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Santa Ynez River Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 34°34′57″, long 119°58′47″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, Santa Barbara County, CA, Hydrologic Unit 18060010, in Lomas 
de la Purification Grant, at Bradbury Dam on Santa Ynez River, on upstream face near left end of dam, and 6.1 mi east of Santa Ynez. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--417 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--November 1952 to current year. Prior to October 1985, only monthend elevations, contents, and total diversions published. November 
1952 to October 1960, published as "Cachuma Reservoir near Santa Ynez." 
CHEMICAL DATA: Water Year 1998. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is NGVD of 1929 (U.S. Bureau of Reclamation benchmark). Prior to Oct. 1, 1965, nonrecording gage. 

COOPERATION.--Reservoir elevation, contents, and diversion figures provided by U.S. Bureau of Reclamation. Contents not rounded to U.S. Geological 
Survey standards. 

REMARKS.--Reservoir is formed by earth-fill dam. Storage began November 1952. Dead storage below outlet gage to river, elevation, 600 ft, 97 acre-ft, 
included in contents. Capacity below sill of inlet to Tecolote Tunnel, elevation, 660 ft, 26,109 acre-ft; below spillway level, elevation, 720 ft, 
112,215 acre-ft; and below top of four radial gates, elevation, 750 ft, 188,030 acre-ft. Water is released from outlet to Santa Ynez River to satisfy 
downstream water rights. Water diverted to Tecolote Tunnel for use by City of Santa Barbara, Goleta Water District, Carpinteria Valley Water District, 
and Montecito Water District. Records, including extremes, represent total contents at 0800 hours. See schematic diagram of Santa Ynez River Basin 
available from the California Water Science Center. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum contents, 221,100 acre-ft, Feb. 24, 1969, elevation, 755.11 ft; minimum since initial filling in April 1958, 
27,681 acre-ft, Feb. 27, 1991, elevation, 661.06 ft. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--(at 0800) Maximum contents, 180.115 acre-ft, Oct. 1, elevation, 747.35 ft; minimum, 132,392 acre-ft, Sept. 30, elevation, 
729.08 ft. 

Capacity table (elevation, in feet, and contents, in acre-feet) 
(Based on surveys by U.S. Bureau of Reclamation) 

Elevation Contents Elevation Contents Elevation Contents 

680 46,647 710 92,452 740 159,637 
690 59,806 720 112,215 750 188,030 
700 75,020 730 134,559 760 220,052 

 

http://pubs.water.usgs.gov/wdr2007
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=11125500
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RESERVOIR STORAGE, ACRE FEET 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2006 TO SEPTEMBER 2007 

DAILY OBSERVATION AT 0800 HOURS 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 180,115 176,219 172,971 170,583 167,980 167,431 165,380 162,318 158,736 154,082 146,541 138,334 
2 179,997 176,104 172,887 170,527 167,925 167,349 165,271 162,184 158,604 153,927 146,268 138,117 
3 179,909 175,990 172,802 170,416 167,870 167,294 165,189 161,996 158,471 153,772 145,995 137,901 
4 179,791 175,905 172,718 170,333 167,842 167,240 165,052 161,835 158,365 153,617 145,647 137,612 
5 179,674 175,790 172,578 170,195 167,759 167,212 164,998 161,648 158,233 153,410 145,374 137,348 

6 179,527 175,705 172,465 170,112 167,677 167,130 164,890 161,514 158,047 153,229 145,076 137,107 
7 179,380 175,562 172,353 170,001 167,677 167,048 164,808 161,406 157,915 153,074 144,828 136,868 
8 179,262 175,448 172,212 169,890 167,677 167,021 164,700 161,326 157,782 152,918 144,580 136,630 
9 179,174 175,334 172,128 169,835 167,622 167,021 164,619 161,219 157,650 152,737 144,282 136,392 

10 179,028 175,191 172,184 169,780 167,540 166,993 164,484 161,165 157,517 152,556 144,035 136,154 

11 178,912 175,048 172,184 169,697 167,650 166,939 164,375 161,085 157,385 152,401 143,790 135,939 
12 178,767 174,906 172,072 169,641 167,595 166,911 164,159 161,031 157,279 152,246 143,519 135,701 
13 178,652 174,792 172,044 169,531 167,540 166,802 164,023 160,978 157,146 152,090 143,274 135,487 
14 178,507 174,649 171,960 169,475 167,513 166,693 163,915 160,924 157,067 151,935 143,028 135,225 
15 178,391 174,592 171,875 169,364 167,431 166,611 163,699 160,870 157,040 151,754 142,733 134,987 

16 178,304 174,478 171,819 169,281 167,376 166,529 163,617 160,763 156,882 151,601 142,463 134,726 
17 178,159 174,363 171,791 169,171 167,349 166,474 163,482 160,602 156,725 151,448 142,217 134,512 
18 178,072 174,249 171,707 169,060 167,267 166,392 163,293 160,468 156,568 151,270 141,947 134,300 
19 177,928 174,164 171,623 168,894 167,431 166,310 163,184 160,307 156,437 151,117 141,678 134,088 
20 177,783 174,078 171,538 168,783 167,376 166,228 163,265 160,173 156,253 150,887 141,410 133,970 

21 177,638 173,935 171,454 168,645 167,349 166,173 163,184 160,039 156,149 150,785 141,143 133,782 
22 177,551 173,821 171,342 168,534 167,349 166,173 163,130 159,932 155,991 150,607 140,876 133,617 
23 177,406 173,736 171,285 168,423 167,431 166,146 163,103 159,771 155,808 150,453 140,560 133,499 
24 177,290 173,621 171,201 168,285 167,431 166,064 162,995 159,664 155,546 150,045 140,316 133,358 
25 177,146 173,536 171,117 168,119 167,376 166,009 162,914 159,531 155,284 149,510 140,049 133,170 

26 177,001 173,422 171,005 168,008 167,376 165,927 162,832 159,399 155,048 149,053 139,830 133,052 
27 176,856 173,365 170,976 167,925 167,404 165,818 162,778 159,293 154,812 148,601 139,587 132,863 
28 176,740 173,252 170,892 168,063 167,431 165,654 162,670 159,160 154,629 148,173 139,368 132,675 
29 176,595 173,196 170,808 168,036 --- 165,654 162,562 159,107 154,419 147,746 139,128 132,534 
30 176,480 173,083 170,752 167,980 --- 165,572 162,453 159,001 154,264 147,293 138,887 132,392 
31 176,364 --- 170,639 168,036 --- 165,462 --- 158,842 --- 146,891 138,623 --- 

Max 180,115 176,219 172,971 170,583 167,980 167,431 165,380 162,318 158,736 154,082 146,541 138,334 
Min 176,364 173,083 170,639 167,925 167,267 165,462 162,453 158,842 154,264 146,891 138,623 132,392 
Elevation, in feet, at end of month 
 746.06 744.91 744.04 743.10 742.88 742.16 741.05 739.70 737.96 735.07 731.70 729.08
Change in contents, in acre-feet 
 -3,839 -3,281 -2,444 -2,603 -605 -1,969 -3,009 -3,611 -4,578 -7,373 -8,268 -6,231 
Diversion, in acre-feet, to Tecolote Tunnel 
 2,560 2,461 2,031 2,483 1,265 2,098 2,713 2,941 3,308 3,791 3,735 3,423 

 

 Calendar Year 2006 Water Year 2007 

Max 197,775 180,115 
Min 170,639 132,392 

Change in contents, in acre-feet -2,191 -47,811 
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