
 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
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Water-Data Report 2008 

02334400 LAKE SIDNEY LANIER NEAR BUFORD, GA 
Apalachicola Basin 

 Upper Chattahoochee Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 34°0930, long 84°0420 referenced to North American Datum of 1927, Forsyth County, GA, Hydrologic Unit 03130001, at forebay of 
dam on Chattahoochee River, 2.5 miles upstream from bridge on GA 20, 4.5 miles northwest of Buford, and at mile 348.3. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--1,034 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--June 2007 to current year. Elevation records collected at same site since February 1957 to June 2007 in files of the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers. 

GAGE.--Satellite telemetry with a water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is 0.00 feet above National Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD) of 1929 (levels by U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers). 

COOPERATION.--U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Mobile District. 

REMARKS.--Records are good. Lake is formed by a rolled-fill earth dam. Storage began in January 1956; dam completed in June 1957. Usable capacity, 
1,686,000 acre-feet between elevations 1035 feet and 1085 feet Dead storage 868,000 acre-feet Lake is used for flood control and power. Records 
furnished by U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum contents, 1,751,000 acre-feet, July 2, 2007; maximum elevation recorded, 1065.50 feet, July 2, 2007; 
minimum contents, 1,272,000 acre-feet, December 28, 2007; minimum elevation recorded, 1050.72 feet, December 28, 2007. 

EXTREMES OUTSIDE PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum contents, 2,205,200 acre-feet, April 14, 1964; maximum elevation, 1,077.20 feet, April 14, 1964; 
minimum contents, after beginning operation, 1,329,300 acre-feet, December 23,24 1981; minimum elevation, 1,052.66 feet, December 23,24 1981. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum contents, 1,524,000 acre-feet, October 1; maximum elevation recorded, 1058.88 feet, October 1; minimum 
contents, 1,272,000 acre-feet, December 28; minimum elevation recorded, 1050.75 feet, December 28. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=02334400
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RESERVOIR STORAGE, THOUSAND ACRE FEET 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2007 TO SEPTEMBER 2008 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 1,523 1,417 1,304 1,290 --- 1,352 1,453 1,485 1,487 1,439 1,405 1,424 
2 1,519 1,414 1,303 1,290 1,307 1,353 1,454 1,484 1,487 1,438 1,403 1,423 
3 --- 1,411 1,302 1,289 1,309 1,352 1,456 1,484 1,486 1,436 1,401 1,422 
4 1,513 1,408 1,299 1,289 1,312 1,355 1,457 1,484 1,485 1,433 1,399 1,420 
5 1,510 1,404 --- 1,288 1,314 1,368 1,461 1,483 1,484 1,432 1,396 1,418 

6 1,507 1,398 1,295 1,288 1,316 1,374 1,465 1,482 1,483 1,430 1,394 1,416 
7 1,505 1,391 1,293 1,288 1,318 1,379 1,468 1,482 1,482 1,428 1,391 1,415 
8 1,503 1,384 1,292 1,287 1,320 1,383 1,469 1,481 1,481 1,427 1,389 1,414 
9 1,499 1,376 1,291 1,287 1,320 1,386 1,471 1,481 1,480 1,428 1,386 1,412 

10 1,496 1,372 1,289 1,286 1,321 1,389 1,472 1,481 1,477 1,429 1,384 1,412 

11 1,491 1,369 1,288 1,287 1,321 1,391 1,473 1,484 1,475 1,430 1,382 1,411 
12 1,485 1,365 1,286 1,289 1,322 1,392 1,476 1,485 1,475 1,430 1,379 1,410 
13 1,480 1,359 1,284 1,290 1,323 1,393 1,476 1,485 1,474 1,430 1,377 1,408 
14 1,478 1,353 1,282 1,289 1,324 1,394 1,477 1,486 1,472 1,431 1,376 1,406 
15 1,473 1,346 1,281 1,288 1,324 1,401 1,478 1,487 1,471 1,430 1,373 1,404 

16 1,467 1,340 1,281 1,288 1,324 1,414 1,479 1,489 1,469 1,429 1,370 1,403 
17 1,460 1,336 1,280 1,290 1,326 1,417 1,480 1,490 1,467 1,427 1,368 1,400 
18 1,454 1,334 1,278 1,291 1,332 1,420 1,480 1,489 1,465 1,425 1,365 1,398 
19 1,448 1,332 1,277 1,292 1,335 1,423 1,481 1,490 1,463 1,423 1,363 1,397 
20 1,444 1,327 1,276 1,292 1,337 1,431 1,482 1,489 1,461 1,421 1,361 1,394 

21 1,442 1,323 1,275 1,292 1,338 1,435 1,482 1,489 1,458 1,419 1,358 1,392 
22 1,440 1,319 1,275 1,293 1,343 1,437 1,482 1,489 1,458 1,417 1,355 1,391 
23 1,437 1,315 1,276 1,294 1,346 1,439 1,483 1,489 1,456 1,417 1,352 1,388 
24 1,437 1,313 1,276 1,294 1,349 1,441 1,483 1,489 1,453 1,416 1,349 1,386 
25 1,435 1,312 1,276 1,293 1,350 1,442 1,482 1,490 1,451 1,414 1,354 1,384 

26 1,431 1,312 1,275 1,293 1,352 1,443 1,481 1,489 1,448 1,412 --- 1,381 
27 1,429 1,311 1,274 1,293 1,352 1,444 1,482 1,489 1,446 1,410 1,412 1,379 
28 1,427 1,309 1,276 1,293 1,353 1,445 1,484 1,489 1,444 1,409 1,422 1,378 
29 1,425 1,307 1,280 1,292 1,353 1,447 1,485 1,489 1,443 1,407 1,424 1,376 
30 1,422 1,305 1,284 1,294 --- 1,451 1,485 1,488 1,441 1,408 1,425 1,374 
31 1,420 --- 1,290 1,294 --- 1,452 --- 1,487 --- 1,406 1,424 --- 

Total --- 40,562 --- 40,003 --- 43,643 44,237 46,078 44,022 44,131 --- 42,036 
Mean --- 1,352 --- 1,290 --- 1,408 1,475 1,486 1,467 1,424 --- 1,401 
Max --- 1,417 --- 1,294 --- 1,452 1,485 1,490 1,487 1,439 --- 1,424 
Min --- 1,305 --- 1,286 --- 1,352 1,453 1,481 1,441 1,406 --- 1,374 
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ELEVATION OF RESERVOIR WATER SURFACE ABOVE DATUM, FEET 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2007 TO SEPTEMBER 2008 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 1,058.83 1,055.53 1,051.81 1,051.35 --- 1,053.41 1,056.64 1,057.63 1,057.66 1,056.17 1,055.07 1,055.72
2 1,058.72 1,055.45 1,051.78 1,051.33 1,051.90 1,053.43 1,056.67 1,057.60 1,057.66 1,056.11 1,055.01 1,055.68
3 1,058.61 1,055.33 1,051.74 1,051.32 1,051.98 1,053.40 1,056.74 1,057.59 1,057.63 1,056.05 1,054.95 1,055.63
4 1,058.50 1,055.26 1,051.65 1,051.31 1,052.08 1,053.51 1,056.77 1,057.60 1,057.59 1,055.98 1,054.88 1,055.57
5 1,058.42 1,055.13 --- 1,051.29 1,052.15 1,053.94 1,056.92 1,057.56 1,057.57 1,055.92 1,054.80 1,055.52

6 1,058.34 1,054.93 1,051.53 1,051.28 1,052.21 1,054.13 1,057.03 1,057.54 1,057.53 1,055.87 1,054.71 1,055.46
7 1,058.26 1,054.70 1,051.45 1,051.28 1,052.28 1,054.30 1,057.10 1,057.52 1,057.50 1,055.82 1,054.62 1,055.41
8 1,058.17 1,054.47 1,051.40 1,051.25 1,052.33 1,054.42 1,057.16 1,057.51 1,057.47 1,055.76 1,054.55 1,055.37
9 1,058.07 1,054.22 1,051.37 1,051.23 1,052.35 1,054.55 1,057.19 1,057.51 1,057.41 1,055.80 1,054.48 1,055.32

10 1,057.97 1,054.06 1,051.32 1,051.22 1,052.36 1,054.63 1,057.23 1,057.51 1,057.32 --- 1,054.39 1,055.32

11 1,057.82 1,053.99 1,051.27 1,051.25 1,052.38 1,054.69 1,057.28 1,057.60 1,057.26 --- 1,054.31 1,055.32
12 1,057.63 1,053.84 1,051.21 1,051.31 1,052.41 1,054.72 1,057.36 1,057.63 1,057.27 --- 1,054.24 1,055.27
13 1,057.48 1,053.63 1,051.14 1,051.33 1,052.42 1,054.76 1,057.38 1,057.64 1,057.24 --- 1,054.17 1,055.21
14 1,057.40 1,053.43 1,051.06 1,051.30 1,052.45 1,054.81 1,057.42 1,057.65 1,057.19 --- 1,054.12 1,055.15
15 1,057.27 1,053.22 1,051.06 1,051.28 1,052.46 1,055.03 1,057.43 1,057.68 1,057.15 --- 1,054.02 1,055.09

16 1,057.06 1,052.99 1,051.04 1,051.30 1,052.48 1,055.43 1,057.45 1,057.75 1,057.09 --- 1,053.93 1,055.06
17 1,056.88 1,052.86 1,050.99 1,051.35 1,052.55 1,055.56 1,057.47 1,057.77 1,057.03 --- 1,053.86 1,055.00
18 1,056.68 1,052.82 1,050.96 1,051.36 1,052.75 1,055.62 1,057.49 1,057.77 1,056.96 --- 1,053.79 1,054.92
19 1,056.49 1,052.75 1,050.91 1,051.40 --- 1,055.72 1,057.52 1,057.79 1,056.89 --- 1,053.71 1,054.87
20 1,056.37 1,052.58 1,050.89 1,051.42 --- 1,055.96 1,057.54 1,057.76 1,056.82 --- 1,053.63 1,054.80

21 1,056.31 1,052.45 1,050.89 1,051.44 1,052.96 1,056.09 1,057.56 1,057.75 1,056.75 --- 1,053.56 1,054.73
22 1,056.24 1,052.31 1,050.88 1,051.44 1,053.13 1,056.16 1,057.54 1,057.74 1,056.73 --- 1,053.48 1,054.66
23 1,056.14 1,052.18 1,050.87 1,051.46 1,053.22 1,056.22 1,057.56 1,057.73 1,056.68 1,055.45 1,053.38 1,054.61
24 1,056.13 1,052.14 1,050.89 1,051.46 1,053.29 1,056.27 1,057.57 1,057.75 1,056.60 1,055.42 1,053.29 1,054.54
25 1,056.08 1,052.10 1,050.89 1,051.45 1,053.33 1,056.31 1,057.55 1,057.76 1,056.52 1,055.36 1,053.42 1,054.44

26 1,055.97 1,052.08 1,050.86 1,051.44 1,053.39 1,056.36 1,057.52 1,057.75 1,056.45 1,055.29 --- 1,054.34
27 1,055.90 1,052.03 1,050.83 1,051.43 1,053.41 1,056.38 1,057.55 1,057.73 1,056.37 1,055.24 1,055.33 1,054.28
28 1,055.85 1,051.97 1,050.88 1,051.43 1,053.42 1,056.41 1,057.60 1,057.73 1,056.31 1,055.18 1,055.62 1,054.23
29 1,055.80 1,051.91 1,051.01 1,051.42 1,053.42 1,056.48 1,057.63 1,057.72 1,056.29 1,055.15 1,055.70 1,054.18
30 1,055.70 1,051.85 1,051.16 1,051.46 --- 1,056.58 1,057.64 1,057.69 1,056.24 1,055.16 1,055.71 1,054.11
31 1,055.62 --- 1,051.33 1,051.51 --- 1,056.61 --- 1,057.66 --- 1,055.12 1,055.71 --- 
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CLIMATOLOGICAL RECORDS 

COOPERATION.--U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Mobile District. 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--June 2007 to current year. 

INSTRUMENTATION.--Tipping-bucket raingage. 

 

PRECIPITATION, TOTAL, INCHES 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2007 TO SEPTEMBER 2008 

DAILY SUM VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.67 0.01 0.01 0.00 0.31 0.00 0.00 0.00 
2 0.00 0.00 0.09 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.00 
3 0.00 0.00 0.18 0.00 0.03 0.00 0.01 0.08 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
4 0.03 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.75 1.44 0.58 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
5 0.24 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.09 0.00 0.75 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

6 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.43 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.08 0.00 0.00 
7 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.54 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.05 0.00 
8 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.05 0.00 0.10 0.00 0.37 0.00 0.66 
9 0.21 0.00 0.00 0.17 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.20 0.00 0.05 

10 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.24 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.08 0.00 0.22 0.00 0.01 

11 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.34 0.00 0.00 0.60 0.73 0.20 0.00 0.00 0.01 
12 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.31 0.00 0.05 0.00 0.05 0.00 0.05 0.01 
13 0.00 0.00 0.04 0.00 0.07 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.01 0.00 0.00 
14 0.00 0.34 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.18 0.02 0.00 0.02 0.00 0.13 0.00 
15 0.00 0.75 0.27 0.00 0.00 0.65 0.00 0.82 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

16 0.00 0.00 0.07 0.05 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
17 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.09 1.64 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
18 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.02 0.00 
19 0.02 0.00 0.03 0.04 0.00 1.01 0.19 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
20 0.00 0.00 0.10 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.10 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

21 0.00 0.08 0.07 0.01 0.61 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.06 0.00 0.00 0.00 
22 0.16 0.35 0.02 0.25 0.37 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.05 0.14 0.00 0.00 
23 0.34 0.00 0.40 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.40 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
24 0.13 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.25 0.00 0.00 1.14 0.00 
25 0.00 0.02 0.08 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.22 0.00 

26 0.00 0.38 0.00 0.00 0.40 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 --- 0.00 
27 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.22 0.00 0.38 0.00 0.07 0.00 
28 0.00 0.00 1.13 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.39 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
29 0.00 0.00 0.24 0.32 0.08 0.23 0.00 0.00 0.51 0.33 0.00 0.00 
30 0.00 0.00 1.07 0.19 --- 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
31 0.00 --- 0.00 0.17 --- 0.00 --- 0.00 --- 0.07 0.00 --- 

Total 1.14 1.92 3.79 1.88 5.46 4.12 2.82 2.57 1.58 2.42 --- 0.74 
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