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11150500 Salinas River near Bradley, CA
Salinas River Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 35°55′49″, long 120°52′04″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in SW ¼ NW ¼ sec.14, T.23 S., R.10 E., Monterey County, CA, 
Hydrologic Unit 18060005, on left bank, 6 mi northwest of Bradley, 6.9 mi south southeast from San Ardo, and 7 mi downstream from San Antonio 
River. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--2,535 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1948 to current year. Monthly discharge only for some periods, published in WSP 1315-B. 
CHEMICAL DATA: Water years 1958, 1962-66, 1972-75, 1977, 1980, 1981. 
SEDIMENT DATA: Water years 1950, 1990. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 1285: 1950. WDR CA-84-2: 1978. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder and crest-stage gage. Datum of gage is 442.69 ft above NGVD of 1929 (levels by U.S. Army Corps of Engineers). 

REMARKS.--Records fair including those for estimated days. Flow regulated by Santa Margarita Lake beginning in December 1941, usable capacity, 
23,000 acre-ft; Lake Nacimiento (formerly Nacimiento Reservoir) beginning in February 1957, usable capacity, 340,000 acre-ft; and Lake San Antonio 
beginning in December 1965, usable capacity, 330,000 acre-ft. Several small diversions upstream from station. See schematic diagram of Salinas 
River Basin available from the California Water Science Center. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 120,000 ft³/s, Mar. 11, 1995, gage height, 23.44 ft, from rating curve extended above 
50,000 ft³/s; no flow at times in 1951, 1954-55, 1957. 

 

http://pubs.water.usgs.gov/wdr2007
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=11150500
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2006 TO SEPTEMBER 2007 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 47 393 176 443 148 54 329 426 464 473 612 107 
2 45 715 182 e445 92 53 332 406 443 490 612 80 
3 42 900 190 442 84 54 333 434 417 546 593 72 
4 44 1,140 188 442 81 53 326 436 416 570 578 66 
5 60 e1,230 221 293 81 53 305 430 453 606 593 62 

6 73 e1,140 235 256 80 111 305 429 460 628 610 58 
7 77 809 238 245 81 168 315 428 444 609 584 54 
8 78 628 238 226 77 178 321 424 442 581 577 50 
9 79 e494 251 224 76 211 329 422 414 582 581 48 

10 80 e599 258 235 81 261 330 449 394 607 585 45 

11 80 624 241 227 80 277 318 460 408 606 593 43 
12 82 e625 246 231 73 279 319 436 429 600 598 41 
13 85 e615 254 220 73 314 321 402 467 591 583 39 
14 89 589 251 217 73 359 309 433 474 586 587 37 
15 87 e586 185 226 66 364 331 478 472 578 594 37 

16 86 317 137 219 61 373 342 463 473 572 e593 37 
17 86 267 113 213 58 383 332 434 469 561 e598 36 
18 93 228 106 220 58 387 333 415 480 556 e594 36 
19 98 219 131 219 57 386 350 415 487 551 e593 37 
20 146 217 142 212 55 374 388 442 554 583 e615 36 

21 156 188 141 199 54 362 391 452 561 618 637 35 
22 157 165 147 196 57 360 419 433 535 633 607 36 
23 157 161 143 196 55 331 413 421 500 653 591 36 
24 154 155 317 195 53 322 365 425 506 677 600 36 
25 171 152 376 194 54 326 355 427 510 667 610 35 

26 182 148 388 193 53 326 379 444 508 643 614 34 
27 180 149 399 199 55 319 383 445 498 640 621 33 
28 201 150 401 207 54 310 385 450 485 631 589 33 
29 211 148 e412 221 --- 316 384 446 463 609 515 34 
30 214 162 e432 221 --- 314 391 450 470 576 490 33 
31 244 --- 439 209 --- 316 --- 467 --- 596 241 --- 

Total 3,584 13,913 7,578 7,685 1,970 8,294 10,433 13,522 14,096 18,419 17,988 1,366 
Mean 116 464 244 248 70.4 268 348 436 470 594 580 45.5 
Max 244 1,230 439 445 148 387 419 478 561 677 637 107 
Min 42 148 106 193 53 53 305 402 394 473 241 33 
Ac-ft 7,110 27,600 15,030 15,240 3,910 16,450 20,690 26,820 27,960 36,530 35,680 2,710 

 

STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1949 - 1956, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

  Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 3.23 100 752 1,457 685 878 310 139 21.1 3.41 2.03 1.74
Max 4.04 742 2,319 5,372 1,449 2,724 580 249 55.3 6.26 4.16 4.46
(WY) (1951) (1951) (1956) (1952) (1950) (1952) (1952) (1955) (1956) (1953) (1952) (1952) 
Min 1.64 4.40 11.0 140 238 293 87.4 40.7 7.87 1.64 .000 .000
(WY) (1955) (1956) (1954) (1949) (1953) (1950) (1951) (1949) (1950) (1951) (1955) (1955) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Water Years 1949 - 1956 

Annual mean  363   
Highest annual mean  945 1952  
Lowest annual mean  152 1955  
Highest daily mean  22,000 Dec 24, 1955  
Lowest daily mean  .00 Aug 15, 1951  
Annual seven-day minimum  .00 Aug 15, 1951  
Maximum peak flow  26,800 Jan 15, 1952  
Maximum peak stage  12.35 Jan 15, 1952  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  263,100   
10 percent exceeds  745   
50 percent exceeds  16   
90 percent exceeds  1.6   

 

 STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1958 - 2007, BY WATER YEAR (WY)                                  

  Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 244 198 216 711 1,414 942 485 326 395 482 510 397 
Max 632 730 2,152 7,066 10,180 7,044 5,642 1,792 845 683 770 743 
(WY) (1970) (2006) (1983) (1997) (1998) (1995) (1958) (1983) (1994) (1994) (1991) (1969) 
Min 3.00 5.00 7.58 9.26 10.6 16.3 12.1 4.50 2.98 0.84 0.37 1.47
(WY) (1962) (1962) (1991) (1991) (1991) (1990) (1990) (1961) (1990) (1990) (1990) (1990) 

 

SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2006 Water Year 2007 Water Years 1958 - 2007 

Annual total  187,985    118,848    
Annual mean  515    326    522   
Highest annual mean    1,997 1983  
Lowest annual mean    9.39 1990  
Highest daily mean  11,600 Apr   5   1,230 Nov   5   63,900 Mar 11, 1995  
Lowest daily mean  42 Sep 26   33 Sep 27   0.07 Sep   9, 1990  
Annual seven-day minimum  43 Sep 22   34 Sep 24   0.09 Sep   4, 1990  
Maximum peak flow   1,260 Nov   5   120,000 Mar 11, 1995  
Maximum peak stage   5.41 Nov   5   23.44 Mar 11, 1995  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  372,900    235,700    377,900   
10 percent exceeds  668    598    658   
50 percent exceeds  324    322    310   
90 percent exceeds  79    54    26   
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