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Water-Data Report 2010 

01188090 FARMINGTON RIVER AT UNIONVILLE, CT 
Lower Connecticut Basin 

Farmington Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 41°45′21″, long 72°53′14″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, Hartford County, CT, Hydrologic Unit 01080207, at right bank 
upstream from steel truss highway bridge on State Rt. 177 at Unionville, 4.1 mi downstream from Bunnell Brook and 3.0 mi upstream from Pequabuck 
River. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--378 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1977 to current year. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder and crest-stage gage. Datum of gage is 178.20 ft above National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929. Satellite telemetry at 
station. 

REMARKS.--Records good except for periods of estimated daily discharge, which are fair. Peak flows are affected by flood-control regulation at Colebrook 
River Lake, Highland Lake Reservoir, Sucker Brook Dam, and Mad River Reservoir. The natural flow regime can be altered by regulation from water-
supply reservoirs (Barkhamsted, Lake McDonough, East Branch, Nepaug, and West Branch), flood-control reservoirs (Colebrook River Lake, Highland 
Lake Reservoir, Sucker Brook Dam, and Mad River Reservoir), and by Otis Reservoir. 

EXTREMES OUTSIDE PERIOD OF RECORD.--Flood of Aug. 19, 1955 reached a stage of 32.9 ft from floodmark; discharge, 140,000 ft³/s, by slope-area 
measurement 3.8 mi upstream. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=01188090&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2009 TO SEPTEMBER 2010 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 230 594 683 913 e941 1,400 3,360 428 378 283 271 107 
2 219 560 647 883 868 1,150 2,820 422 403 283 240 108 
3 361 609 1,450 800 872 1,030 3,630 422 401 338 237 108 
4 413 594 1,300 858 843 967 3,220 394 391 356 235 115 
5 311 569 953 855 736 1,120 3,110 395 420 348 262 143 

6 267 550 859 772 627 1,060 2,490 360 434 308 254 143 
7 304 525 759 728 e603 1,060 1,290 333 452 307 238 143 
8 307 539 698 665 e590 1,100 1,180 366 378 311 237 145 
9 276 556 763 594 e548 1,260 1,190 408 364 297 228 143 

10 291 510 876 e569 546 1,320 1,140 337 423 294 162 144 

11 273 507 782 e562 547 1,410 1,050 290 461 312 158 143 
12 263 495 710 e557 528 1,440 945 313 506 281 157 144 
13 236 488 741 551 516 1,730 813 332 742 293 156 136 
14 228 640 1,210 520 506 5,520 767 404 629 313 154 105 
15 230 902 1,110 506 496 4,830 726 471 492 284 153 102 

16 311 750 1,100 505 492 4,060 672 513 447 270 160 102 
17 310 657 946 514 491 3,330 778 483 413 265 136 106 
18 329 596 814 693 484 2,820 674 504 300 268 131 106 
19 355 568 789 678 475 3,120 582 658 401 267 128 103 
20 337 836 790 655 472 2,990 507 610 410 259 127 101 

21 332 844 723 617 470 2,800 480 526 368 272 124 103 
22 326 702 e664 641 443 2,530 454 482 252 280 206 109 
23 312 638 e636 638 385 4,020 484 452 286 283 379 109 
24 505 627 e624 621 571 3,530 753 442 296 353 183 109 
25 1,310 609 628 2,410 1,360 3,250 788 441 387 341 141 109 

26 751 604 654 3,120 3,580 2,740 659 426 379 298 115 107 
27 608 630 2,340 1,870 2,180 2,040 643 477 395 259 118 129 
28 890 731 1,870 1,610 1,660 1,850 580 437 403 251 121 309 
29 1,160 703 1,240 e1,180 --- 3,450 499 419 312 249 120 234 
30 805 664 1,060 e1,080 --- 5,630 446 412 293 244 108 535 
31 641 --- 950 e1,030 --- 5,730 --- 395 --- 254 103 --- 

Total 13,491 18,797 29,369 28,195 22,830 80,287 36,730 13,352 12,216 9,021 5,542 4,300 
Mean 435 627 947 910 815 2,590 1,224 431 407 291 179 143 
Max 1,310 902 2,340 3,120 3,580 5,730 3,630 658 742 356 379 535 
Min 219 488 624 505 385 967 446 290 252 244 103 101 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1978 - 2010, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 512 626 708 745 671 1,031 1,270 787 704 397 425 399 
Max 1,488 1,322 2,031 2,396 1,433 2,590 2,902 1,902 2,149 1,037 853 792 
(WY) (2006) (2004) (1997) (2006) (2008) (2010) (1983) (1989) (1982) (2009) (2009) (2004) 
Min 175 210 182 135 201 289 269 238 183 159 158 106 
(WY) (1981) (2002) (2002) (1981) (1980) (1989) (1985) (1985) (1985) (1985) (2002) (2002) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2009 Water Year 2010 Water Years 1978 - 2010 
Annual total  286,295    274,130    
Annual mean  784    751    689   
Highest annual mean    1,018 2006  
Lowest annual mean    287 1985  
Highest daily mean  2,970 Jun 21   5,730 Mar 31   17,000 Apr 16, 2007  
Lowest daily mean  213 Sep 26   101 Sep 20   64 Sep 26, 2002  
Annual seven-day minimum  228 Sep 20   103 Sep 15   67 Sep 20, 2002  
Maximum peak flow   8,350 Mar 30   20,300 Mar 23, 1980  
Maximum peak stage   11.66 Mar 30   16.57 Mar 23, 1980  
Instantaneous low flow   99 Sep 16 a  61 Sep 26, 2002  
10 percent exceeds  1,300    1,420    1,350   
50 percent exceeds  679    499    489   
90 percent exceeds  359    144    218   
a Also Sep. 20-21. 
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