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08341400 BLUEWATER LAKE NEAR BLUEWATER, NM 
Rio Grande-Elephant Butte Basin 

Rio San Jose Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 35°17'33.32", long 108°06'41.42" referenced to North American Datum of 1983, Cibola County, NM, Hydrologic Unit 13020207, at right 
end of Bluewater Dam on Bluewater Creek, and 9.5 mi west of Bluewater. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--201 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--June 1927 to December 1950 (monthend contents only, published in WSP 1732), April 1958 to current year (monthend contents only). 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder with satellite telemetry. Datum of gage is 7,345.57 ft above NGVD of 1929. July 1958 to Jan. 1961, nonrecording gage at 
nearby site, same datum. Gage heights have been converted to sea-level elevations. 

REMARKS.--Records Poor. Lake is formed by concrete arch dam. Storage began in 1927. Capacity, 38,500 acre-ft, survey of 1945 at elevation 7,402.6 ft, 
crest of uncontrolled siphon spillway, which is vented to avoid drawdown below crest, and 44,200 acre-ft, at elevation 7,405.6 ft, crest of ungated 
spillway over dam. Capacity table used through 1944 showed a capacity of 50,300 acre-ft at crest of ungated spillway over dam, and that used from 
1945-50, 43,500 acre-ft. Tables used prior to 1958 are not available and no adjustments are made for changes in tables. Dead storage, 3.4 acre-ft at 
elevation 7,345.4 ft, sill of lower outlet tube. Lake not usually drawn below conservation-pool-level elevation, 7,365.36 ft, below which ownership is 
by State Game and Fish Department. Above this level, water is owned and used by Bluewater-Toltec Irrigation Co. Figures given herein represent total 
contents at 2400 hours. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum contents determined, 47,100 acre-ft, Apr. 30, 1941. Contents may have been greater on Apr. 28, 1941, 
when peak discharge of 800 ft³/s occurred at station 8 mi downstream; no storage at times prior to 1947. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum contents, e6990 acre-ft, 7374.19 elevation, May, 18.  Minimum, e2950 acre-ft, 7358.89 elevation, Dec. 26. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=08341400
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RESERVOIR STORAGE, ACRE FEET 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2008 TO SEPTEMBER 2009 

DAILY OBSERVATION AT 2400 HOURS 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 e4,410 e4,230 e3,630 e3,350 e4,020 e4,260 e4,720 e6,180 e5,730 e5,890 e5,490 e4,220 
2 e4,410 e4,270 e3,600 e3,420 e4,030 e4,330 e4,760 e6,180 e5,780 e5,890 e5,390 e4,190 
3 e4,400 e4,270 e3,580 e3,470 e4,050 e4,450 e4,790 e6,360 e5,780 e5,870 e5,310 e4,200 
4 e4,400 e4,270 e3,550 e3,510 e4,020 e4,510 e4,810 e6,380 e5,770 e5,940 e5,330 e4,150 
5 e4,400 e4,250 e3,520 e3,550 e4,000 e4,490 e4,850 e6,450 e5,710 e5,940 e5,390 e4,110 

6 e4,390 e4,160 e3,500 e3,560 e4,010 e4,430 e4,850 e6,470 e5,640 e5,940 e5,380 e4,110 
7 e4,380 e4,080 e3,480 e3,580 e4,000 e4,380 e4,860 e6,570 e5,570 e5,990 e5,370 e4,150 
8 e4,380 e4,060 e3,410 e3,580 e3,940 e4,350 e5,010 e6,650 e5,550 e6,060 e5,300 e4,160 
9 e4,380 e4,020 e3,360 e3,610 e3,840 e4,360 e5,010 e6,730 e5,490 e6,050 e5,340 e4,180 

10 e4,370 e3,970 e3,360 e3,610 e3,760 e4,350 e5,090 e6,760 e5,520 e6,160 e5,320 e4,220 

11 e4,360 e3,970 e3,290 e3,570 e3,770 e4,370 e5,100 e6,810 e5,520 e6,210 e5,210 e4,240 
12 e4,360 e3,920 e3,250 e3,570 e3,760 e4,440 e5,080 e6,820 e5,520 e6,310 e5,090 e4,240 
13 e4,360 e3,930 e3,170 e3,600 e3,760 e4,630 e5,180 e6,860 e5,510 e6,320 e5,060 e4,290 
14 e4,350 e3,930 e3,110 e3,670 e3,740 e4,690 e5,220 e6,910 e5,540 e6,290 e5,040 e4,290 
15 e4,340 e3,970 e3,110 e3,700 e3,710 e4,740 e5,220 e6,900 e5,580 e6,200 e4,970 e4,200 

16 e4,340 e3,980 e3,110 e3,700 e3,700 e4,820 e5,150 e6,910 e5,590 e6,120 e4,940 e4,210 
17 e4,360 e3,950 e3,110 e3,730 e3,690 e4,870 e5,020 e6,940 e5,570 e6,040 e4,830 e4,220 
18 e4,360 e3,890 e3,110 e3,730 e3,650 e4,900 e4,930 e6,990 e5,600 e6,050 e4,770 e4,230 
19 e4,390 e3,860 e3,110 e3,760 e3,650 e4,940 e4,930 e6,980 e5,580 e6,020 e4,700 e4,240 
20 e4,410 e3,840 e3,060 e3,790 e3,630 e4,990 e5,010 e6,930 e5,630 e6,010 e4,640 e4,250 

21 e4,410 e3,810 e3,060 e3,860 e3,670 e4,980 e5,160 e6,720 e5,690 e5,960 e4,620 e4,290 
22 e4,310 e3,820 e3,010 e3,860 e3,690 e5,060 e5,460 e6,560 e5,710 e5,980 e4,580 e4,270 
23 e4,290 e3,790 e3,000 e3,890 e3,780 e5,050 e5,630 e6,460 e5,760 e5,980 e4,590 e4,200 
24 e4,270 e3,780 e2,980 e3,890 e3,850 e5,060 e5,700 e6,400 e5,770 e6,010 e4,570 e4,130 
25 e4,240 e3,740 e2,950 e3,920 e3,970 e5,000 e5,830 e6,230 e5,840 e6,000 e4,540 e4,010 

26 e4,250 e3,710 e2,940 e3,920 e4,050 e4,920 e5,880 e6,120 e5,900 e5,960 e4,450 e4,000 
27 e4,230 e3,730 e3,000 e3,950 e4,130 e4,910 e5,910 e6,010 e5,920 e5,940 e4,430 e4,000 
28 e4,270 e3,710 e3,050 e3,950 e4,220 e4,860 e5,950 e5,880 e5,910 e5,870 e4,360 e3,970 
29 e4,290 e3,680 e3,130 e3,980 --- e4,810 e6,020 e5,810 e5,890 e5,840 e4,340 e3,940 
30 e4,260 e3,630 e3,200 e4,010 --- e4,720 e6,080 e5,770 e5,890 e5,720 e4,340 e3,880 
31 e4,280 --- e3,290 e4,010 --- e4,720 --- e5,750 --- e5,630 e4,250 --- 

Max 4,410 4,270 3,630 4,010 4,220 5,060 6,080 6,990 5,920 6,320 5,490 4,290 
Min 4,230 3,630 2,940 3,350 3,630 4,260 4,720 5,750 5,490 5,630 4,250 3,880 
End of month elevation, in feet 
 7,366.69 7,361.69 7,359.79 7,361.89 7,362.49 7,363.99 7,369.74 7,372.89 7,373.51 7,375.21 7,374.21 7,363.66
Change in contents, in acre-feet 
 -130 -650 -340 +720 +210 +500 +1,360 -330 +140 -260 -1,380 -370 

 

 Calendar Year 2008 Water Year 2009 

Max 7,160 6,990 
Min 2,940 2,940 
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