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10287760 Ellery Lake near Lee Vining, CA
Mono Lake Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 37°56′08″, long 119°13′50″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in SW ¼ NW ¼ sec.21, T.1 N., R.25 E., Mono County, CA, 
Hydrologic Unit 18090101, in Inyo National Forest, in valve house at base of Rhinedollar Dam, on Lee Vining Creek, and 6.3 mi west of town of Lee 
Vining. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--16.7 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1990 to current year. Unpublished records prior to October 1990 available in files of Southern California Edison Co. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is NGVD of 1929 (levels by Southern California Edison Co.). 

COOPERATION.--Records collected by Southern California Edison Co., under general supervision of the U.S. Geological Survey, in connection with Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission project no. 1388. 

REMARKS.--Reservoir is formed on natural lake by rock-fill dam completed in 1927. Usable capacity, 494 acre-ft (revised), between elevations 9,482.53 ft, 
invert of outlet, and 9,492.53 ft, crest of spillway. Radial gates are occasionally closed, which increases elevation to 9,496.53 ft and capacity to 
749 acre-ft. Lake receives water from Saddlebag and Tioga Lakes (stations 10287650 and 10287700) and releases it via Poole Powerplant Conduit 
(station 10287762) to Poole Powerplant. Figures given represent usable contents. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum contents, 677 acre-ft, Jan. 2, 1997, elevation, 9,495.43 ft; minimum, no storage Oct. 26 to Nov. 12, 2006. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum contents, 534 acre-ft, May 12, elevation, 9,493.19 ft; minimum, no storage Oct. 26 to Nov. 12. 

 

Capacity table (elevation, in feet, and contents, in acre-feet) 
(Based on survey by Southern California Edison Co., dated Aug. 18, 1981) 

Elevation Contents Elevation Contents 

9,485 96 9,493 522 
9,489 290 9,497 780 

 

http://pubs.water.usgs.gov/wdr2007
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=10287760
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RESERVOIR STORAGE, ACRE FEET 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2006 TO SEPTEMBER 2007 

DAILY OBSERVATION AT 2400 HOURS 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 446 0.00 455 426 394 392 464 512 442 440 279 447 
2 446 0.00 445 438 394 392 484 e510 440 443 289 445 
3 446 0.00 441 449 392 392 500 e500 451 446 294 442 
4 448 0.00 437 460 391 392 506 e505 456 452 297 437 
5 449 0.00 435 467 e391 393 509 e510 437 460 300 432 

6 402 0.00 436 478 e391 394 514 e515 416 466 303 428 
7 325 0.00 437 481 e392 395 515 e520 416 472 307 427 
8 244 0.00 440 477 392 e395 516 e525 428 475 311 425 
9 190 0.00 444 470 e392 e409 514 e529 446 480 315 425 

10 165 0.00 452 467 e392 e443 506 e531 476 478 318 428 

11 164 0.00 456 456 e391 e473 501 532 485 467 322 432 
12 161 0.00 460 446 e391 e493 491 534 481 476 323 436 
13 150 32 463 433 e391 e507 476 523 481 494 324 438 
14 148 52 465 418 e390 e508 461 493 484 505 327 440 
15 151 88 465 407 e390 e512 442 480 488 508 330 442 

16 151 158 467 396 e390 e514 424 485 486 509 335 444 
17 153 224 464 385 e389 e513 413 504 450 508 342 447 
18 154 288 459 372 389 e511 403 502 432 508 346 449 
19 155 348 455 370 390 e509 394 486 430 505 352 450 
20 151 407 451 378 393 e503 396 467 443 504 357 449 

21 131 463 451 384 392 e479 406 440 485 503 361 452 
22 103 508 446 392 394 e469 418 390 516 503 366 456 
23 102 511 441 399 392 e453 425 408 508 503 371 457 
24 e95 512 434 406 392 444 436 449 514 504 376 458 
25 87 509 427 406 399 443 445 490 514 493 381 457 

26 0.00 509 418 e403 400 446 454 504 502 471 385 452 
27 0.00 504 414 e400 393 442 480 474 468 436 392 448 
28 0.00 496 391 e396 392 440 521 453 443 391 400 456 
29 0.00 485 386 e393 --- 430 529 469 433 338 409 437 
30 0.00 468 401 e390 --- 435 520 479 434 282 430 433 
31 0.00 --- 414 385 --- 448 --- 464 --- 269 446 --- 

Max 449 512 467 481 400 514 529 534 516 509 446 458 
Min 0.00 0.00 386 370 389 392 394 390 416 269 279 425 
Elevation, in feet, at end of month 
 9,481.47 9,492.12 9,491.17 9,490.63 9,490.73 9,491.64 9,492.97 9,492.05 9,491.54 9,488.59 9,491.75 9,491.51
Change in contents, in acre-feet 
 -448 +468 -54 -29 +7 +56 +72 -56 -30 -165 +177 -13 

 

 Calendar Year 2006 Water Year 2007 

Max 634 534 
Min 0.00 0.00 

Change in contents, in acre-feet -19 -15 
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