
 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
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Water-Data Report 2008 

11292900 Middle Fork Stanislaus River below Beardsley Dam, CA 
San Joaquin River Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 38°1136, long 120°0553 referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in NW ¼ NW ¼ sec.22, T.4 N., R.17 E., Tuolumne County, CA, 
Hydrologic Unit 18040010, in Stanislaus National Forest, on right bank, 0.5 mi downstream from Beardsley Afterbay Dam, 1.5 mi downstream from 
Beardsley Dam, and 5.7 mi west of Pinecrest. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--316 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--December 1956 to current year. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 1930: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is 3,044.7 ft above NGVD of 1929 (river-profile survey). 

COOPERATION.--Records, including diversion through Beardsley Powerplant (station 11292820), were provided by Oakdale and South San Joaquin 
Irrigation District, under general supervision of the U.S. Geological Survey, in connection with Federal Energy Regulatory Commission project no. 2005. 

REMARKS.--Diversion from Beardsley Afterbay Dam, 0.5 mi upstream, to J.W. Southern Powerplant (station 11292860) at Sand Bar Flat 3 mi downstream, 
began May 31, 1986. Flow regulated by Relief Reservoir (station 11291000) since 1909, Donnell Lake (station 11292600) since April 1957, and by 
Beardsley Lake (station 11292800) since January 1957. For records of combined discharge for river and powerplant, see station 11292901. See 
schematic diagram of Stanislaus River Basin available from the California Water Science Center. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--River only, maximum discharge, 28,200 ft³/s, from rating curve extended above 5,400 ft³/s, on basis of spillway 
computation at Beardsley Dam, Jan. 2, 1997, gage height, 19.31 ft; minimum daily, 3.0 ft³/s, Oct. 10, 11, 1958. 
Combined flow, maximum daily discharge, 23,100 ft³/s, Jan. 2, 1997; minimum daily, 25 ft³/s, Oct. 23, 1986. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=11292900
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2007 TO SEPTEMBER 2008 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 56 54 53 53 56 139 138 144 142 143 143 145 
2 54 52 52 53 56 137 138 145 142 143 143 145 
3 55 52 52 53 57 137 139 145 142 142 143 144 
4 55 53 52 54 56 138 141 145 142 143 143 143 
5 55 53 53 61 56 137 142 145 142 142 143 145 

6 56 52 54 61 56 140 142 143 142 142 143 144 
7 55 52 55 54 55 140 142 143 142 142 143 142 
8 56 52 55 54 54 140 143 143 142 142 142 144 
9 55 54 55 53 54 139 143 143 141 142 142 142 

10 55 55 55 53 54 139 143 143 142 142 143 143 

11 54 54 54 53 55 139 143 143 143 142 143 143 
12 55 53 53 53 53 137 143 143 143 141 143 143 
13 54 53 52 53 67 138 143 141 143 142 143 143 
14 54 55 52 53 109 138 143 140 143 142 144 141 
15 54 54 52 53 125 138 143 141 143 142 144 142 

16 55 54 52 53 126 137 143 140 143 141 144 142 
17 55 53 52 53 125 139 143 140 141 142 145 143 
18 55 53 53 53 129 140 142 141 143 141 145 142 
19 55 53 53 54 140 140 142 142 142 142 144 143 
20 55 52 53 54 138 140 142 142 144 141 145 142 

21 55 52 52 54 139 140 142 142 141 142 144 141 
22 55 53 52 54 139 140 143 140 140 141 144 142 
23 60 52 52 55 140 138 143 142 140 141 145 139 
24 55 52 52 54 140 138 143 143 142 140 145 141 
25 55 52 52 55 138 138 143 143 142 141 145 143 

26 55 52 52 54 139 139 143 142 142 143 145 142 
27 54 53 53 56 137 138 143 142 142 143 144 142 
28 53 52 54 57 137 138 143 142 142 143 144 142 
29 53 52 54 56 138 138 143 142 143 143 145 141 
30 53 52 54 56 --- 138 143 142 143 143 145 141 
31 26 --- 53 55 --- 138 --- 142 --- 143 145 --- 

Total 1,672 1,585 1,642 1,687 2,868 4,295 4,267 4,414 4,264 4,402 4,459 4,275 
Mean 53.9 52.8 53.0 54.4 98.9 139 142 142 142 142 144 142 
Max 60 55 55 61 140 140 143 145 144 143 145 145 
Min 26 52 52 53 53 137 138 140 140 140 142 139 
Ac-ft 3,320 3,140 3,260 3,350 5,690 8,520 8,460 8,760 8,460 8,730 8,840 8,480 
Diversion, in acre-feet, through Beardsley Powerplant 
 15,880 16,980 13,920 12,340 8,840 16,530 27,550 25,440 22,170 32,440 33,610 29,990 

 

STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1957 - 1985, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 396 410 449 432 478 494 588 1,271 1,607 819 523 488 
Max 651 1,064 1,322 1,035 1,322 1,307 1,378 3,754 5,325 2,420 958 690 
(WY) (1984) (1983) (1984) (1984) (1980) (1983) (1982) (1969) (1983) (1983) (1983) (1983) 
Min 23.3 19.9 18.8 18.9 21.0 22.4 180 168 348 77.5 44.5 39.5 
(WY) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1957) (1960) (1976) (1977) (1977) (1977) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Water Years 1957 - 1985 

Annual mean  671  
Highest annual mean  1,507 1983 
Lowest annual mean  111 1977 
Highest daily mean  8,630 May 30, 1983 
Lowest daily mean  3.0 Oct 10, 1958 
Annual seven-day minimum  5.0 Jan 16, 1957 
Maximum peak flow  9,080 May 30, 1983 
Maximum peak stage  12.30 May 30, 1983 
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  485,800  
10 percent exceeds  1,270  
50 percent exceeds  500  
90 percent exceeds  110  

 

STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1987 - 2008, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 119 122 121 215 160 195 215 705 819 313 127 120 
Max 152 172 154 2,227 398 625 846 2,853 3,266 1,960 269 151 
(WY) (1998) (1999) (1990) (1997) (1997) (1996) (2006) (2006) (1995) (1995) (1995) (1998) 
Min 53.9 52.8 53.0 53.1 55.1 58.7 135 52.6 51.6 53.9 54.7 54.5 
(WY) (2008) (2008) (2008) (1995) (1991) (1991) (1991) (2007) (2007) (2007) (2007) (2007) 

 

SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2007 Water Year 2008 Water Years 1987 - 2008 

Annual total  30,126   39,830   
Annual mean  82.5   109   269  
Highest annual mean    735 1995 
Lowest annual mean    76.6 1988 
Highest daily mean  145 Jan 13  145 May   2  23,100 Jan   2, 1997 
Lowest daily mean  26 Oct 31  26 Oct 31  25 Oct 23, 1986 
Annual seven-day minimum  49 Oct 31  49 Oct 31  44 Jan 19, 1995 
Maximum peak flow   195 Oct 23  28,200 Jan   2, 1997 
Maximum peak stage   4.00 Oct 23  19.31 Jan   2, 1997 
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  59,750   79,000   195,200  
Total diversion (ac-ft)a            225,500            255,700          293,200 
10 percent exceeds  143   143   404  
50 percent exceeds  55   140   142  
90 percent exceeds  52   53   57  
a Total diversion, in acre-feet, through Beardsley Powerplant (station 11292820). 
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