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11118500 Ventura River near Ventura, CA
Ventura River Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 34°21′08″, long 119°18′27″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, Ventura County, CA, Hydrologic Unit 18070101, in southeast 
corner of Santa Ana Grant, on right bank, 50 ft downstream from bridge on Casitas Pass Road at Foster Memorial Park, 0.2 mi downstream from 
Coyote Creek, and 5 mi north of Ventura. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--188 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--September 1911 to January 1914, October 1929 to current year; combined records of river and diversion, October 1932 to current 
year. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 1565: 1957. WSP 1928: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder and crest-stage gage on river; water-stage recorder and Parshall flume on diversion. Datum of gage is 205.23 ft above NGVD 
of 1929, Ventura County Flood Control datum. See WSP 1315-B for history of changes prior to Nov. 2, 1949. Nov. 2, 1949, to June 12, 1969, at site 
80 ft downstream, at datum 9.00 ft lower. June 13, 1969, to Dec. 22, 1986, at site 370 ft upstream, at datum 5.00 ft lower. 

REMARKS.--Records fair. Flow partly regulated since March 1948 by Matilija Reservoir (station 11115000), usable capacity, 1,480 acre-ft, and since 
October 1959 by Lake Casitas (station 11108133), capacity, 323,700 acre-ft. Water diverted to Lake Casitas on Coyote Creek since January 1959. 
Diversion by City of Ventura for municipal supply began prior to 1911. For records of combined discharge of river and Ventura City Diversion 
(station 11118400), see station 11118501. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--River only: Maximum discharge, 63,600 ft³/s, Feb. 10, 1978, gage height, 24.14 ft, from rating curve extended above 
34,000 ft³/s, maximum gage height, 29.3 ft, Jan. 25, 1969, present datum, from floodmarks; no flow at times in many years. 
    Combined river and diversion: Maximum discharge, 63,600 ft³/s, Feb. 10, 1978; no flow Nov. 28, 29, 1977, Oct. 23-26, 1989, July 9-11, 1990, and 

many days during 1994. 
 

http://pubs.water.usgs.gov/wdr2007
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=11118500
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2006 TO SEPTEMBER 2007 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 17 11 8.9 7.0 11 10 8.3 8.3 6.9 5.4 3.9 2.8 
2 15 11 9.2 7.1 11 9.7 8.3 8.2 6.9 5.0 3.1 2.6 
3 14 11 9.2 7.4 11 9.6 8.6 8.0 7.2 5.0 3.1 2.6 
4 14 11 9.2 7.5 9.8 9.8 9.0 8.2 7.2 5.0 3.3 2.3 
5 14 11 9.1 7.5 9.7 9.4 8.7 8.1 7.0 5.0 3.3 2.3 

6 14 11 9.0 7.6 9.7 9.0 8.6 7.9 6.8 5.0 3.2 e2.4 
7 14 11 9.0 7.6 9.8 9.0 8.7 7.9 6.7 5.1 3.4 e2.4 
8 14 11 9.0 7.5 9.8 8.3 8.3 7.8 6.8 4.9 3.3 e2.4 
9 14 11 9.5 7.5 9.7 8.3 8.3 8.1 6.9 5.1 3.3 e2.5 

10 14 10 12 7.6 9.7 8.2 7.6 8.9 7.2 5.8 3.1 e2.5 

11 14 10 11 7.6 10 7.7 7.6 8.2 7.3 4.7 2.8 e2.5 
12 14 10 11 7.6 9.2 7.3 7.1 8.1 7.3 4.1 2.7 2.6 
13 14 9.9 10 7.6 8.9 6.7 7.4 8.1 7.3 4.1 2.7 2.6 
14 14 9.8 10 7.6 9.0 6.6 7.2 8.2 6.8 3.7 2.6 2.6 
15 14 9.7 10 7.6 8.9 6.7 7.0 8.3 6.8 4.1 2.6 2.4 

16 14 9.7 11 7.6 8.6 6.6 6.8 8.5 6.8 4.5 2.6 2.5 
17 13 10 11 7.6 7.9 6.8 6.7 8.1 6.8 4.3 2.6 2.5 
18 13 10 11 7.5 7.5 6.9 6.8 8.0 6.8 3.9 2.5 2.5 
19 13 9.8 10 7.4 10 7.0 7.5 8.0 6.5 4.1 2.5 2.5 
20 13 9.4 10 7.0 8.7 7.3 8.3 8.0 6.3 4.2 2.5 2.4 

21 13 9.0 10 6.6 8.3 7.6 8.4 7.8 6.3 4.2 2.5 2.3 
22 12 9.7 11 6.5 9.6 7.6 8.1 7.5 6.3 4.2 2.6 1.5 
23 12 9.3 11 6.5 11 7.6 8.3 7.4 5.8 4.2 2.7 1.4 
24 12 8.7 11 6.7 10 7.6 8.3 7.3 5.8 4.3 2.7 1.4 
25 12 8.3 11 6.8 9.7 7.6 8.3 7.2 6.0 4.7 2.6 1.5 

26 12 8.3 9.5 6.9 9.5 7.6 8.3 7.1 5.8 4.5 2.8 1.8 
27 12 9.4 7.7 8.2 10 7.6 8.3 7.1 5.7 4.3 2.6 1.9 
28 12 9.0 7.6 34 10 7.8 8.3 7.2 5.7 4.3 2.5 2.0 
29 12 9.0 7.4 16 --- 7.8 8.3 7.0 5.5 4.2 2.6 1.7 
30 12 9.0 7.1 13 --- 7.9 8.4 7.1 5.5 4.3 2.7 1.7 
31 11 --- 7.1 12 --- 8.1 --- 6.9 --- 4.2 2.8 --- 

Total 412 297.0 299.5 272.6 268.0 245.7 239.8 242.5 196.7 140.4 88.2 67.1 
Mean 13.3 9.90 9.66 8.79 9.57 7.93 7.99 7.82 6.56 4.53 2.85 2.24 
Max 17 11 12 34 11 10 9.0 8.9 7.3 5.8 3.9 2.8 
Min 11 8.3 7.1 6.5 7.5 6.6 6.7 6.9 5.5 3.7 2.5 1.4 
Ac-ft 817 589 594 541 532 487 476 481 390 278 175 133 

 

STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1930 - 1957, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

  Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 3.29 5.15 36.5 121 192 237 78.0 26.1 12.1 6.15 3.59 2.51 
Max 21.4 38.8 174 1,103 1,058 1,951 874 226 103 56.1 35.8 21.2 
(WY) (1942) (1947) (1932) (1952) (1941) (1938) (1941) (1941) (1941) (1941) (1941) (1941) 
Min .000 .000 .000 .000 .000 .003 .000 .000 .000 .000 .000 .000
(WY) (1930) (1930) (1930) (1931) (1930) (1951) (1949) (1934) (1934) (1931) (1930) (1930) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Water Years 1930 - 1957 

Annual mean  59.7   
Highest annual mean  354 1941  
Lowest annual mean  .000 1951  
Highest daily mean  17,900 Mar   2, 1938  
Lowest daily mean  .00 Oct   1, 1929  
Annual seven-day minimum  .00 Oct   1, 1929  
Maximum peak flow  39,200 Mar   2, 1938  
Maximum peak stage  19.20 Mar   2, 1938  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  43,230   
10 percent exceeds  71   
50 percent exceeds  1.9   
90 percent exceeds  .00   

 

 STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1960 - 2007, BY WATER YEAR (WY)                                  

  Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 3.53 12.9 26.4 161 309 203 78.9 36.0 16.7 8.91 4.93 3.97 
Max 40.9 278 234 1,880 2,919 1,797 758 408 158 63.7 32.2 29.0 
(WY) (1984) (1966) (1966) (1969) (1998) (1983) (1983) (1998) (1998) (1998) (1998) (1998) 
Min 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
(WY) (1962) (1965) (1969) (1976) (1961) (1990) (1961) (1961) (1961) (1961) (1961) (1961) 

 

SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2006 Water Year 2007 Water Years 1960 - 2007 

Annual total  25,940.5    2,769.5    
Annual mean  71.1    7.59    70.8   
Highest annual mean    383 1995  
Lowest annual mean    0.29 1961  
Highest daily mean  5,930 Apr   4   34 Jan 28   22,000 Feb   9, 1978  
Lowest daily mean  7.1 Dec 30   1.4 Sep 23   0.00 Sep 12, 1960  
Annual seven-day minimum  8.2 Dec 25   1.6 Sep 22   0.00 Dec 15, 1960  
Maximum peak flow   92 Jan 28   63,600 Feb 10, 1978  
Maximum peak stage   2.67 Jan 28   29.30 Jan 25, 1969  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  51,450    5,490    51,300   
10 percent exceeds  69    11    57   
50 percent exceeds  22    7.6    4.1   
90 percent exceeds  10    2.6    0.00   
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WATER-QUALITY RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--Water years 1907-08, 1967 to current year. 
CHEMICAL DATA: Water years 1907-08, water years 1967-79. 
SEDIMENT DATA: Water years 1969-73, 1975 to current year. 

PERIOD OF DAILY RECORD.-- 
WATER TEMPERATURE: October 1968 to September 1969, October 1970 to September 1973, October 1974 to September 1981, and October 1985 to 

September 1986. 
SUSPENDED-SEDIMENT DISCHARGE: October 1968 to September 1973, October 1974 to September 1981, and October 1985 to September 1986. 

 

SUSPENDED SEDIMENT DISCHARGE 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2006 TO SEPTEMBER 2007 

Date 
 

Time 
 

Instan-
taneous

dis- 
charge,

cfs 
(00061) 

Temper-
ature,
water,
deg C

(00010) 

Sus- 
pended

sedi- 
ment 

concen-
tration
mg/L 

(80154) 

Sus- 
pended

sedi- 
ment 
dis- 

charge,
tons/d
(80155) 

Nov      
14... 1100 11 17.0 12 .36 

Dec      
04... 1135 9.7 14.0 4 .10 
22... 1345 11 -- 5 .15 

Jan      
08... 1440 7.6 16.5 4 .08 
31... 1045 14 14.0 12 .46 

Feb      
22... 0932 8.3 15.0 7 .16 

Mar      
05... 1335 9.7 18.5 6 .16 
15... 1005 7.0 15.5 12 .23 

Apr      
04... 1225 9.0 17.5 8 .19 
17... 1640 7.0 19.5 4 .08 

 


