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10257550 Whitewater River at Windy Point, near White Water, CA
Salton Sea Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 33°53′56″, long 116°37′13″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in SW ¼ NE ¼ sec.24, T.3 S., R.3 E., Riverside County, CA, 
Hydrologic Unit 18100200, on right bank, 200 ft north of Highway 111, 2.0 mi southeast of White Water, and 3.8 mi east of the junction of 
Highway 111 and Interstate 10. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--264 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1984 to September 1987, October 1989 to current year. Discharge measurements only, October 1987 to September 1989. 
Discharge measurements for the period July 1982 to September 1984 available in files of the U.S. Geological Survey. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WDR CA-88-1: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder and concrete control; auxiliary water-stage recorder on overflow channel since Jan. 23, 1992. Elevation of gage is 1,040 ft 
above NGVD of 1929, from topographic map. 

COOPERATION.--Records of Colorado River Aqueduct releases provided by Metropolitan Water District. 

REMARKS.--Records fair. Imported water is released to the Whitewater River from the Colorado River Aqueduct at a point 2.75 mi upstream for ground-
water recharge in the upper Coachella Valley. Water is diverted out of the basin 18.5 mi upstream to the San Gorgonio River Basin and to an area 
north of Banning for irrigation and domestic use. See schematic diagram of Salton Sea Basin available from the California Water Science Center. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, combined channels, 5,450 ft³/s, estimated, Jan. 11, 2005, gage height, 6.06 ft, main channel, 
from rating curve extended above 400 ft³/s, on basis of critical-depth computation (flow in overflow channel at peak); maximum probably exceeded 
during flood of Jan. 16, 1993, but discharge is unknown, maximum gage height, 8.32 ft, Jan. 10, 1995; no flow for many days in most years. 

 

http://pubs.water.usgs.gov/wdr2007
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=10257550
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2006 TO SEPTEMBER 2007 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 133 15 8.0 8.5 6.6 10 4.8 2.6 0.60 0.00 0.07 0.66
2 133 16 7.1 8.5 8.5 10 3.8 2.8 0.58 0.00 0.01 e22 
3 49 15 6.9 8.4 8.4 9.5 4.0 2.4 0.72 0.00 0.00 e13 
4 12 15 6.6 7.3 7.8 9.0 3.9 2.3 0.35 0.00 0.00 e11 
5 14 15 6.6 9.5 7.7 8.4 3.6 3.6 0.09 0.00 0.00 e8.0 

6 14 15 6.9 9.7 6.9 7.7 2.8 4.4 0.03 0.00 0.00 7.6 
7 15 14 6.1 9.1 6.7 7.0 2.3 3.6 1.4 0.00 0.00 8.1 
8 15 13 5.5 9.3 6.8 6.0 2.2 3.0 1.2 0.00 0.08 8.0 
9 13 12 5.1 8.7 6.9 6.2 2.5 2.2 0.80 0.00 0.07 6.4 

10 13 14 5.8 8.9 7.4 6.5 3.0 1.9 0.77 0.00 0.03 7.2 

11 15 14 7.5 7.5 5.8 6.3 2.5 2.9 0.48 0.00 0.00 7.4 
12 14 14 7.6 9.8 6.0 5.9 3.2 3.9 1.0 0.00 0.00 71 
13 13 14 7.0 8.5 6.8 4.9 5.9 3.9 0.62 0.00 0.01 121 
14 14 11 6.4 8.2 7.7 4.5 4.5 4.4 0.38 0.00 0.00 144 
15 13 15 6.4 8.1 8.0 6.3 18 1.8 0.10 0.00 0.00 149 

16 11 15 5.5 8.7 7.5 5.4 25 2.0 0.00 0.00 0.00 148 
17 14 14 8.3 9.1 7.3 4.2 26 2.3 0.00 0.00 0.00 147 
18 18 13 9.2 9.5 7.2 3.7 4.9 2.2 0.00 0.00 0.00 151 
19 19 14 8.8 9.5 8.3 3.5 8.3 2.3 0.00 0.00 0.00 143 
20 18 13 8.2 8.8 8.7 4.2 12 1.8 0.00 0.00 0.00 152 

21 18 13 8.5 8.9 8.6 4.4 33 0.94 0.00 40 0.00 157 
22 17 11 8.2 9.4 6.5 5.6 29 0.99 0.00 47 0.00 156 
23 16 7.7 8.6 9.0 7.5 5.3 12 1.8 0.00 1.5 0.02 152 
24 16 7.4 8.9 8.9 9.4 4.8 10 1.7 0.00 0.55 0.02 160 
25 15 6.9 8.5 8.7 7.5 4.3 3.5 1.5 0.00 0.35 0.00 161 

26 16 7.2 8.4 8.6 5.6 3.6 3.4 1.3 0.00 0.07 0.00 160 
27 17 6.7 7.8 8.2 6.2 4.6 3.6 0.99 0.00 0.05 0.00 159 
28 16 6.1 9.3 8.3 8.7 6.7 3.1 1.1 0.00 0.00 0.00 152 
29 14 8.7 9.0 7.9 --- 6.4 3.1 1.8 0.00 0.01 0.00 154 
30 14 8.9 8.2 7.2 --- 5.7 2.8 1.7 0.00 0.01 0.00 164 
31 14 --- 8.6 6.4 --- 5.5 --- 0.66 --- 0.00 0.00 --- 

Total 733 364.6 233.5 267.1 207.0 186.1 246.7 70.78 9.12 89.54 0.31 2,900.36
Mean 23.6 12.2 7.53 8.62 7.39 6.00 8.22 2.28 0.30 2.89 0.01 96.7 
Max 133 16 9.3 9.8 9.4 10 33 4.4 1.4 47 0.08 164 
Min 11 6.1 5.1 6.4 5.6 3.5 2.2 0.66 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.66
Ac-ft 1,450 723 463 530 411 369 489 140 18 178 0.6 5,750 
Discharge, in acre-feet, of imported water released to river 2.75 mi upstream 
 1,150 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 155 0.0 7,660 

 

 STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1985 - 2007, BY WATER YEAR (WY)                                  

  Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 114 132 93.3 84.4 91.8 112 124 111 127 78.9 92.7 113 
Max 596 499 477 598 595 464 379 390 516 417 378 463 
(WY) (1987) (1987) (1987) (1987) (1987) (2000) (2006) (1998) (1998) (1986) (1986) (1986) 
Min 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.35 0.33 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
(WY) (2004) (1992) (1990) (1992) (2001) (2001) (2002) (1987) (1987) (1989) (1987) (1991) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

[e, estimated] 

 Calendar Year 2006 Water Year 2007 Water Years 1985 - 2007 

Annual total  53,319.1    5,308.11    
Annual mean  146    14.5    110   
Highest annual mean    308 1986  
Lowest annual mean    1.09 2002  
Highest daily mean  499 Jun 13   164 Sep 30   2,600 Jan   7, 1993  
Lowest daily mean  2.6 Jan 25   0.00 Jun 16   0.00 Mar   4, 1985  
Annual seven-day minimum  4.8 Jul   7   0.00 Jun 16   0.00 Feb 16, 1986  
Maximum peak flow   170 Sep 13   e5,450 Jan 11, 2005  
Maximum peak stage   4.35 Sep 13   8.32 Jan 10, 1995  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  105,800    10,530    79,820   
10 percent exceeds  377    16    350   
50 percent exceeds  62    6.6    8.8   
90 percent exceeds  7.2    0.00    0.00   
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