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11287500 Don Pedro Reservoir near La Grange, CA 
San Joaquin River Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 37°4206, long 120°2516 referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in NE ¼ SW ¼ sec.3, T.3 S., R.14 E., Tuolumne County, CA, 
Hydrologic Unit 18040009, on left end of New Don Pedro Dam on Tuolumne River, 500 ft downstream from Mexican Gulch, and 3.4 mi northeast of 
La Grange. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--1,534 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--September 1923 to current year. Year-end contents only 1923-24, and October 1924 to September 1930 monthend contents, 
published in WSP 1315-A. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 1930: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is NGVD of 1929 (levels by Turlock Irrigation District). Prior to Feb. 1, 1941, nonrecording gage at site 1.5 mi 
upstream at same datum. Feb. 2, 1941, to Nov. 3, 1970, water-stage recorder at site 1.5 mi upstream at same datum. Nov. 4, 1970, to Apr. 26, 1972, 
nonrecording gage at same site and datum. 

REMARKS.--Reservoir is formed by earth-fill dam completed June 23, 1971. Storage began Nov. 3, 1970. Total capacity, 2,030,000 acre-ft, at elevation 
830.0 ft, top of uncontrolled spillway, of which 309,000 acre-ft below elevation 600.0 ft, mutually agreed-upon minimum, is not available for release. 
Water passes through powerplant at dam and down Tuolumne River to La Grange Dam, 2.5 mi downstream, where it is diverted into Turlock and 
Modesto Canals (stations 11289500 and 11289000) for irrigation. This reservoir is operated jointly by Turlock and Modesto Irrigation Districts. Prior to 
June 1971, reservoir was formed by a concrete gravity-type dam completed Jan. 1, 1923, capacity, 290,400 acre-ft. Records, excluding extremes, 
represent total contents at 2400 hours. See schematic diagram of Tuolumne River Basin available from the California Water Science Center. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum contents, 2,044,000 acre-ft, Jan. 2, 1997, elevation, 831.11 ft; minimum, 29,200 acre-ft, Sept. 1-3, 5, 
1934, minimum elevation, 475.0 ft, Sept. 1, 2, 1934. Minimum since reservoir first filled, 302,600 acre-ft, Oct. 14, 15, 1977, elevation, 598.2 ft. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum contents, 1,773,000 acre-ft, June 23, elevation, 809.09 ft; minimum, 1,026,000 acre-ft, Oct. 30 to Nov. 1, 
elevation, 731.29 ft, Oct. 30. 

Capacity table (elevation, in feet, and contents, in acre-feet) 
(Based on table provided by Modesto and Turlock Irrigation Districts, dated August 1970) 

Elevation Contents Elevation Contents Elevation Contents 

550 158,700 650 517,400 770 1,359,000 
570 212,900 680 679,000 800 1,669,000 
590 274,800 710 869,700 830 2,030,000 
620 384,100 740 1,095,000   

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=11287500
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RESERVOIR STORAGE, ACRE FEET 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2008 TO SEPTEMBER 2009 

DAILY OBSERVATION AT 2400 HOURS 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 1,051,000 1,027,000 1,035,000 1,045,000 1,101,000 1,203,000 1,347,000 1,422,000 1,726,000 1,759,000 1,624,000 1,510,000
2 1,049,000 1,029,000 1,035,000 1,046,000 1,101,000 1,212,000 1,347,000 1,439,000 1,734,000 1,756,000 1,620,000 1,506,000
3 1,047,000 1,030,000 1,035,000 1,047,000 1,101,000 1,225,000 1,348,000 1,450,000 1,743,000 1,752,000 1,615,000 1,501,000
4 1,047,000 1,031,000 1,036,000 1,047,000 1,102,000 1,249,000 1,349,000 1,460,000 1,750,000 1,748,000 1,611,000 1,498,000
5 1,046,000 1,031,000 1,035,000 1,048,000 1,104,000 1,258,000 1,350,000 1,469,000 1,754,000 1,745,000 1,606,000 1,496,000

6 1,044,000 1,031,000 1,033,000 1,050,000 1,107,000 1,265,000 1,351,000 1,477,000 1,758,000 1,742,000 1,602,000 1,493,000
7 1,043,000 1,031,000 1,032,000 1,051,000 1,109,000 1,272,000 1,353,000 1,487,000 1,760,000 1,739,000 1,598,000 1,491,000
8 1,042,000 1,032,000 1,031,000 1,053,000 1,111,000 1,277,000 1,356,000 1,498,000 1,760,000 1,736,000 1,594,000 1,488,000
9 1,042,000 1,032,000 1,031,000 1,054,000 1,114,000 1,282,000 1,359,000 1,509,000 1,761,000 1,731,000 1,590,000 1,485,000

10 1,042,000 1,033,000 1,031,000 1,055,000 1,117,000 1,285,000 1,362,000 1,519,000 1,761,000 1,726,000 1,586,000 1,482,000

11 1,041,000 1,032,000 1,031,000 1,056,000 1,120,000 1,288,000 1,367,000 1,529,000 1,760,000 1,722,000 1,581,000 1,479,000
12 1,040,000 1,031,000 1,031,000 1,057,000 1,123,000 1,292,000 1,372,000 1,538,000 1,761,000 1,716,000 1,577,000 1,476,000
13 1,039,000 1,032,000 1,032,000 1,059,000 1,128,000 1,295,000 1,376,000 1,547,000 1,761,000 1,711,000 1,573,000 1,474,000
14 1,038,000 1,032,000 1,032,000 1,060,000 1,132,000 1,299,000 1,378,000 1,555,000 1,762,000 1,707,000 1,569,000 1,472,000
15 1,036,000 1,032,000 1,032,000 1,061,000 1,135,000 1,303,000 1,382,000 1,565,000 1,762,000 1,702,000 1,564,000 1,470,000

16 1,034,000 1,032,000 1,033,000 1,062,000 1,139,000 1,307,000 1,385,000 1,574,000 1,762,000 1,698,000 1,560,000 1,467,000
17 1,033,000 1,032,000 1,033,000 1,064,000 1,144,000 1,310,000 1,388,000 1,583,000 1,762,000 1,693,000 1,556,000 1,465,000
18 1,032,000 1,032,000 1,033,000 1,065,000 1,148,000 1,314,000 1,391,000 1,596,000 1,761,000 1,689,000 1,553,000 1,462,000
19 1,031,000 1,033,000 1,034,000 1,065,000 1,152,000 1,319,000 1,393,000 1,613,000 1,763,000 1,683,000 1,550,000 1,461,000
20 1,030,000 1,033,000 1,034,000 1,066,000 1,156,000 1,322,000 1,395,000 1,631,000 1,767,000 1,678,000 1,546,000 1,459,000

21 1,030,000 1,033,000 1,035,000 1,066,000 1,159,000 1,327,000 1,398,000 1,649,000 1,770,000 1,674,000 1,542,000 1,457,000
22 1,030,000 1,033,000 1,037,000 1,068,000 1,163,000 1,334,000 1,402,000 1,653,000 1,772,000 1,669,000 1,539,000 1,455,000
23 1,030,000 1,033,000 1,038,000 1,072,000 1,173,000 1,337,000 1,407,000 1,659,000 1,772,000 1,664,000 1,536,000 1,452,000
24 1,029,000 1,033,000 1,038,000 1,084,000 1,181,000 1,338,000 1,411,000 1,664,000 1,771,000 1,660,000 1,533,000 1,451,000
25 1,029,000 1,034,000 1,041,000 1,089,000 1,187,000 1,338,000 1,414,000 1,671,000 1,771,000 1,656,000 1,531,000 1,449,000

26 1,028,000 1,034,000 1,042,000 1,092,000 1,192,000 1,340,000 1,416,000 1,678,000 1,770,000 1,651,000 1,528,000 1,448,000
27 1,027,000 1,035,000 1,042,000 1,093,000 1,196,000 1,342,000 1,418,000 1,687,000 1,768,000 1,647,000 1,525,000 1,446,000
28 1,027,000 1,035,000 1,043,000 1,095,000 1,200,000 1,344,000 1,419,000 1,697,000 1,765,000 1,642,000 1,522,000 1,444,000
29 1,027,000 1,035,000 1,044,000 1,097,000 --- 1,346,000 1,419,000 1,703,000 1,762,000 1,637,000 1,519,000 1,443,000
30 1,026,000 1,036,000 1,044,000 1,098,000 --- 1,346,000 1,419,000 1,711,000 1,760,000 1,633,000 1,516,000 1,442,000
31 1,026,000 --- 1,045,000 1,100,000 --- 1,347,000 --- 1,717,000 --- 1,629,000 1,513,000 ---

Max 1,051,000 1,036,000 1,045,000 1,100,000 1,200,000 1,347,000 1,419,000 1,717,000 1,772,000 1,759,000 1,624,000 1,510,000
Min 1,026,000 1,027,000 1,031,000 1,045,000 1,101,000 1,203,000 1,347,000 1,422,000 1,726,000 1,629,000 1,513,000 1,442,000
Elevation, in feet, at end of month 
 731.35 732.55 733.76 740.58 752.52 768.70 776.21 804.26 808.02 796.36 785.50 778.54
Change in contents, in acre-feet 
 -27,000 +10,000 +9,000 +55,000 +100,000 +147,000 +72,000 +298,000 +43,000 -131,000 -116,000 -71,000

 

 Calendar Year 2008 Water Year 2009 

Change in contents, in acre-feet -177,000 +389,000 
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