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11087020 San Gabriel River above Whittier Narrows Dam, CA
San Gabriel River Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 34°02′03″, long 118°02′14″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, Los Angeles County, CA, Hydrologic Unit 18070106, in 
La Puente Grant, at Peck Road, 0.8 mi downstream from San Jose Flood Channel, 1.2 mi upstream from axis of Whittier Narrows Dam, and 1.8 mi 
south of El Monte. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--442 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1955 to September 1957, October 1963 to current year. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WDR CA-86-1: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder and crest-stage gage. Elevation of gage is 220 ft above NGVD of 1929, from topographic map. 

COOPERATION.--Records of diversion to Rio Hondo provided by Los Angeles County Department of Public Works. 

REMARKS.--Records fair except for estimated daily discharges, which are poor. Flow regulated by several reservoirs, combined capacity, 123,000 acre-ft. 
Many diversions upstream from station for irrigation, power development, and ground-water replenishment. Colorado River water released to the 
San Gabriel River at site 14.9 mi upstream from gage, at Metropolitan Water District aqueduct crossing on San Dimas Creek for ground-water 
replenishment. Los Angeles County Department of Public Works diverted no water from San Gabriel River below Santa Fe Dam to Rio Hondo during 
the current year. See schematic diagram of San Gabriel and Los Angeles River Basins available from the California Water Science Center. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 46,600 ft³/s, Jan. 25, 1969, gage height, 10.90 ft, from rating curve extended above 
29,000 ft³/s; no flow for part of some years. 

 

http://pubs.water.usgs.gov/wdr2007
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=11087020


 Water-Data Report 2007 

 11087020 San Gabriel River above Whittier Narrows Dam, CA—Continued 

— 2 — 

DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2006 TO SEPTEMBER 2007 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 42 193 342 193 61 199 493 87 72 65 60 20 
2 71 170 343 221 54 202 487 89 72 69 61 15 
3 139 159 285 341 56 203 489 45 75 66 62 12 
4 164 164 273 292 70 203 489 40 77 62 59 16 
5 184 163 180 276 76 204 449 42 75 71 60 14 

6 180 123 151 351 70 173 339 46 78 68 64 17 
7 167 35 165 351 71 214 331 49 68 64 64 15 
8 161 37 58 351 68 214 330 43 70 64 65 23 
9 171 37 102 305 70 216 321 40 68 68 54 15 

10 170 33 569 307 62 220 379 36 65 67 62 20 

11 167 35 81 272 1,450 213 467 e38 61 65 62 16 
12 144 37 74 213 77 220 461 e40 56 65 61 15 
13 79 65 76 201 83 200 247 e45 56 66 65 15 
14 78 138 82 197 87 198 233 e42 59 66 65 15 
15 64 135 147 186 76 202 267 48 63 69 63 25 

16 90 135 109 78 74 209 219 40 59 72 64 18 
17 185 137 128 65 61 199 211 61 57 71 65 21 
18 176 142 83 66 66 194 205 65 57 69 62 16 
19 179 134 97 171 234 199 187 58 51 70 57 16 
20 178 143 197 182 94 192 1,310 62 50 64 65 21 

21 190 192 236 173 129 253 103 68 53 62 64 18 
22 186 263 347 50 297 286 82 72 63 66 62 558 
23 193 289 328 60 118 288 125 70 62 70 45 29 
24 187 281 324 64 80 299 81 75 65 63 35 26 
25 181 288 314 58 72 298 75 70 72 63 64 24 

26 188 287 298 43 97 306 78 66 56 63 65 39 
27 187 407 200 47 421 336 103 68 61 61 72 21 
28 188 288 126 49 76 344 104 68 70 56 67 21 
29 186 310 197 47 --- 344 97 78 69 56 28 27 
30 193 315 198 150 --- 340 95 74 64 61 7.8 21 
31 194 --- 197 142 --- 346 --- 59 --- 43 4.5 --- 

Total 4,862 5,135 6,307 5,502 4,250 7,514 8,857 1,784 1,924 2,005 1,754.3 1,129 
Mean 157 171 203 177 152 242 295 57.5 64.1 64.7 56.6 37.6 
Max 194 407 569 351 1,450 346 1,310 89 78 72 72 558 
Min 42 33 58 43 54 173 75 36 50 43 4.5 12 
Ac-ft 9,640 10,190 12,510 10,910 8,430 14,900 17,570 3,540 3,820 3,980 3,480 2,240 

 

 STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1956 - 2007, BY WATER YEAR (WY)                                  

  Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 95.5 152 172 451 619 369 126 109 69.5 58.3 57.2 69.2 
Max 405 782 552 5,133 4,497 3,796 590 1,001 254 230 208 205 
(WY) (2005) (1966) (2005) (2005) (1980) (1978) (1978) (1998) (1976) (1973) (1973) (1978) 
Min 0.00 0.00 9.84 19.0 0.00 0.00 0.47 0.14 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
(WY) (1956) (1978) (1977) (1968) (1956) (1956) (1956) (1957) (1956) (1956) (1956) (1957) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2006 Water Year 2007 Water Years 1956 - 2007 

Annual total  64,424    51,023.3    
Annual mean  177    140    193   
Highest annual mean    896 2005  
Lowest annual mean    24.4 1977  
Highest daily mean  2,700 Feb 28   1,450 Feb 11   29,600 Jan 11, 2005  
Lowest daily mean  22 Sep 20   4.5 Aug 31   0.00 Oct   1, 1955  
Annual seven-day minimum  25 Sep 20   13 Aug 30   0.00 Oct   1, 1955  
Maximum peak flow   9,730 Apr 20   46,600 Jan 25, 1969  
Maximum peak stage   6.95 Apr 20   10.90 Jan 25, 1969  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  127,800    101,200    140,100   
10 percent exceeds  283    306    221   
50 percent exceeds  138    75    68   
90 percent exceeds  35    37    3.3   
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