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11446200 Folsom Lake near Folsom, CA 
Sacramento River Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 38°4229, long 121°0922 referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in NW ¼ NE ¼ sec.24, T.10 N., R.7 E., Sacramento County, CA, 
Hydrologic Unit 18020128, near center of dam on American River, 0.7 mi downstream from South Fork American River, and 2.3 mi northeast of Folsom. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--1,861 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--February 1955 to current year. Prior to October 1959, published as "Folsom Reservoir near Folsom." 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 1931: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is NGVD of 1929 (levels by U.S. Bureau of Reclamation). 

COOPERATION.--Records provided by U.S. Bureau of Reclamation. Total evaporation provided by U.S. Bureau of Reclamation; not reviewed by 
U.S. Geological Survey. 

REMARKS.--Reservoir is formed by concrete gravity-type dam with rolled-earth-wing dams, auxiliary dams, and dikes, completed May 14, 1956; storage 
began Feb. 25, 1955. Total capacity, 974,500 acre-ft (revised), between elevations 205.5 ft, invert of lower tier of river outlets, and 466.0 ft, gross pool 
elevation, all of which are available for release. Spillway design flood pool elevation, 475.4 ft, capacity, 1,082,300 acre-ft (revised). Records, including 
extremes, represent usable contents at 2400 hours. See schematic diagram of lower Sacramento River Basin available from the California Water 
Science Center. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum contents, 1,024,400 acre-ft, June 15, 1963, elevation, 467.23 ft; minimum since storage pool first filled, 
140,600 acre-ft, Nov. 20, 21, 1977, elevation, 347.57 ft. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum contents, 620,600 acre-ft, May 27, elevation, 430.78 ft; minimum, 221,300 acre-ft, Jan. 2, elevation, 
371.85 ft. 

Capacity table (elevation, in feet, and contents, in acre-feet) 
 (Based on survey by U.S. Bureau of Reclamation in 1992) 

Elevation Contents Elevation Contents Elevation Contents Elevation Contents 

345 123,600 370 210,500 400 376,900 460 908,400 
350 137,900 380 258,600 420 525,500 479 1,125,000 
360 170,600 390 314,100 440 703,800   

 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=11446200
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RESERVOIR STORAGE, ACRE FEET 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2007 TO SEPTEMBER 2008 

DAILY OBSERVATION AT 2400 HOURS 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 322,400 282,300 236,000 221,800 282,600 374,800 453,300 539,800 615,100 468,100 346,800 298,500 
2 321,300 280,800 235,100 221,300 286,500 378,400 456,200 542,700 612,900 463,400 344,600 296,500 
3 319,700 279,200 233,900 222,200 294,100 381,100 458,100 545,800 611,400 459,000 343,400 294,700 
4 318,200 277,900 232,400 225,800 300,200 383,500 459,700 549,600 609,600 454,100 341,500 293,900 
5 316,800 276,300 230,700 238,300 303,200 386,400 461,800 551,700 608,300 449,500 339,200 292,400 

6 315,100 274,800 230,100 243,700 305,300 388,400 463,900 556,200 605,800 445,400 336,200 291,100 
7 313,500 273,700 232,000 247,000 307,900 390,300 465,800 561,100 604,000 440,700 333,900 289,900 
8 311,700 272,300 233,100 248,500 310,200 392,400 468,000 566,700 602,200 436,400 331,600 288,900 
9 310,600 271,000 232,600 251,700 312,100 394,400 469,700 570,000 599,500 432,000 330,100 287,600 

10 310,200 270,100 231,600 253,000 313,600 396,500 470,700 573,800 595,100 427,600 328,400 286,400 

11 309,500 269,500 230,200 254,400 315,200 398,200 473,100 577,500 588,100 423,600 327,300 285,200 
12 308,700 268,000 228,800 256,100 317,000 399,600 476,000 581,500 581,600 418,800 325,200 284,500 
13 307,700 266,200 227,300 257,100 318,500 402,700 479,700 585,000 575,600 414,500 324,300 284,200 
14 306,400 265,600 226,400 257,900 320,500 408,100 483,800 588,500 568,900 410,200 323,600 282,400 
15 304,900 263,700 225,700 258,200 322,400 412,200 487,400 591,300 562,000 405,700 322,100 281,700 

16 303,500 262,000 224,900 258,200 324,000 415,300 490,600 597,400 555,200 401,500 321,100 281,100 
17 301,400 260,300 223,600 258,400 325,100 418,100 493,700 602,900 548,300 396,800 319,400 279,400 
18 299,400 258,900 223,400 258,200 327,100 419,800 497,000 608,500 541,000 392,400 317,700 278,200 
19 297,900 256,600 223,700 258,900 329,700 421,500 500,800 612,800 533,900 388,000 315,900 277,800 
20 296,900 254,300 226,200 259,300 332,100 423,600 503,500 616,600 527,200 383,500 314,800 277,500 

21 296,000 252,200 227,100 259,200 334,300 425,400 506,300 617,900 520,600 378,400 314,100 276,900 
22 295,100 250,300 228,000 259,200 337,200 428,000 509,400 619,000 514,100 374,700 313,100 275,500 
23 293,600 248,300 227,900 259,700 341,200 430,200 512,900 619,400 507,600 372,000 312,100 274,000 
24 292,400 246,800 227,200 259,900 346,400 432,500 515,800 619,700 502,700 368,300 311,000 274,000 
25 291,100 245,100 226,400 260,700 356,000 434,900 518,300 620,200 496,300 365,400 309,600 273,900 

26 290,600 244,200 225,600 261,900 361,700 438,100 520,200 620,300 491,300 362,700 307,900 273,600 
27 288,500 242,700 224,700 263,600 364,500 441,100 523,100 620,600 487,400 360,900 307,000 273,300 
28 287,400 241,200 223,700 269,500 368,400 444,500 527,900 619,500 482,900 355,900 304,800 272,000 
29 286,500 239,400 223,300 272,800 371,400 446,900 532,500 619,400 478,300 352,400 302,900 271,200 
30 285,000 237,300 223,100 275,600 --- 449,300 536,800 618,000 472,800 350,300 301,800 269,800 
31 284,200 --- 222,500 277,800 --- 451,500 --- 617,100 --- 348,400 300,300 --- 

Max 322,400 282,300 236,000 277,800 371,400 451,500 536,800 620,600 615,100 468,100 346,800 298,500 
Min 284,200 237,300 222,500 221,300 282,600 374,800 453,300 539,800 472,800 348,400 300,300 269,800 
Elevation, in feet, at end of month 
 384.31 375.26 372.11 383.14 398.79 410.22 421.07 430.38 413.04 395.20 387.19 381.66
Change in contents, in acre-feet 
 -38,800 -46,900 -14,800 +55,300 +93,600 +80,100 +85,300 +80,300 -144,300 -124,400 -48,100 -30,500 
Total evaporation, in acre-feet 
 1,287 740 381 407 756 1,686 2,834 4,138 4,810 3,699 3,186 2,283 

 

 Calendar  Year 2007 Water Year 2008 

Change in contents, in acre-feet -259,100 -53,200 
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