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11109520 Pyramid Lake near Gorman, CA
Santa Clara River Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 34°38′41″, long 118°45′47″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in NE ¼ NW ¼ sec.2, T.6 N., R.18 W., Los Angeles County, CA, 
Hydrologic Unit 18070102, in Angeles National Forest, in control structure near left abutment of Pyramid Dam on Piru Creek, and 11.7 mi southeast of 
Gorman. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--295 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1988 to current year. Prior to October 1988 in files of California Department of Water Resources. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is NGVD of 1929. 

COOPERATION.--Records were collected by California Department of Water Resources, under general supervision of the U.S. Geological Survey, in 
connection with Federal Energy Regulatory Commission project no. 2426. Contents not rounded to U.S. Geological Survey standards. 

REMARKS.--Reservoir is formed by earth-fill dam. Storage began 1971. Dead storage below outlet to Angeles Tunnel, 5,720 acre-ft, elevation, 2,345 ft, 
included in contents. Capacity below invert of radial gate, 133,600 acre-ft, elevation, 2,547.72 ft; below top of radial gate, 169,901 acre-ft, elevation, 
2,578 ft; below spillway level, 171,200 acre-ft, elevation, 2,579 ft. Lake receives imported water from West Branch California Aqueduct via William 
Warne Powerplant (station 11109398). Water is released through the Angeles Tunnel to Castaic Powerplant and during periods of low electricity 
demand, water from Elderberry Forebay (station 11108092) is pumped back to Pyramid Lake. Records represent total contents. See schematic diagram 
of Santa Clara River Basin available from the California Water Science Center. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--(at 2400 hours) Maximum contents, 170,742 acre-ft, Oct. 25, 2005,  elevation, 2,578.65 ft; minimum, 137,883 acre-ft, 
Nov. 26, 1991, elevation, 2,551.53 ft. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--(at 2400 hours) Maximum contents, 168,100 acre-ft, Oct. 29, elevation, 2,576.60 ft; minimum, 155,854 acre-ft, June 8, 
elevation, 2,566.81 ft. 

Capacity table (elevation in feet, and contents, in acre-feet) 
(Based on table provided by California Department of Water Resources in 1978) 

Elevation Contents Elevation Contents Elevation Contents Elevation Contents 

2,545 130,601 2,555 141,850 2,565 153,364 2,575 166,057 
2,550 136,154 2,560 147,680 2,570 159,778 2,580 172,497 

 

http://pubs.water.usgs.gov/wdr2007
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=11109520
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RESERVOIR STORAGE, ACRE FEET 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2006 TO SEPTEMBER 2007 

DAILY OBSERVATION AT 2400 HOURS 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 162,258 165,650 161,208 160,001 158,245 160,834 167,933 166,031 162,333 163,438 160,088 161,021 
2 163,149 164,207 161,171 159,815 159,493 159,877 167,985 164,081 162,296 162,571 159,456 164,030 
3 162,534 162,496 161,246 159,840 160,175 160,834 167,345 164,119 162,546 159,815 157,827 165,358 
4 162,208 161,308 161,083 158,492 161,208 161,283 165,993 163,124 161,733 160,735 158,986 166,082 
5 162,559 160,722 161,021 157,163 160,834 160,984 164,675 165,790 161,795 160,001 163,048 165,080 

6 162,822 158,553 160,934 156,501 160,548 161,021 163,413 166,515 160,897 157,802 161,558 161,995 
7 165,511 159,505 160,934 155,025 160,088 162,008 162,973 164,144 158,973 158,726 163,099 161,158 
8 166,324 160,685 160,984 153,280 160,623 161,820 165,042 163,287 155,854 163,476 163,665 163,665 
9 167,575 162,609 161,059 152,015 161,021 162,120 164,523 161,420 158,011 163,338 163,262 166,019 

10 166,337 163,652 160,996 151,727 162,383 163,640 163,338 160,051 160,897 163,816 162,321 165,930 

11 165,384 163,539 161,059 148,129 160,934 164,308 161,983 158,442 159,803 161,733 163,514 166,159 
12 163,967 164,460 161,083 144,852 162,421 163,892 160,473 158,862 159,072 160,275 166,260 166,082 
13 162,421 165,320 161,009 143,143 162,358 164,005 159,258 160,386 159,072 158,294 166,789 165,805 
14 161,795 163,766 160,971 142,253 162,986 164,700 161,608 159,691 157,175 159,035 164,068 163,665 
15 162,120 162,308 160,909 141,044 162,935 158,666 162,421 160,971 155,964 162,283 163,728 163,577 

16 161,983 162,183 160,872 141,504 162,408 164,270 162,120 162,283 157,212 162,810 163,023 165,904 
17 162,534 161,858 160,847 141,987 163,677 166,439 162,709 161,858 161,520 163,136 161,470 165,219 
18 162,233 161,795 160,909 141,803 164,788 166,210 163,677 161,009 160,822 161,708 161,308 165,828 
19 162,333 162,008 160,872 141,711 164,308 164,599 163,703 160,747 160,275 160,312 163,929 165,016 
20 162,333 162,772 160,772 141,791 163,199 163,350 163,614 162,333 159,939 159,728 162,446 163,300 

21 162,421 161,870 160,797 141,550 164,561 163,300 166,745 161,483 159,184 161,470 162,810 162,008 
22 161,745 161,833 160,872 141,446 163,124 162,271 167,498 161,283 158,665 163,929 161,995 163,074 
23 162,421 161,108 159,778 142,726 162,571 162,120 166,400 159,877 160,635 163,224 160,237 167,179 
24 161,708 160,965 159,778 145,823 164,232 165,168 165,752 158,726 163,778 163,237 158,184 166,388 
25 162,747 161,083 160,722 149,053 163,463 166,770 166,260 157,716 163,363 161,658 161,483 166,464 

26 164,194 161,021 160,436 150,315 162,672 164,852 166,490 158,998 162,521 160,921 163,074 165,536 
27 164,245 161,683 160,411 151,907 161,870 163,237 165,612 162,534 160,486 157,802 163,993 164,877 
28 164,725 160,984 160,088 153,256 160,797 163,703 166,847 165,118 160,337 158,874 162,584 163,753 
29 168,100 161,383 159,927 154,831 --- 165,650 167,805 164,409 159,072 162,246 161,358 164,675 
30 167,038 161,196 159,914 155,903 --- 168,087 166,770 162,559 162,408 161,995 159,456 166,159 
31 166,987 --- 160,039 156,906 --- 167,792 --- 161,345 --- 161,183 159,060 --- 

Max 168,100 165,650 161,246 160,001 164,788 168,087 167,985 166,515 163,778 163,929 166,789 167,179 
Min 161,708 158,553 159,778 141,044 158,245 158,666 159,258 157,716 155,854 157,802 157,827 161,021 
Elevation, in feet, at end of month 
 2,575.73 2,571.14 2,570.20 2,567.67 2,570.82 2,576.36 2,575.56 2,571.26 2,572.11 2,571.13 2,569.42 2,575.08
Change in contents, in acre-feet 
 3,637 -5,791 -1,157 -3,133 3,891 6,995 -1,022 -5,425 1,065 -1,225 -2,123 7,099 

 

 Calendar Year 2006 Water Year 2007 

Change in contents, in acre-feet -5,738 2,809 
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