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10311000 Carson River Near Carson City, NV 
Carson Basin 

Upper Carson Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 39°0628, long 119°4244 referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in SW ¼ NW ¼ sec.2, T.14 N., R.20 E., Carson City, NV, 
Hydrologic Unit 16050201, on left bank, 2 mi downstream from Clear Creek, 3 mi upstream from Lloyds Bridge on road to Mexican Dam, 5 mi 
southeast of Carson City Post Office, and at mi 70.4 upstream from Lahontan Dam. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--886 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--May 1939 to current year. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WDR NV-79-1:  Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is 4,620.48 ft above National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929, from topographic map. Prior to Dec. 23, 1955, 
water-stage recorder on right bank at datum 1.0 ft higher. Dec. 23, 1955, to Mar. 13, 1956, nonrecording gage at present site at datum 1.0 ft higher. 
Mar. 14, 1956, to Sep. 30, 1963, water-stage recorder at present site at datum 1.0 ft higher. 

REMARKS.--Records good except for daily discharges less than 10 ft³/s and estimated daily discharges, which are poor. Many diversions above station for 
irrigation. Flow slightly regulated by several small reservoirs on tributaries. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 30,500 ft³/s, Jan. 3, 1997, gage height, 18.43 ft; no flow Sep. 5, 1992. 

PEAK DISCHARGES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Peak discharges greater than base discharge of 1,600 ft³/s and (or) maximum (*): 

Date Time
Discharge 

(ft³/s)
Gage height 

(ft)

May 21 1315 1,730 5.02 
Jun   7 1745 *3,290 *6.82 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=10311000
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2009 TO SEPTEMBER 2010 

DAILY MEAN VALUES
[e, estimated; &, affected value]

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep

1 6.0 96 76 120 192 335 404 440 990 776 47 15 
2 6.5 91 &95 127 197 323 336 441 1,350 651 44 15 
3 6.5 90 &103 &130 194 314 308 494 1,670 545 34 15 
4 6.8 92 &100 &127 189 291 288 612 2,080 465 29 18 
5 7.7 89 &103 124 190 263 279 891 2,710 419 25 18 

6 9.0 86 &110 127 196 248 277 978 2,980 359 24 17 
7 14 82 &54 130 198 247 266 908 3,110 305 21 16 
8 17 80 &85 136 195 241 244 939 3,150 267 19 14 
9 30 80 &99 140 186 246 254 997 2,850 261 26 13 

10 39 77 &98 148 180 242 272 942 2,470 264 36 13 

11 48 83 &107 147 173 242 269 766 1,920 262 32 15 
12 70 84 &117 147 170 238 265 621 1,560 243 28 17 
13 86 88 &125 191 171 257 258 567 1,410 193 22 17 
14 476 87 &120 233 170 254 231 591 1,320 182 20 17 
15 496 80 &118 182 170 237 218 665 1,380 172 21 13 

16 213 82 &120 174 172 241 227 957 1,460 158 21 12 
17 162 85 &126 174 179 259 257 1,360 1,260 160 18 10 
18 142 95 e123 173 185 290 306 1,310 1,110 148 17 9.1 
19 131 98 e122 183 190 309 365 1,140 1,070 147 16 9.3 
20 133 92 e125 175 196 313 406 1,350 1,020 103 19 11 

21 129 86 116 171 193 324 438 1,600 948 81 17 11 
22 117 92 e120 e162 185 331 387 1,400 858 61 15 12 
23 110 89 e125 &157 177 334 397 1,110 836 61 15 15 
24 106 94 &116 e140 184 346 383 944 912 57 19 18 
25 104 86 99 155 216 368 413 791 895 57 23 21 

26 102 84 96 175 206 367 540 711 961 80 22 20 
27 100 83 113 195 321 343 672 659 967 101 17 20 
28 93 93 &115 223 410 340 865 654 1,000 103 14 19 
29 94 92 &114 220 --- 374 667 638 994 75 13 19 
30 92 &78 115 209 --- 474 513 649 873 62 14 17 
31 95 --- 118 202 --- 499 --- 768 --- 55 13 --- 

Total 3,241.5 2,614 3,373 5,097 5,585 9,490 11,005 26,893 46,114 6,873 701 456.4 
Mean 105 87.1 109 164 199 306 367 868 1,537 222 22.6 15.2 
Max 496 98 126 233 410 499 865 1,600 3,150 776 47 21 
Min 6.0 77 54 120 170 237 218 440 836 55 13 9.1 
Ac-ft 6,430 5,180 6,690 10,110 11,080 18,820 21,830 53,340 91,470 13,630 1,390 905 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1940 - 2010, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep

Mean 94.0 195 274 362 374 413 589 1,197 952 254 54.3 43.6 
Max 527 1,693 1,992 3,171 2,115 1,573 1,467 3,129 4,099 1,764 657 281 
(WY) (1983) (1951) (1951) (1997) (1986) (1986) (1982) (1969) (1983) (1995) (1983) (1983) 
Min 7.69 46.6 52.4 76.4 62.7 73.7 46.4 93.9 47.7 11.6 2.81 1.96 
(WY) (1978) (1978) (1989) (1991) (1991) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1988) (2007) (1977) (1977) 

 



 Water-Data Report 2010 

 10311000 Carson River Near Carson City, NV—Continued 

— 3 — 

SUMMARY STATISTICS

 Calendar Year 2009 Water Year 2010 Water Years 1940 - 2010
Annual total  90,713.1    121,442.9    
Annual mean  249    333    400   
Highest annual mean   1,142 1983  
Lowest annual mean   58.5 1977  
Highest daily mean  1,810 May   4   3,150 Jun   8   26,100 Jan   3, 1997  
Lowest daily mean  2.7 Sep   5   6.0 Oct   1   0.00 Sep   5, 1992  
Annual seven-day minimum  3.0 Sep   7   8.1 Oct   1   1.5 Aug 24, 1992  
Maximum peak flow   3,290 Jun   7   30,500 Jan   3, 1997  
Maximum peak stage   6.82 Jun   7   18.43 Jan   3, 1997  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  179,900    240,900    289,700   
10 percent exceeds  761    943    1,060   
50 percent exceeds  116    170    177   
90 percent exceeds  6.8    17    19   

 

O N D 
2009 

J F M A M J J A S
1

2

5

10

20

50

100

200

500

1,000

2,000

5,000

10,000

M
EA

N
 D

IS
CH

AR
GE

, C
UB

IC
 F

EE
T 

PE
R 

SE
CO

N
D 

2010  

 


