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10259540 Whitewater River near Mecca, CA
Salton Sea Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 33°31′29″, long 116°04′36″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in NW ¼ NW ¼ sec.32, T.7 S., R.9 E., Riverside County, CA, 
Hydrologic Unit 18100200, on left bank, 1.6 mi upstream from mouth at Salton Sea, and 3.3 mi south of Mecca. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--1,495 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1960 to current year (since October 1992, low-flow records only). 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is 221 ft below NGVD of 1929 (levels by Coachella Valley Water District). Oct. 1, 1960, to Mar. 22, 1967, at 
site 1.3 mi downstream, and Mar. 23, 1967, to July 22, 1970, at site 0.7 mi downstream at different datums. 

REMARKS.--Records poor. Most flow represents seepage and return flow from irrigated areas. No discharge records computed above 200 ft³/s since 
October 1992. See schematic diagram of Salton Sea Basin available from the California Water Science Center. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum daily discharge, 2,500 ft³/s, estimated, Jan. 25, 1969; minimum daily, 37 ft³/s, Nov. 25-29, 1960. 

 

http://pubs.water.usgs.gov/wdr2007
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=10259540


 Water-Data Report 2007 

 10259540 Whitewater River near Mecca, CA—Continued 

— 2 — 

DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2006 TO SEPTEMBER 2007 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 55 68 49 70 66 62 69 60 e56 e57 66 62 
2 56 e67 47 72 65 60 69 60 e60 e61 65 62 
3 56 e65 48 76 66 61 69 62 e58 e55 67 60 
4 56 e64 48 80 67 59 69 63 e57 e56 68 57 
5 57 e63 49 81 63 58 68 67 e55 e54 70 59 

6 58 e63 49 81 61 58 62 64 e55 e55 70 58 
7 58 e63 49 80 e60 59 63 64 e55 e56 70 58 
8 59 e64 50 78 e60 58 63 69 e54 59 68 60 
9 60 e65 50 71 e58 58 69 68 e54 57 68 61 

10 58 e65 53 66 e58 58 65 70 e54 57 67 59 

11 57 e67 54 66 e59 56 66 66 e55 59 63 62 
12 60 e68 56 65 e60 55 65 66 e61 57 64 58 
13 62 e66 57 66 e60 56 63 65 e60 58 63 60 
14 56 e64 58 67 e60 53 61 59 e54 58 64 62 
15 57 e65 60 67 e59 55 71 56 e55 58 64 61 

16 58 e65 60 68 e58 54 73 57 e54 56 63 61 
17 55 e64 61 69 e58 56 74 52 e54 61 64 63 
18 54 e62 61 71 e59 57 71 54 e55 60 62 63 
19 55 e60 63 71 e60 56 69 57 e53 64 63 63 
20 56 e58 62 71 62 54 71 59 e53 68 67 64 

21 58 e56 64 74 62 54 73 56 e53 72 63 66 
22 56 e54 66 80 63 59 72 59 e53 71 62 68 
23 56 e53 66 78 62 64 64 59 e57 69 62 66 
24 55 e52 66 71 62 64 55 55 e54 64 61 66 
25 64 e50 67 67 62 65 55 56 e58 65 64 64 

26 65 e51 68 71 62 67 63 57 e58 70 62 62 
27 65 51 68 68 63 67 60 55 e56 68 66 67 
28 63 50 69 68 62 67 64 56 e54 66 65 72 
29 65 51 69 71 --- 66 60 57 e56 67 62 72 
30 67 49 71 69 --- 69 57 e56 e57 66 59 70 
31 67 --- 70 68 --- 69 --- e56 --- 68 58 --- 

Total 1,824 1,803 1,828 2,221 1,717 1,854 1,973 1,860 1,668 1,912 2,000 1,886 
Mean 58.8 60.1 59.0 71.6 61.3 59.8 65.8 60.0 55.6 61.7 64.5 62.9 
Max 67 68 71 81 67 69 74 70 61 72 70 72 
Min 54 49 47 65 58 53 55 52 53 54 58 57 
Ac-ft 3,620 3,580 3,630 4,410 3,410 3,680 3,910 3,690 3,310 3,790 3,970 3,740 

 

 STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1961 - 1992, BY WATER YEAR (WY)                                  

  Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 99.9 94.9 95.0 107 125 124 119 118 107 107 120 115 
Max 147 149 141 236 396 222 172 173 145 198 183 220 
(WY) (1976) (1966) (1983) (1969) (1980) (1978) (1976) (1976) (1975) (1979) (1983) (1976) 
Min 53.9 44.4 45.4 51.4 56.6 71.8 77.9 80.7 66.9 57.4 80.3 74.1 
(WY) (1961) (1961) (1961) (1961) (1961) (1961) (1961) (1992) (1987) (1987) (1992) (1992) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

[e, estimated] 

 Calendar Year 2006 Water Year 2007 Water Years 1961 - 1992 

Annual total  21,126    22,546    
Annual mean  57.9    61.8    111   
Highest annual mean    156 1976  
Lowest annual mean    68.4 1961  
Highest daily mean  105 Feb 28   e81 Jan   5   e2,500 Jan 25, 1969  
Lowest daily mean  47 Dec   2   47 Dec   2   37 Nov 25, 1960  
Annual seven-day minimum  48 Nov 30   48 Nov 30   37 Nov 24, 1960  
Maximum peak flow   e83 Jan   5   
Maximum peak stage   e4.98 Jan   5   
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  41,900    44,720    80,380   
10 percent exceeds  65    70    140   
50 percent exceeds  57    62    108   
90 percent exceeds  51    54    76   
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