
 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
U.S. Geological Survey 

Water-Data Report 2010 

09428508 UPPER MAIN DRAIN NEAR POSTON, AZ 
Lower Colorado Basin 
Bouse Wash Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 34°0124, long 114°2442 referenced to North American Datum of 1927, La Paz County, AZ, Hydrologic Unit 15030105, in NE¼ SW¼ 
NW¼, sec.23, T.8N and R.21W, Parker SW 7.5 quadrangle, La Paz Co., on right bank, 4.7 mi above confluence with Poston Wasteway Spill. 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 4, 1974 to present. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder housed in a half shelter mounted on top of 11 ft. corrugated pipe 2 ft. diameter with cleanout doors. Shelter is located on 
right bank of drain. Power is supplied by solar maintained battery. Reference gage is an outside staff mounted on upstream side of well, reading 0 to 
6.74 ft. 

REMARKS.--Records are rated fair due to variable backwater conditions generally attributed to aquatic and channel vegetation and minimal channel slope. 
Estimated record, should be considered poor. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum daily discharge, 94 ft³/s, May 8; minimum daily discharge, 26 ft³/s, Feb. 15. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=09428508
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2009 TO SEPTEMBER 2010 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 64 72 47 52 32 39 e62 69 74 59 68 64 
2 62 66 46 53 32 38 e63 81 68 66 69 67 
3 62 65 49 57 31 39 e64 68 70 64 69 69 
4 60 63 50 39 30 44 e65 70 72 63 68 66 
5 64 65 53 37 30 47 e66 81 77 65 65 68 

6 65 64 52 36 29 43 e67 76 74 63 73 63 
7 63 67 49 35 29 51 e67 84 74 63 68 66 
8 68 68 45 34 29 58 e68 94 70 61 67 70 
9 62 54 42 34 28 41 e69 87 65 63 67 66 

10 61 57 41 33 27 41 e70 78 61 67 77 69 

11 58 63 41 33 30 42 e71 78 62 61 76 64 
12 56 53 42 32 28 50 e72 72 73 62 74 64 
13 63 52 40 32 29 46 e73 78 71 64 71 64 
14 64 50 39 31 27 e48 e74 79 63 59 76 64 
15 57 53 41 30 26 e49 78 77 63 65 81 64 

16 64 56 46 30 31 e50 72 69 63 68 71 65 
17 64 50 46 30 31 e50 68 73 62 69 67 71 
18 65 53 43 35 36 e51 70 80 58 67 76 64 
19 61 56 45 43 43 e52 73 69 60 75 72 64 
20 57 61 49 43 41 e53 63 81 63 75 69 62 

21 59 55 44 40 42 e53 58 85 61 68 69 64 
22 62 53 44 36 40 e54 56 86 60 73 64 64 
23 58 52 46 38 36 e55 63 87 62 71 68 60 
24 54 49 45 39 34 e56 67 74 61 71 65 61 
25 56 56 41 40 35 e57 82 64 57 68 66 63 

26 55 65 37 36 40 e57 80 75 51 67 67 72 
27 61 60 46 36 38 e58 69 76 55 64 75 66 
28 61 46 41 36 42 e59 64 82 54 67 75 60 
29 61 50 43 35 --- e60 65 69 56 72 70 66 
30 67 54 50 34 --- e61 64 74 56 75 67 65 
31 71 --- 51 32 --- e62 --- 74 --- 78 67 --- 

Total 1,905 1,728 1,394 1,151 926 1,564 2,043 2,390 1,916 2,073 2,177 1,955 
Mean 61.5 57.6 45.0 37.1 33.1 50.5 68.1 77.1 63.9 66.9 70.2 65.2 
Max 71 72 53 57 43 62 82 94 77 78 81 72 
Min 54 46 37 30 26 38 56 64 51 59 64 60 
Ac-ft 3,780 3,430 2,760 2,280 1,840 3,100 4,050 4,740 3,800 4,110 4,320 3,880 

 

 
 STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1975 - 2010, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 83.8 71.1 61.0 50.4 52.8 68.4 84.2 93.5 102 108 111 101 
Max 134 119 107 95.0 116 139 162 162 158 171 178 151 
(WY) (1976) (1975) (1975) (1984) (1975) (1975) (1975) (1975) (1975) (1978) (1976) (1976) 
Min 58.2 44.5 39.2 30.2 27.6 30.0 52.3 62.9 63.9 66.9 67.7 65.2 
(WY) (2003) (2005) (1986) (2005) (2005) (2005) (2005) (2005) (2010) (2010) (2005) (2010) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2009 Water Year 2010 Water Years 1975 - 2010 

Annual total  24,522    21,222    
Annual mean  67.2    58.1    81.0   
Highest annual mean    123 1976  
Lowest annual mean    52.8 2005  
Highest daily mean  107 Jun   4   94 May   8   221 Aug   6, 1978  
Lowest daily mean  34 Jan 18   26 Feb 15   13 Jan 29, 1985  
Annual seven-day minimum  35 Jan 14   28 Feb   9   18 Jan 26, 1985  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  48,640    42,090    58,670   
10 percent exceeds  84    74    119   
50 percent exceeds  71    62    77   
90 percent exceeds  45    36    47   

 

O N D 
2009 

J F M A M J J A S
10

20

50

100

M
E

A
N

 D
IS

C
H

A
R

G
E

, 
C

U
B

IC
 F

E
E

T
 P

E
R

 S
E

C
O

N
D

 

2010  

 


