
 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
U.S. Geological Survey 

Water-Data Report 2008 

11470500 Eel River below Scott Dam, near Potter Valley, CA 
Eel River Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 39°2429, long 122°5813 referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in SE ¼ sec.15, T.18 N., R.10 W., Lake County, CA, Hydrologic 
Unit 18010103, in Mendocino National Forest, on left bank 0.4 mi upstream from Soda Creek, 0.7 mi downstream from Scott Dam, and 9.7 mi 
northeast of town of Potter Valley. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--290 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1922 to current year. Monthly discharge only for some periods, published in WSP 1315-B. Prior to October 1929, published 
as "South Eel River at Hullville," and October 1929 to September 1953, "at Hullville." 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 1315-B: 1923 (instantaneous maximum discharge), 1938 (instantaneous maximum discharge). WSP 1395: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Elevation of gage is 1,740 ft above NGVD of 1929, from topographic map. Prior to Dec. 15, 1930, at datum 3.00 ft higher. 

COOPERATION.--Records collected by Pacific Gas and Electric Co., under general supervision of the U.S. Geological Survey, in connection with Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission project no. 77. 

REMARKS.--Flow regulated by Lake Pillsbury (station 11470000) 0.7 mi upstream. No diversion upstream from station. See schematic diagram of Eel River 
Basin available from the California Water Science Center. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 56,300 ft³/s, Dec. 22, 1964, gage height, 24.24 ft, from floodmarks, from rating curve extended 
above 37,000 ft³/s; minimum daily, 0.1 ft³/s, Sept. 8, 1924. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=11470500
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2007 TO SEPTEMBER 2008 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 113 79 119 192 2,870 1,360 285 305 301 146 152 166 
2 113 79 159 192 1,820 1,250 281 301 295 145 152 167 
3 115 79 167 195 4,100 1,130 274 298 278 146 151 185 
4 115 79 184 251 2,760 1,030 273 291 258 147 151 212 
5 117 79 175 241 1,710 959 271 283 244 148 151 169 

6 112 79 211 238 1,380 931 271 276 228 147 150 170 
7 110 79 224 299 1,230 882 278 271 217 145 150 171 
8 114 79 217 343 1,170 837 291 268 204 147 150 188 
9 115 79 215 334 1,140 817 294 262 201 147 150 210 

10 116 80 218 333 1,160 837 294 254 197 144 150 167 

11 115 80 206 482 1,200 921 296 250 189 143 150 167 
12 118 79 216 1,050 1,230 936 288 246 188 143 152 167 
13 118 79 230 1,240 1,320 1,040 279 241 193 143 152 167 
14 113 79 206 1,160 1,270 1,140 280 248 189 144 153 169 
15 110 81 193 1,040 1,130 1,060 279 292 185 147 154 169 

16 76 82 186 945 1,030 928 297 293 218 149 159 157 
17 75 83 182 828 1,010 809 311 287 249 149 169 157 
18 81 83 152 728 1,020 743 307 285 174 149 167 148 
19 79 83 176 653 1,020 741 301 292 170 149 166 129 
20 76 83 203 600 1,000 742 299 296 165 151 167 123 

21 83 83 215 549 966 699 297 314 162 151 167 121 
22 96 83 214 512 972 655 299 350 158 150 166 121 
23 101 83 218 466 938 633 299 354 154 150 165 120 
24 101 83 226 442 2,910 471 299 332 153 150 165 120 
25 102 83 221 478 4,490 241 301 307 152 150 165 120 

26 104 83 217 2,110 2,400 262 303 265 151 148 165 119 
27 99 83 218 2,390 1,720 283 304 251 150 152 165 120 
28 87 165 219 2,530 1,500 301 295 259 149 151 165 120 
29 80 82 206 1,730 1,420 319 291 284 147 151 165 119 
30 79 81 187 1,340 --- 333 296 289 148 168 166 119 
31 79 --- 187 1,640 --- 311 --- 300 --- 184 168 --- 

Total 3,112 2,512 6,167 25,531 47,886 23,601 8,733 8,844 5,867 4,634 4,918 4,557 
Mean 100 83.7 199 824 1,651 761 291 285 196 149 159 152 
Max 118 165 230 2,530 4,490 1,360 311 354 301 184 169 212 
Min 75 79 119 192 938 241 271 241 147 143 150 119 
Ac-ft 6,170 4,980 12,230 50,640 94,980 46,810 17,320 17,540 11,640 9,190 9,750 9,040 

 

STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1923 - 2008, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 216 269 784 1,297 1,441 1,064 671 354 201 174 176 205 
Max 361 1,851 4,945 5,687 6,624 4,536 3,357 1,328 717 329 334 336 
(WY) (1963) (1974) (1965) (1970) (1986) (1983) (1982) (2005) (1998) (1959) (1959) (1996) 
Min 19.1 13.3 27.6 35.8 7.28 11.8 15.4 34.4 50.3 64.5 65.0 34.4 
(WY) (1978) (1934) (1960) (1944) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2007 Water Year 2008 Water Years 1923 - 2008 

Annual total  107,367   146,362   
Annual mean  294   400   567  
Highest annual mean    1,443 1983 
Lowest annual mean    85.4 1977 
Highest daily mean  3,590 Feb 11  4,490 Feb 25  45,300 Dec 22, 1964 
Lowest daily mean  75 Oct 17  75 Oct 17  0.10 Sep   8, 1924 
Annual seven-day minimum  79 Oct 30  79 Oct 30  0.43 Sep   6, 1924 
Maximum peak flow   6,020 Feb 24  56,300 Dec 22, 1964 
Maximum peak stage   10.33 Feb 24  24.24 Dec 22, 1964 
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  213,000   290,300   410,900  
10 percent exceeds  399   1,040   1,170  
50 percent exceeds  178   194   232  
90 percent exceeds  83   83   96  
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