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Water-Data Report 2008 

11475800 South Fork Eel River at Leggett, CA 
Eel River Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 39°5229, long 123°4310 referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in NE ¼ SE ¼ sec.3, T.23 N., R.17 W., Mendocino County, CA, 
Hydrologic Unit 18010106, Mt. Diablo Meridian, on right bank, near Standish Hickey State Park, 0.2 mi upstream from Rock Creek, and 0.7 mi 
northwest of Leggett. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--248 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1965 to June 1995, October 1997 to April 1999 (seasonal). July 1995 to September 1997, October 2004 to June 2007 (stage 
only). October 1999 to September 2004, July 2007 to current year. 
CHEMICAL ANALYSES: Water year 1977. 
WATER TEMPERATURE: Water year 1966 to June 1979. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder and crest-stage gage. Datum of gage is 684.72 ft above NGVD of 1929. Prior to July 29, 1988, at datum 8.60 ft higher. 
July 30, 1988, to July 28, 2003, at datum 6.60 ft higher. Datum lowered July 28, 2003 due to channel scour. 

REMARKS.--Records good except for estimated daily discharges, which are fair. No regulation or diversion upstream from station. See schematic diagram 
of Eel River Basin available from the California Water Science Center. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 72,700 ft³/s, Jan. 4, 1966, gage height, 27.4 ft, from floodmarks, present datum, from rating 
curve extended above 21,000 ft³/s, on basis of slope-area measurement at gage height 28.13 ft; minimum daily, 7.3 ft³/s, Aug. 4-6, 12, 1977, Sept. 14, 
2008. 

EXTREMES OUTSIDE PERIOD OF RECORD.--Flood of Dec. 22, 1964, reached a stage of 28.13 ft, from floodmarks, present datum, discharge, 78,700 ft³/s, by 
slope-area measurement of peak flow. 

PEAK DISCHARGES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Peak discharges greater than base discharge of 8,500 ft³/s and (or) maximum (*): 

Date Time 
Discharge 

(ft³/s) 
Gage height 

(ft) 

Jan   4 1215 *17,600 *19.45 
Jan 31 1800 15,900 18.75 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=11475800
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2007 TO SEPTEMBER 2008 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 16 53 65 676 6,500 1,050 e315 156 77 33 e21 13 
2 17 52 69 587 5,300 916 297 150 74 33 e20 12 
3 18 50 462 1,210 10,600 806 281 147 72 32 e21 e12 
4 18 48 3,120 10,200 5,120 727 267 143 72 32 e20 e12 
5 18 47 811 6,090 3,220 662 260 138 70 32 e21 12 

6 18 47 525 4,960 2,400 604 258 133 68 31 e20 11 
7 18 45 540 3,620 1,940 558 249 127 67 31 e20 11 
8 18 45 426 e4,720 1,660 520 234 124 63 32 e19 10 
9 19 45 347 e5,950 1,460 488 225 122 59 31 e18 9.6 

10 46 49 301 4,350 1,300 456 218 117 57 30 e18 10 

11 52 65 267 3,090 1,160 428 207 114 54 28 e17 8.5 
12 64 69 238 2,490 1,040 405 198 110 52 29 e17 7.7 
13 67 73 220 2,000 943 414 189 108 50 29 e16 7.6 
14 52 73 205 1,640 850 460 184 105 48 e28 e17 7.3 
15 45 69 198 1,380 772 653 180 101 46 e29 e17 7.9 

16 45 62 196 1,160 708 574 174 96 44 e28 e16 7.9 
17 73 58 300 985 652 475 171 92 43 e27 e16 8.2 
18 127 56 1,690 849 609 427 167 88 42 e27 e18 8.9 
19 1,180 80 1,550 738 587 407 163 85 41 e26 e17 9.7 
20 828 106 3,760 663 568 397 156 83 40 e27 e18 12 

21 279 98 1,540 605 533 368 155 82 39 e26 e17 12 
22 168 83 964 550 543 347 198 82 38 e26 e17 11 
23 125 73 741 503 553 331 363 83 36 e25 e17 11 
24 101 65 649 482 4,110 317 278 86 35 e24 e16 11 
25 89 61 557 466 3,980 307 223 92 35 e24 e16 11 

26 78 59 490 1,850 2,380 310 196 91 34 e23 e16 11 
27 71 57 444 1,410 1,800 318 180 87 34 e22 e15 11 
28 66 54 478 1,360 1,460 317 170 87 34 e23 e15 10 
29 61 57 958 1,330 1,210 444 165 87 35 e22 e14 10 
30 58 60 1,060 1,670 --- 379 163 84 34 e22 e14 9.8 
31 55 --- 801 7,540 --- 335 --- 81 --- e21 e13 --- 

Total 3,890 1,859 23,972 75,124 63,958 15,200 6,484 3,281 1,493 853 537 306.1 
Mean 125 62.0 773 2,423 2,205 490 216 106 49.8 27.5 17.3 10.2 
Max 1,180 106 3,760 10,200 10,600 1,050 363 156 77 33 21 13 
Min 16 45 65 466 533 307 155 81 34 21 13 7.3 
Ac-ft 7,720 3,690 47,550 149,000 126,900 30,150 12,860 6,510 2,960 1,690 1,070 607 

 

STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1966 - 2008, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 66.0 675 1,628 2,320 2,168 1,709 806 298 123 48.0 28.2 27.4 
Max 272 4,050 6,072 7,278 7,294 5,515 3,528 1,140 630 129 65.4 87.8 
(WY) (1980) (1974) (1984) (1970) (1986) (1983) (1982) (2003) (1993) (1993) (1993) (1986) 
Min 12.3 40.2 32.9 98.1 137 147 78.4 59.5 26.7 9.96 9.67 10.2 
(WY) (2002) (1994) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1988) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (2008) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Water Year 2008 Water Years 1966 - 2008 

Annual total  196,957.1   
Annual mean  538   787  
Highest annual mean   1,778 1983 
Lowest annual mean   69.5 1977 
Highest daily mean  10,600 Feb   3  49,800 Jan   4, 1966 
Lowest daily mean  7.3 Sep 14  7.3 Aug   4, 1977 
Annual seven-day minimum  7.9 Sep 11  7.5 Jul 31, 1977 
Maximum peak flow  17,600 Jan   4  72,700 Jan   4, 1966 
Maximum peak stage  19.45 Jan   4  27.40 Jan   4, 1966 
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  390,700   570,500  
10 percent exceeds  1,340   2,020  
50 percent exceeds  86   137  
90 percent exceeds  16   21  
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