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Water-Data Report 2008 

11314500 North Fork Mokelumne River below Salt Springs Dam, CA 
San Joaquin River Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 38°2937, long 120°1312 referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in NE ¼ NW ¼ sec.4, T.7 N., R.16 E., Calaveras County, CA, 
Hydrologic Unit 18040012, in Stanislaus National Forest, on left bank, 0.5 mi downstream from Salt Springs Dam, 1.3 mi upstream from Cole Creek, 
and 18 mi northeast of West Point. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--170 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--September 1926 to current year. Monthly discharge only for some periods, published in WSP 1315-A. Published as "above Moore 
Creek" 1926-30. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 1930: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Elevation of gage is 3,590 ft above NGVD of 1929, from topographic map. Prior to Sept. 12, 1928, at site 100 ft upstream 
and Sept. 12, 1928, to Sept. 23, 1940, at present site at datum 2.0 ft higher. 

COOPERATION.--Records, including diversion through Tiger Creek Powerplant Conduit (station 11314000), were collected by Pacific Gas and Electric Co., 
under general supervision of the U.S. Geological Survey, in connection with Federal Energy Regulatory Commission project no. 137. 

REMARKS.--Flow regulated since 1931 by Salt Springs Reservoir (station 11313500) 0.5 mi upstream. Water is imported from Bear River and Cole Creek to 
Salt Springs No. 2 Powerplant (station 11313510) upstream from station since December 1952. Then most of the water bypasses station through Tiger 
Creek Powerplant Conduit (station 11314000). See schematic diagram of Mokelumne River Basin available from the California Water Science Center. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 17,000 ft³/s, May 16, 1996, gage height, 17.66 ft, from rating curve extended above 3,900 ft³/s, 
on basis of computations of flow over dam and discharge through powerplant; minimum daily, 0.3 ft³/s, Mar. 17, 23, 31, Apr. 1, 1931. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=11314500
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2007 TO SEPTEMBER 2008 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 24 25 25 30 49 49 90 71 83 41 23 22 
2 25 25 25 30 52 49 90 71 83 41 23 22 
3 24 25 25 30 51 49 89 71 84 40 22 22 
4 24 25 25 31 51 80 122 82 84 40 22 22 
5 25 25 25 30 50 86 125 84 84 40 22 22 

6 24 25 25 30 50 85 127 84 84 40 22 22 
7 24 25 25 32 50 86 126 84 84 40 23 22 
8 24 25 25 31 50 86 125 84 84 39 23 22 
9 25 25 25 31 49 86 113 84 84 39 23 22 

10 25 25 25 31 50 86 71 83 84 39 23 22 

11 24 25 25 31 50 86 72 83 84 39 23 22 
12 24 25 25 30 50 86 72 84 84 31 23 22 
13 24 25 24 30 50 87 72 84 84 23 23 22 
14 24 25 25 30 50 88 71 84 84 23 23 22 
15 24 25 25 30 49 87 72 84 84 23 23 22 

16 25 25 24 31 48 87 71 84 70 23 23 22 
17 25 25 24 31 48 86 71 83 48 22 23 22 
18 25 25 25 30 48 85 71 84 47 22 22 22 
19 25 25 25 30 48 85 71 84 47 22 22 22 
20 25 25 25 30 49 87 71 84 46 22 22 22 

21 25 25 24 30 48 87 72 84 46 23 22 22 
22 25 25 24 30 49 87 72 84 46 23 22 22 
23 25 25 25 30 50 87 71 84 46 23 22 22 
24 25 25 24 30 51 88 71 84 46 23 22 23 
25 25 25 25 30 49 89 71 84 46 23 22 22 

26 25 25 25 30 48 89 71 84 46 23 22 22 
27 25 25 25 32 48 89 71 84 46 23 22 22 
28 25 25 25 30 49 89 71 84 46 23 22 22 
29 25 25 24 30 49 89 72 84 46 23 22 22 
30 25 25 27 30 --- 89 71 84 46 23 22 22 
31 25 --- 31 34 --- 89 --- 84 --- 23 22 --- 

Total 764 750 776 945 1,433 2,578 2,505 2,560 1,976 902 695 661 
Mean 24.6 25.0 25.0 30.5 49.4 83.2 83.5 82.6 65.9 29.1 22.4 22.0 
Max 25 25 31 34 52 89 127 84 84 41 23 23 
Min 24 25 24 30 48 49 71 71 46 22 22 22 
Ac-ft 1,520 1,490 1,540 1,870 2,840 5,110 4,970 5,080 3,920 1,790 1,380 1,310 
Diversion, in acre-feet, to Tiger Creek Powerplant 
 17,110 27,680 18,400 14,030 9,500 16,920 93 17,350 24,670 22,490 26,410 17,570 

 

STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1927 - 2008, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 42.0 51.3 76.9 78.4 99.2 126 240 736 899 186 70.3 53.4 
Max 320 802 1,390 665 710 969 1,502 2,473 3,267 1,887 406 330 
(WY) (1996) (1951) (1951) (1997) (1942) (1928) (1938) (1982) (1983) (1995) (1983) (1965) 
Min 1.33 1.11 0.73 0.94 0.91 1.87 1.55 3.11 3.77 3.02 2.89 2.80
(WY) (1941) (1941) (1944) (1944) (1944) (1944) (1944) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2007 Water Year 2008 Water Years 1927 - 2008 

Annual total  17,791   16,545   
Annual mean  48.7   45.2   222  
Highest annual mean    710 1983 
Lowest annual mean    4.27 1977 
Highest daily mean  98 May 31  127 Apr   6  11,400 May 16, 1996 
Lowest daily mean  24 Jul   5  22 Jul 17  0.30 Mar 17, 1931 
Annual seven-day minimum  24 Jul   5  22 Aug 18  0.39 Mar 19, 1931 
Maximum peak flow   128 Apr   6  17,000 May 16, 1996 
Maximum peak stage   2.35 Apr   6  17.66 May 16, 1996 
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  35,290   32,820   160,500  
Annual diversion (ac-ft) a            198,900            212,200  
10 percent exceeds  93   84   587  
50 percent exceeds  27   30   24  
90 percent exceeds  24   22   4.8  
a Diversion, in acre-feet, through Tiger Creek Powerplant Conduit (station 11314000). 
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