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11481200 Little River near Trinidad, CA
Little River Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 41°00′36″, long 124°04′49″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in SE ¼ NE ¼ sec.8, T.7 N., R.1 E., Humboldt County, CA, 
Hydrologic Unit 18010102, Humboldt Meridian, on right bank, at Crannell, 0.5 mi upstream from Coon Creek, 4.7 mi southeast of Trinidad, and 9.1 mi 
north of Arcata. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--40.5 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1955 to current year. Prior to October 1971, published as "at Crannell." 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 2129: 1956-60. WDR CA-78-2: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder and crest-stage gage. Datum of gage is 17.62 ft above NGVD of 1929. 

REMARKS.--Records good except for daily discharges below 15 ft³/s, which are fair. No storage or diversion upstream from station. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 9,830 ft³/s, Mar. 18, 1975, gage height, 14.19 ft, from rating curve extended above 3,100 ft³/s, 
on basis of slope-area measurement at gage height 14.08 ft; minimum daily, 1.8 ft³/s, Sept. 25-29, 1991. 

EXTREMES OUTSIDE PERIOD OF RECORD.--Flood of Jan. 17, 18, 1953, reached a stage of 15.7 ft, observed by an employee of Hammond Lumber Co. 

PEAK DISCHARGES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Peak discharges greater than base discharge of 3,000 ft³/s and (or) maximum (*): 

Date Time 
Discharge 

(ft³/s) 
Gage height 

(ft) 

Dec 13 1030 *2,920 *7.77 

 

http://pubs.water.usgs.gov/wdr2007
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=11481200


 Water-Data Report 2007 

 11481200 Little River near Trinidad, CA—Continued 

— 2 — 

DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2006 TO SEPTEMBER 2007 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 4.7 4.5 114 154 43 781 119 83 26 14 7.7 4.0 
2 5.2 7.5 93 133 42 807 105 96 26 13 7.2 4.0 
3 5.2 50 75 1,110 40 585 95 88 25 12 6.8 3.9 
4 5.8 53 63 1,000 38 404 86 88 25 12 6.8 4.8 
5 6.2 17 54 548 37 308 79 75 28 12 6.7 4.8 

6 6.3 12 48 375 36 257 74 68 27 11 e7.1 4.4 
7 5.8 30 42 306 61 239 85 63 24 11 e7.0 4.1 
8 5.6 96 39 247 107 222 79 59 23 11 e6.9 3.9 
9 5.2 35 76 209 201 197 92 56 22 11 6.8 4.0 

10 4.6 22 492 180 332 178 79 54 23 10 6.5 4.1 

11 4.1 82 345 158 783 161 123 52 22 10 6.3 4.3 
12 3.8 41 842 139 320 149 200 51 20 11 6.1 4.6 
13 3.8 173 1,650 124 230 139 145 49 19 10 6.0 4.9 
14 4.3 224 1,060 113 178 130 228 46 19 9.8 5.9 4.7 
15 5.2 72 801 102 417 119 199 44 18 9.5 5.9 4.5 

16 8.7 234 402 96 297 111 150 43 18 9.5 5.8 4.2 
17 9.8 108 264 91 220 104 129 41 18 9.8 5.6 4.1 
18 7.6 57 197 83 179 98 159 39 17 21 5.5 3.9 
19 6.6 37 160 78 150 102 140 38 16 15 5.9 3.8 
20 5.8 171 134 74 166 174 124 37 16 12 6.1 3.8 

21 5.3 144 287 69 1,140 127 128 37 17 11 6.1 3.8 
22 4.8 385 291 65 1,290 110 324 35 16 10 6.0 3.7 
23 4.7 390 209 62 616 100 238 33 15 9.5 5.7 3.7 
24 4.7 186 175 60 468 93 182 32 14 9.0 5.5 3.8 
25 4.7 130 502 57 1,020 113 151 31 14 9.3 5.4 3.7 

26 4.7 253 1,130 55 775 133 131 31 14 9.7 5.1 3.7 
27 4.6 377 989 53 1,060 428 116 30 14 10 5.1 3.5 
28 4.3 271 476 51 806 294 103 29 13 9.5 4.8 4.0 
29 4.3 197 300 48 --- 195 94 28 17 8.7 4.5 4.5 
30 4.4 145 228 46 --- 153 87 27 15 8.5 4.2 5.2 
31 4.3 --- 184 45 --- 132 --- 27 --- 8.2 4.1 --- 

Total 165.1 4,004.0 11,722 5,931 11,052 7,143 4,044 1,510 581 338.0 185.1 124.4 
Mean 5.33 133 378 191 395 230 135 48.7 19.4 10.9 5.97 4.15 
Max 9.8 390 1,650 1,110 1,290 807 324 96 28 21 7.7 5.2 
Min 3.8 4.5 39 45 36 93 74 27 13 8.2 4.1 3.5 
Ac-ft 327 7,940 23,250 11,760 21,920 14,170 8,020 3,000 1,150 670 367 247 

 

 STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1956 - 2007, BY WATER YEAR (WY)                                  

  Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 24.7 151 322 340 295 252 145 75.2 33.0 13.2 8.08 7.40 
Max 202 849 1,083 1,145 816 819 521 271 168 31.4 23.3 28.4 
(WY) (1963) (1974) (1965) (1970) (1986) (1975) (1963) (1960) (1993) (1983) (1983) (1986) 
Min 3.15 4.62 7.45 28.2 19.7 35.5 22.1 21.9 12.2 6.12 3.59 3.35 
(WY) (2003) (1994) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1988) (1977) (1987) (1966) (1959) (1959) (2001) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2006 Water Year 2007 Water Years 1956 - 2007 

Annual total  63,545.8    46,799.6    
Annual mean  174    128    138   
Highest annual mean    240 1974  
Lowest annual mean    23.8 1977  
Highest daily mean  1,820 Feb   2   1,650 Dec 13   7,860 Mar 18, 1975  
Lowest daily mean  3.8 Sep 26   3.5 Sep 27   1.8 Sep 25, 1991  
Annual seven-day minimum  4.1 Sep 24   3.7 Sep 21   1.9 Sep 24, 1991  
Maximum peak flow   2,920 Dec 13   9,830 Mar 18, 1975  
Maximum peak stage   7.77 Dec 13   14.19 Mar 18, 1975  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  126,000    92,830    100,100   
10 percent exceeds  493    313    362   
50 percent exceeds  45    42    35   
90 percent exceeds  5.0    4.6    5.7   
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