 93 43 326 

6 34 54 104 e120 258 402 485 179 73 86 55 1,140 
7 76 39 e100 e100 186 360 352 166 66 75 144 1,180 
8 42 39 e98 e90 171 292 358 154 64 e81 124 486 
9 27 37 e96 e82 e150 424 408 135 60 91 78 321 

10 22 35 e94 e78 e140 1,020 310 123 73 72 66 241 

11 24 32 93 e76 e130 953 263 116 112 67 57 189 
12 25 30 92 e74 e120 556 332 108 73 73 49 149 
13 28 23 114 e72 e110 443 535 234 62 69 40 125 
14 28 21 95 e70 e110 338 371 329 56 74 43 106 
15 23 22 e94 e68 e120 285 297 336 53 63 47 178 

16 18 35 e90 e66 124 323 467 244 52 59 39 140 
17 12 114 e88 e66 264 264 568 833 81 58 36 107 
18 10 77 e84 e66 942 232 386 1,460 203 50 36 97 
19 17 59 e82 e74 743 227 1,500 672 584 56 35 90 
20 17 48 e80 e90 396 188 1,050 422 1,310 53 40 94 

21 17 38 e78 67 789 319 541 303 431 50 39 89 
22 16 34 e76 e66 738 320 410 230 348 47 80 80 
23 25 33 e74 e64 413 354 557 186 217 46 48 81 
24 21 33 e74 e62 330 567 784 158 176 84 35 78 
25 27 49 e72 e64 1,090 384 504 138 148 71 190 70 

26 26 111 e72 e68 688 305 429 125 123 56 138 72 
27 30 102 e70 e68 500 260 463 288 114 57 71 74 
28 29 73 e68 e68 1,120 224 709 261 187 50 67 74 
29 22 63 e68 e70 --- 196 478 156 122 46 54 71 
30 17 137 94 e70 --- 179 364 122 95 51 47 68 
31 16 --- 153 e72 --- 179 --- 105 --- 47 42 --- 

Total 878 1,520 3,795 3,078 11,069 11,921 14,555 8,816 5,299 2,074 1,921 6,005 
Mean 28.3 50.7 122 99.3 395 385 485 284 177 66.9 62.0 200 
Max 111 137 730 347 1,120 1,020 1,500 1,460 1,310 97 190 1,180 
Min 10 19 68 62 78 179 175 105 52 46 35 50 
Cfsm 0.39 0.69 1.67 1.36 5.41 5.26 6.64 3.89 2.42 0.92 0.85 2.74 
In. 0.45 0.77 1.93 1.57 5.63 6.07 7.41 4.49 2.70 1.06 0.98 3.06 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1956 – 2011, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 70.7 135 219 231 257 342 274 202 127 99.4 77.8 63.6 
Max 316 588 527 569 604 885 573 540 442 340 355 492 
(WY) (1977) (1986) (1973) (1974) (1994) (1963) (1958) (1996) (1981) (1978) (1996) (2003) 
Min 12.8 22.2 46.1 41.8 65.9 112 78.2 62.5 15.5 14.3 6.72 5.99 
(WY) (1964) (2002) (1999) (1977) (1993) (1990) (1995) (1965) (1965) (1965) (1965) (1959) 

 



 Water-Data Report 2011 

 01595000 NORTH BRANCH POTOMAC RIVER AT STEYER, MD—Continued 

— 3 — 

SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2010 Water Year 2011 Water Years 1956 – 2011 
Annual total  50,881    70,931    
Annual mean  139    194    174   
Highest annual mean    297 1996  
Lowest annual mean    115 1959  
Highest daily mean  2,600 Mar 13   1,500 Apr 19   4,530 Feb   9, 1994  
Lowest daily mean  10 Oct 18   10 Oct 18   3.1 Sep   9, 1965  
Annual seven-day minimum  15 Oct 16   15 Oct 16   3.6 Sep 23, 1959  
Maximum peak flow   3,540 Apr 19   a11,500 Nov   5, 1985  
Maximum peak stage   7.54 Apr 19   13.14 Nov   5, 1985  
Instantaneous low flow   8.5 Oct 18   2.7 Aug 18, 1999  
Annual runoff (cfsm)  1.91    2.66    2.38   
Annual runoff (inches)  25.89    36.10    32.34   
10 percent exceeds  265    471    383   
50 percent exceeds  86    93    105   
90 percent exceeds  20    34    23   
a From rating curve extended above 3,000 ft³/s on basis of slope-area measurement at gage height of 10.30 ft. 
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