
 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
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Water-Data Report 2009 

15744500 KOBUK River near KIANA, AK 
Kobuk-Selawik Rivers Basin 
Lower Kobuk River Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 66°5825, long 160°0751 referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in NW ¼ SE ¼ sec.11, T.18 N., R.7 W., Northwest Arctic 
Borough, AK, Hydrologic Unit 19050304. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--9520.00 mi²,  approximately. 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--September 1976 to September 2003 and October 2007 to current year. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WDR AK-81-1: 1977 (M), 1978, 1979-80 (M), WDR AK-93-1: 1992 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Elevation of gage is 35 ft above sea level, from topographic map. 

REMARKS.--Records fair except for estimated daily discharges, which are poor. GOES satellite telemetry at station. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=15744500
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2008 TO SEPTEMBER 2009 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 5,990 e3,400 e2,600 e1,600 e900 e710 e700 e4,700 66,700 e33,000 12,500 16,400
2 5,210 e3,300 e2,600 e1,600 e890 e710 e700 e5,000 68,300 e29,000 12,700 33,500
3 4,490 e3,300 e2,570 e1,500 e880 e710 e700 e4,000 80,900 e26,000 13,700 45,000
4 e4,200 e3,300 e2,500 e1,500 e870 e710 e700 e3,300 90,300 e24,000 14,600 41,400
5 e4,000 e3,300 e2,500 e1,400 e860 e710 e700 e2,800 89,700 e22,000 15,300 36,500

6 e3,900 e3,300 e2,500 e1,400 e850 e710 e700 e2,400 91,900 e20,000 15,800 32,400
7 e3,900 e3,200 e2,500 e1,300 e840 e710 e700 e2,200 91,900 e19,000 15,600 28,700
8 e3,900 e3,200 e2,500 e1,300 e820 e700 e700 e2,000 87,700 e18,000 15,000 25,700
9 e4,000 e3,200 e2,500 e1,300 e810 e700 e700 e3,000 79,700 e17,000 14,100 23,500

10 e4,100 e3,200 e2,500 e1,200 e800 e700 e700 e4,000 76,900 e16,000 13,200 22,000

11 e4,100 e3,200 e2,400 e1,200 e800 e700 e700 e5,000 73,600 e15,000 12,500 20,600
12 e4,200 e3,200 e2,400 e1,200 e800 e700 e700 e7,000 66,500 e15,000 11,900 19,400
13 e4,300 e3,100 e2,400 e1,200 e790 e700 e700 e11,000 62,200 e14,000 11,500 18,400
14 e4,300 e3,100 e2,400 e1,200 e790 e700 e700 e18,000 56,800 e14,000 11,100 17,600
15 e4,200 e3,100 e2,400 e1,150 e780 e700 e700 e25,000 51,400 e13,500 10,700 16,900

16 e4,200 e3,100 e2,400 e1,150 e770 e700 e700 e37,000 46,100 e13,500 10,300 16,400
17 e4,100 e3,000 e2,300 e1,150 e770 e700 e700 e60,000 41,500 e13,300 10,100 15,700
18 e4,000 e3,000 e2,300 e1,150 e760 e700 e700 e80,000 38,700 e13,000 9,950 15,100
19 e3,900 e2,900 e2,300 e1,100 e760 e700 e700 e86,000 36,100 e13,000 9,930 14,500
20 e3,800 e2,900 e2,300 e1,100 e750 e700 e700 88,500 34,000 e12,500 9,850 13,900

21 e3,800 e2,900 e2,200 e1,100 e740 e700 e700 91,800 e32,000 e12,000 9,810 13,600
22 e3,700 e2,800 e2,200 e1,100 e730 e700 e700 96,500 e30,000 e11,500 9,810 13,200
23 e3,700 e2,800 e2,100 e1,100 e730 e700 e700 105,000 e28,000 e11,500 10,700 12,900
24 e3,600 e2,700 e2,100 e1,050 e720 e700 e700 114,000 e28,000 e11,500 12,700 12,600
25 e3,600 e2,700 e2,000 e1,050 e720 e700 e700 119,000 e29,000 e11,500 12,900 12,400

26 e3,600 e2,700 e2,000 e1,050 e720 e700 e710 121,000 e30,000 e12,000 12,700 12,100
27 e3,500 e2,700 e1,900 e1,000 e710 e700 e720 118,000 32,000 e12,500 12,500 11,700
28 e3,500 e2,700 e1,800 e980 e710 e700 e750 110,000 36,100 12,400 12,300 11,400
29 e3,500 e2,600 e1,800 e960 --- e700 e900 97,500 40,100 12,300 11,800 10,900
30 e3,400 e2,600 e1,700 e940 --- e700 e1,600 87,200 38,100 12,400 11,300 10,500
31 e3,400 --- e1,700 e920 --- e700 --- 77,500 --- 12,400 11,900 ---

Total 124,090 90,500 70,370 36,950 22,070 21,770 22,180 1,588,400 1,654,200 492,800 378,750 594,900
Mean 4,003 3,017 2,270 1,192 788 702 739 51,240 55,140 15,900 12,220 19,830
Max 5,990 3,400 2,600 1,600 900 710 1,600 121,000 91,900 33,000 15,800 45,000
Min 3,400 2,600 1,700 920 710 700 700 2,000 28,000 11,500 9,810 10,500
Ac-ft 246,100 179,500 139,600 73,290 43,780 43,180 43,990 3,151,000 3,281,000 977,500 751,300 1,180,000
Cfsm 0.42 0.32 0.24 0.13 0.08 0.07 0.08 5.38 5.79 1.67 1.28 2.08
In. 0.48 0.35 0.27 0.14 0.09 0.09 0.09 6.21 6.46 1.93 1.48 2.32

 

STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1976 - 2009, BY WATER YEAR (WY) # 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 13,570 5,456 3,461 2,573 2,095 1,846 1,802 27,030 46,630 21,370 29,390 27,090
Max 29,870 11,050 6,097 3,965 2,868 2,600 3,703 52,250 87,010 40,130 78,210 78,190
(WY) (1994) (1994) (1994) (1994) (1994) (1980) (1980) (2002) (1989) (1980) (1994) (1986) 
Min 4,003 2,750 1,926 1,192 788 702 739 1,635 19,690 9,032 7,809 7,263
(WY) (2009) (1981) (1982) (2009) (2009) (2009) (2009) (1992) (1997) (1997) (2002) (2008) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2008 Water Year 2009 Water Years 1976 - 2009# 

Annual total  4,483,400    5,096,980    
Annual mean  12,250    13,960    15,280   
Highest annual mean    24,960 1994  
Lowest annual mean    10,020 1977  
Highest daily mean  130,000 May 17   121,000 May 26   155,000 Jun   5, 1992  

Lowest daily mean  a1,200 Mar 24   b700 Mar   8   c700 Mar   8, 2009  
Annual seven-day minimum  1,200 Mar 24   700 Mar   8   700 Mar   8, 2009  
Maximum peak flow   121,000 May 26   161,000 Jun   4, 1992  

Maximum peak stage   57.63 May 26   d62.94 Jun   4, 1992  

Maximum peak stage      f64.26 Jun   1, 1989  
Annual runoff (cfsm)  1.29    1.47    1.61   
Annual runoff (inches)  17.52    19.92    21.81   
10 percent exceeds  41,300    38,300    41,400   
50 percent exceeds  3,250    3,300    5,400   
90 percent exceeds  1,200    700    1,700   

# See Period of Record; partial year used in monthly statistics and break in record 
a From Mar. 24 to May 4 
b From Mar. 8 to Apr. 25 
c From Mar. 8 to Apr. 25, 2009 
d From floodmarks 
f Backwater from ice  
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