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04040000 ONTONAGON RIVER NEAR ROCKLAND, MI
Southcentral Lake Superior Basin 

 Ontonagon Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 46°43′15″, long 89°12′25″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in NE ¼ sec.20, T.50 N., R.39 W., Ontonagon County, MI, 
Hydrologic Unit 04020102, on left bank 150 ft downstream from bridge on Victoria Road, 1.8 mi southwest of Rockland, and 2.4 mi downstream from 
confluence of Middle and West Branches. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--1,340 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--June 1942 to current year. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 1387:  1943, 1946-47.  WSP 1911:  Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder and crest-stage gage.  Datum of gage is 638.72 ft above sea level.  Prior to Nov. 23, 1943, nonrecording gage, and Nov. 23, 
1943, to Oct. 17, 1967, water-stage recorder at site 50 ft upstream at same datum. 

REMARKS.--Records fair. Flow regulated by Victoria powerplant on West Branch 5 mi upstream; Bond Falls Reservoir 34 mi upstream; Lake Gogebic 
(station 04035995); and Cisco Lake (station 04037400), in headwaters.  Gage-height telemeter at station. 

 

http://pubs.water.usgs.gov/wdr2007
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=04040000
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2006 TO SEPTEMBER 2007 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 450 498 748 e503 e479 e675 5,640 966 822 370 324 320 
2 444 529 677 e557 e497 e730 5,420 900 758 369 327 319 
3 455 514 571 e587 e479 e730 4,210 863 879 373 316 313 
4 462 487 545 e611 e460 e666 3,620 818 802 373 315 332 
5 451 497 485 e651 e451 e629 2,980 699 693 365 317 330 

6 450 510 514 e677 e442 e589 2,850 643 629 362 321 328 
7 443 584 e494 e710 e415 e559 2,520 604 585 358 326 320 
8 441 670 e559 e666 e415 e566 2,600 623 543 361 321 315 
9 449 894 e559 e593 e415 e596 2,460 613 488 359 295 314 

10 444 919 e475 e523 e424 e686 2,310 541 451 361 296 316 

11 476 720 e447 e483 e442 e857 2,130 568 431 357 296 320 
12 521 675 e447 e485 e442 e1,010 2,000 620 393 355 300 314 
13 573 643 e438 e461 e442 e1,160 2,070 587 338 364 294 312 
14 633 795 e458 e469 e442 e1,310 2,470 644 320 380 287 327 
15 618 828 e521 e469 e442 e1,430 4,510 778 312 394 299 e330 

16 579 792 e479 e502 e433 e1,480 6,100 726 303 370 312 e325 
17 706 833 e445 e485 e479 e1,470 6,010 680 342 358 300 e320 
18 1,050 797 e428 e453 e442 e1,480 4,740 646 652 361 307 341 
19 1,160 757 e424 e493 e451 e1,500 3,660 625 1,350 359 309 421 
20 911 656 e457 e453 e476 e1,500 3,000 607 910 356 310 390 

21 774 646 e466 e453 e538 e1,600 2,360 589 618 350 316 903 
22 625 657 e485 e469 e603 e2,300 2,020 623 584 346 320 e2,200 
23 648 640 e475 e467 e609 e3,900 2,620 793 542 345 321 e1,400 
24 595 624 e475 e479 e609 e6,000 e3,200 851 516 345 303 e1,000 
25 629 632 e494 e460 e601 8,920 2,650 2,230 478 343 291 e1,200 

26 594 635 e485 e479 e636 14,800 2,140 1,860 434 339 289 e1,000 
27 548 657 e494 e470 e654 10,600 1,530 1,350 426 347 292 e900 
28 561 700 e485 e470 e671 7,910 1,340 1,190 409 344 437 e750 
29 579 650 e475 e460 --- 7,260 1,080 1,040 397 336 381 e600 
30 590 715 e475 e479 --- 5,540 980 836 381 332 340 e650 
31 585 --- e470 e470 --- 4,500 --- 833 --- 328 326 --- 

Total 18,444 20,154 15,450 15,987 13,889 92,953 91,220 25,946 16,786 11,060 9,788 17,210 
Mean 595 672 498 516 496 2,998 3,041 837 560 357 316 574 
Max 1,160 919 748 710 671 14,800 6,100 2,230 1,350 394 437 2,200 
Min 441 487 424 453 415 559 980 541 303 328 287 312 

 

 STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1942 - 2007, BY WATER YEAR (WY)                                  

  Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 1,111 1,200 911 814 842 1,575 4,089 2,028 1,397 958 769 828 
Max 3,767 3,232 1,683 1,473 1,525 4,355 7,707 5,257 3,309 2,879 2,563 2,679 
(WY) (1986) (1989) (1983) (1969) (1984) (1973) (2002) (1996) (1951) (1952) (1942) (1942) 
Min 333 400 410 396 413 667 922 404 431 314 316 312 
(WY) (1949) (1949) (1949) (1949) (2002) (1956) (1987) (1977) (1988) (1988) (2007) (1976) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2006 Water Year 2007 Water Years 1942 - 2007 

Annual total  394,444    348,887    
Annual mean  1,081    956    1,369   
Highest annual mean    1,967 1996  
Lowest annual mean    774 1948  
Highest daily mean  11,900 Apr   1   14,800 Mar 26   31,200 Aug 22, 1942  
Lowest daily mean  376 Aug 17   287 Aug 14   170 Aug 13, 1991 a 
Annual seven-day minimum  397 Jul 19   295 Aug   9   246 Jul 25, 1963  
Maximum peak flow   16,600 Mar 26   b42,000 Aug 22, 1942  
Maximum peak stage   16.35 Mar 26   c28.60 Aug 22, 1942  
10 percent exceeds  2,000    2,040    2,690   
50 percent exceeds  629    523    860   
90 percent exceeds  419    321    484   
a Also occurred Aug. 14, 1991. 
b From rating curve extended above 14,000 ft³/s on basis of slope-area measurement of peak flow. 
c From floodmark. 
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