
 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
U.S. Geological Survey 

Water-Data Report 2008 

11254000 San Joaquin River near Mendota, CA 
San Joaquin River Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 36°4838, long 120°2238 referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in SE ¼ SW ¼ sec.7, T.13 S., R.15 E., Fresno County, CA, 
Hydrologic Unit 18040001, 2.5 mi below Mendota Dam, and 3.5 mi north of Mendota. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--3,940 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1939 to September 1954, December 1999 to current year. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WDR CA-00-3: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is 138.8 ft above NGVD of 1929 (levels by U.S. Bureau of Reclamation). Prior to Nov. 3, 1947, at site 200 ft 
downstream. Prior to Nov. 4, 1953, at datum 2.00 ft higher. 

REMARKS.--Records good. Flow regulated at Mendota Dam by storage and diversions from Mendota pool of residue of waters released at Friant Dam and 
imported through Delta-Mendota Canal. Many diversions above station for irrigation. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 11,700 ft³/s, June 20, 1941, gage height, 13.75 ft, site and datum then in use, maximum gage 
height, 16.60 ft, Apr. 22, 2006; no flow during December 1999, January 2000, January 2004, and January 2006. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=11254000
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2007 TO SEPTEMBER 2008 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 197 161 106 132 130 281 167 169 332 606 596 246 
2 230 160 104 127 147 299 218 193 408 628 531 258 
3 261 158 103 121 183 321 255 204 458 597 521 272 
4 256 157 109 122 207 310 285 199 470 541 533 268 
5 259 160 104 106 209 276 297 211 488 515 513 243 

6 261 165 102 104 214 272 267 224 511 500 500 241 
7 258 162 99 104 221 311 252 259 503 470 486 279 
8 263 159 95 105 226 316 270 356 499 401 475 309 
9 268 157 95 106 234 324 302 360 466 411 490 317 

10 267 156 109 108 239 336 316 324 404 465 516 343 

11 266 156 135 109 261 328 318 280 413 500 511 355 
12 264 156 149 110 285 321 321 267 411 512 527 342 
13 262 164 150 111 296 304 321 271 418 527 571 317 
14 254 171 150 112 299 273 326 263 454 582 562 277 
15 235 171 143 112 311 250 343 312 462 614 538 261 

16 214 171 136 113 323 202 357 388 473 e638 504 249 
17 184 170 135 114 334 206 360 419 505 e666 491 293 
18 175 171 136 102 346 191 363 431 571 571 497 359 
19 172 173 132 93 367 176 344 501 596 505 503 398 
20 172 174 130 92 405 154 302 474 614 484 533 432 

21 171 177 132 102 406 137 265 425 596 494 551 444 
22 172 177 137 110 385 133 242 404 554 502 e546 458 
23 174 177 141 125 343 132 222 440 538 544 e475 430 
24 175 176 136 132 291 127 212 422 536 539 391 373 
25 173 174 133 128 262 124 199 420 518 503 344 368 

26 171 174 131 134 256 131 174 403 507 472 323 362 
27 171 172 129 137 256 142 176 332 497 444 294 357 
28 170 171 128 124 258 145 156 278 478 480 254 339 
29 164 170 129 118 267 142 158 269 480 543 235 328 
30 160 155 130 118 --- 145 167 255 537 597 233 338 
31 162 --- 130 120 --- 156 --- 262 --- 625 227 --- 

Total 6,581 4,995 3,878 3,551 7,961 6,965 7,955 10,015 14,697 16,476 14,271 9,856 
Mean 212 166 125 115 275 225 265 323 490 531 460 329 
Max 268 177 150 137 406 336 363 501 614 666 596 458 
Min 160 155 95 92 130 124 156 169 332 401 227 241 
Ac-ft 13,050 9,910 7,690 7,040 15,790 13,820 15,780 19,860 29,150 32,680 28,310 19,550 

 

STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1940 - 2008, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 207 257 504 853 1,259 1,131 1,393 1,975 1,952 713 348 238 
Max 637 1,144 2,548 3,531 5,188 6,187 6,158 8,680 10,340 3,446 562 394 
(WY) (1946) (1946) (1951) (1942) (1941) (1943) (1952) (1941) (1941) (1941) (1945) (1945) 
Min 29.9 45.6 2.61 14.3 52.7 73.8 162 200 244 327 12.1 9.87
(WY) (1941) (1950) (2004) (2000) (1950) (1948) (1948) (1951) (1948) (1949) (1940) (1940) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2007 Water Year 2008 Water Years 1940 - 2008 

Annual total  108,445   107,201   
Annual mean  297   293   925  
Highest annual mean    3,546 1941 
Lowest annual mean    188 1950 
Highest daily mean  635 Jun 22  666 Jul 17  11,700 Jun 20, 1941 
Lowest daily mean  86 Mar 21  92 Jan 20  0.00 Dec 20, 1999 
Annual seven-day minimum  96 Mar 20  101 Dec   3  0.00 Dec 24, 1999 
Maximum peak flow   693 Jul 17  11,700 Jun 20, 1941 
Maximum peak stage   6.01 Jul 17  16.60 Apr 22, 2006 
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  215,100   212,600   670,100  
10 percent exceeds  544   515   3,000  
50 percent exceeds  251   263   294  
90 percent exceeds  133   126   84  
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