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03189100 GAULEY RIVER NEAR CRAIGSVILLE, WV 
Kanawha Basin 
Gauley Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 38°1727, long 80°3828 referenced to North American Datum of 1927, Nicholas County, WV, Hydrologic Unit 05050005, on right bank 
at downstream side of highway bridge on State Highway 20, 200 ft downstream from Cherry River, 1.8 mi downstream from Cranberry River, 2.7 mi 
south of Craigsville, and at mile 61.5. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--529 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1964 to September 1966 (daily discharge and annual maxima), October 1966 to September 1982 (daily discharge and peaks), 
October 1982 to September 1983 (daily mean gage height and annual maxima), October 1985 to current year (daily discharge and peaks). 

REVISED RECORDS.--WDR WV-82-1: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder with satellite telemeter. Datum of gage is 1,869.55 ft above NAVD 88 (1,870.00 ft above NGVD 29). 

REMARKS.--Records good except those for period of estimated daily discharges (ice effect), which are poor. 

EXTREMES OUTSIDE PERIOD OF RECORD.--Flood of July 4, 1932 is estimated as 65,000 ft³/s and flood of July 19, 1954, is estimated as 55,000 ft³/s on the 
basis of discharge-area comparison with Gauley River at Camden on Gauley (03187000) and Gauley River near Summersville (03189500). 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Peak discharges greater than base discharge of 12,000 ft³/s and (or) maximum (*): 

Date Time
Discharge 

(ft³/s)
Gage height 

(ft)

Jan 25 0730 *35,700 *21.54 
Mar 13 0930 30,300 20.44 
Mar 22 1630 12,000 15.81 
May 13 0100 24,100 19.02 

Minimum discharge, 22 ft³/s, Sept. 26, gage height, 9.42 ft. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=03189100
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2009 TO SEPTEMBER 2010 

DAILY MEAN VALUES
[e, estimated]

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep

1 908 1,880 1,160 1,530 1,070 875 2,310 813 1,470 148 226 88 
2 745 2,000 1,170 1,490 1,020 793 2,160 927 1,490 100 201 72 
3 579 1,560 3,890 1,420 929 762 1,940 2,260 954 77 156 64 
4 452 1,250 2,920 1,270 780 709 1,620 2,620 763 67 131 60 
5 360 1,050 2,180 1,150 765 628 1,260 1,790 615 59 170 56 

6 299 882 1,670 1,030 1,140 653 1,430 1,330 518 52 176 57 
7 288 757 1,330 964 931 696 1,360 1,030 579 45 150 51 
8 304 667 1,160 900 718 827 1,140 961 462 40 117 46 
9 266 585 5,330 762 704 1,330 1,620 898 400 39 81 41 

10 416 520 5,610 722 673 2,960 1,460 707 536 52 68 39 

11 657 512 2,980 641 554 6,040 1,230 642 464 93 61 35 
12 531 668 2,030 e600 573 12,300 1,070 3,920 394 109 71 34 
13 435 848 1,740 e580 585 22,000 929 12,900 2,640 109 86 39 
14 390 746 2,720 e560 524 10,600 813 4,730 2,170 1,370 70 45 
15 542 652 2,350 e540 520 6,210 714 4,040 1,420 763 77 44 

16 1,490 583 1,980 704 473 5,690 640 2,540 1,030 377 149 38 
17 1,280 529 1,530 3,500 449 4,180 657 4,670 832 262 96 38 
18 1,090 483 1,310 8,640 453 3,640 625 3,770 637 264 90 80 
19 915 463 1,280 5,500 471 3,610 535 4,650 500 852 422 83 
20 837 729 1,090 4,390 452 3,440 483 3,280 473 1,340 323 56 

21 766 676 911 5,180 481 3,610 451 2,240 378 2,380 183 44 
22 667 591 816 4,050 610 7,370 419 1,670 296 2,490 137 37 
23 601 543 762 3,310 1,110 5,930 387 1,450 243 1,300 148 33 
24 3,910 516 755 2,840 1,440 3,910 361 1,120 222 821 168 29 
25 3,460 495 1,050 23,200 1,260 3,580 393 908 264 572 370 26 

26 1,940 466 2,980 8,770 1,080 4,340 501 757 312 434 583 24 
27 1,440 451 2,540 4,480 1,070 3,760 1,200 678 209 335 405 26 
28 3,070 436 1,950 2,910 1,050 2,870 1,420 1,260 215 253 280 48 
29 2,460 399 1,490 2,040 --- 3,500 1,100 1,690 256 213 205 568 
30 1,740 543 1,170 1,630 --- 3,340 937 1,040 203 225 157 270 
31 1,390 --- 1,190 1,280 --- 2,850 --- 804 --- 260 116 --- 

Total 34,228 22,480 61,044 96,583 21,885 133,003 31,165 72,095 20,945 15,501 5,673 2,171 
Mean 1,104 749 1,969 3,116 782 4,290 1,039 2,326 698 500 183 72.4 
Max 3,910 2,000 5,610 23,200 1,440 22,000 2,310 12,900 2,640 2,490 583 568 
Min 266 399 755 540 449 628 361 642 203 39 61 24 
Cfsm 2.09 1.42 3.72 5.89 1.48 8.11 1.96 4.40 1.32 0.95 0.35 0.14
In. 2.41 1.58 4.29 6.79 1.54 9.35 2.19 5.07 1.47 1.09 0.40 0.15

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1965 - 2010, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep

Mean 727 1,398 1,886 1,945 2,011 2,638 2,011 1,700 934 765 618 502 
Max 3,531 4,464 3,561 3,722 3,928 4,968 3,525 3,575 2,730 2,270 2,819 2,056 
(WY) (1977) (1986) (1979) (1996) (1994) (1967) (1987) (1996) (1974) (2001) (1989) (2003) 
Min 31.4 78.7 341 464 551 1,157 676 463 100 58.3 67.9 26.9 
(WY) (2009) (2002) (1966) (1977) (1978) (2006) (1995) (1991) (1991) (1999) (1988) (2008) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS

 Calendar Year 2009 Water Year 2010 Water Years 1965 - 2010
Annual total  475,110    516,773    
Annual mean  1,302    1,416    1,426   
Highest annual mean   1,944 1996  
Lowest annual mean   854 1999  
Highest daily mean  10,300 Jan   7   23,200 Jan 25   29,800 Oct   9, 1976  
Lowest daily mean  45 Sep 24   24 Sep 26   8.2 Sep 12, 1995  
Annual seven-day minimum  52 Sep 19   31 Sep 21   9.0 Sep 10, 1995  
Maximum peak flow   35,700 Jan 25   a63,500 Nov 19, 2003  
Maximum peak stage   21.54 Jan 25   25.94 Nov 19, 2003  
Instantaneous low flow   22 Sep 26   7.6 Aug 22, 1987  
Annual runoff (cfsm)  2.46    2.68    2.70   
Annual runoff (inches)  33.41    36.34    36.62   
10 percent exceeds  2,990    3,500    3,250   
50 percent exceeds  885    745    831   
90 percent exceeds  156    75    107   
a From rating curve extended above 35,000 ft³/s, highest since 1932. 
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WATER-QUALITY RECORDS 

PERIOD OF DAILY RECORD.-- 
SPECIFIC CONDUCTANCE: October 1981 to September 1982. 
WATER TEMPERATURE: November 1974 to April 1977, November 1980 to September 1982. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF DAILY RECORD.-- 
SPECIFIC CONDUCTANCE: Maximum daily, 70 microsiemens, Sept. 22, 1982; minimum daily, 28 microsiemens, Nov. 29, 1981, Mar. 17, 23, Apr. 20, 

June 11, 1982. 
WATER TEMPERATURE: Maximum, 31.0°C, Aug. 1, 2, 1975; minimum, 0.0°C, on many days in 1981 and 1982. 


