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Water-Data Report 2008 

11444500 South Fork American River near Placerville, CA 
Sacramento River Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 38°4616, long 120°4855 referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in NE ¼ SW ¼ sec.25, T.11 N., R.10 E., El Dorado County, CA, 
Hydrologic Unit 18020129, on right bank, 700 ft downstream from Chili Bar Dam, 0.5 mi upstream from Big Canyon, and 2.5 mi north of Placerville. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--598 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--August 1911 to July 1920 (monthly discharge only for some periods, published in WSP 1315-A), July 1964 to current year. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 1931: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Elevation of gage is 925 ft above NGVD of 1929, from topographic map. Aug. 11, 1911, to July 31, 1920, nonrecording gage 
0.6 mi downstream at different datum. 

COOPERATION.--Records provided by Pacific Gas and Electric Co., under general supervision of the U.S. Geological Survey, in connection with Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission project no. 2155. 

REMARKS.--Flow regulated by Chili Bar Reservoir, capacity, 3,700 acre-ft, Chili Bar Powerplant, and other storage and powerplants (see station 11443500). 
See schematic diagrams of South Fork American River Basin and lower Sacramento River Basin available from the California Water Science Center. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 71,000 ft³/s, Jan. 2, 1997, gage height unknown, on basis of computations of flow over dam, 
maximum gage height, 17.4 ft, from floodmarks, datum then in use, Dec. 23, 1964; minimum daily, 0.2 ft³/s, Nov. 12, 1964. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=11444500
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2007 TO SEPTEMBER 2008 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 1,260 392 549 281 969 809 706 989 861 602 592 728 
2 580 561 520 755 1,030 786 1,080 1,180 693 594 1,100 889 
3 484 737 223 1,100 1,060 681 925 1,140 739 646 1,140 856 
4 583 505 231 875 1,140 1,080 542 656 757 591 547 687 
5 576 679 234 1,260 636 799 628 1,100 659 885 517 670 

6 604 649 560 1,020 917 881 674 1,820 609 776 662 732 
7 643 863 593 490 1,080 816 738 1,570 717 695 635 814 
8 722 748 689 578 987 771 824 1,240 821 533 682 706 
9 732 698 413 683 903 867 760 981 743 1,070 991 519 

10 1,000 526 215 306 653 908 555 1,270 795 644 870 613 

11 918 558 282 479 780 729 929 1,520 860 567 1,230 853 
12 602 530 180 612 844 763 988 1,260 521 768 1,090 1,090 
13 525 355 457 530 870 848 1,080 1,250 555 967 1,170 589 
14 681 573 398 417 777 1,060 986 1,180 695 720 825 844 
15 914 509 534 255 773 964 1,210 1,440 721 786 654 842 

16 495 271 566 256 545 899 835 1,550 575 845 744 518 
17 267 603 255 266 819 989 746 2,080 529 650 690 368 
18 269 565 256 273 1,010 700 994 1,780 254 664 552 1,110 
19 767 256 350 635 1,440 468 761 1,740 572 797 788 949 
20 548 254 645 516 611 597 850 1,320 526 659 1,000 869 

21 784 253 390 252 1,090 859 1,260 1,280 726 686 776 683 
22 837 255 540 255 788 773 1,020 698 699 755 1,050 511 
23 730 277 507 256 1,310 674 912 856 824 388 750 881 
24 703 646 257 552 1,330 818 858 810 543 709 817 1,370 
25 1,020 732 256 634 1,470 626 787 792 331 539 796 731 

26 835 669 256 498 747 774 766 717 937 751 938 795 
27 874 259 258 613 657 949 1,120 595 738 678 544 504 
28 785 296 281 1,040 743 785 1,020 705 706 612 516 499 
29 936 328 512 539 604 650 998 909 709 595 758 652 
30 694 276 510 677 --- 615 1,320 838 602 1,180 783 656 
31 538 --- 356 678 --- 682 --- 784 --- 929 697 --- 

Total 21,906 14,823 12,273 17,581 26,583 24,620 26,872 36,050 20,017 22,281 24,904 22,528 
Mean 707 494 396 567 917 794 896 1,163 667 719 803 751 
Max 1,260 863 689 1,260 1,470 1,080 1,320 2,080 937 1,180 1,230 1,370 
Min 267 253 180 252 545 468 542 595 254 388 516 368 
Ac-ft 43,450 29,400 24,340 34,870 52,730 48,830 53,300 71,510 39,700 44,190 49,400 44,680 

 

STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1965 - 2008, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 522 724 1,229 1,743 1,737 1,900 2,078 2,549 1,961 1,157 959 823 
Max 935 3,806 5,386 9,673 6,613 5,561 6,329 6,159 6,496 3,648 1,719 1,401 
(WY) (1984) (1984) (1965) (1997) (1986) (1983) (2006) (1995) (1983) (1983) (1998) (1995) 
Min 126 106 320 188 125 124 255 295 228 88.2 142 206 
(WY) (2002) (1978) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (2001) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2007 Water Year 2008 Water Years 1965 - 2008 

Annual total  300,696   270,438   
Annual mean  824   739   1,447  
Highest annual mean    3,275 1983 
Lowest annual mean    224 1977 
Highest daily mean  2,980 Feb 11  2,080 May 17  57,100 Jan   2, 1997 
Lowest daily mean  180 Dec 12  180 Dec 12  0.20 Nov 12, 1964 
Annual seven-day minimum  332 Dec 23  332 Dec 23  20 Feb 11, 1977 
Maximum peak flow   3,980 May 15  71,000 Jan   2, 1997 
Maximum peak stage   6.49 May 15  17.40 Dec 23, 1964 
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  596,400   536,400   1,048,000  
10 percent exceeds  1,360   1,100   3,230  
50 percent exceeds  732   713   992  
90 percent exceeds  346   344   332  
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