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12365000 STILLWATER RIVER NEAR WHITEFISH, MT
Pend Oreille Basin 

 Stillwater Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 48°19′08″, long 114°23′11″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in NE ¼ SW ¼ sec.34, T.30 N., R.22 W., Flathead County, MT, 
Hydrologic Unit 17010210, on right bank 600 ft downstream from road bridge, 6.2 mi southwest of Whitefish, 14.8 mi upstream from Whitefish River, 
and at river mile 16.2. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--556 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October and November 1930 [monthly discharge only, published in Water Supply Paper (WSP) 1316], December 1930 to September 
1950, October 1972 to September 1985, April 1986 to September 1999 (seasonal records only), October 1999 to September 30, 2006, discontinued. 

REVISED RECORDS.-- WSP 1736: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Elevation of gage is 2,953.26 ft, referenced to the National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929. 

REMARKS.--Records are good except those for estimated daily discharges, which are poor. Diversions for irrigation of about 200 acres upstream occur 
from station. U.S. Geological Survey satellite telemeter is located at the station.  Several unpublished observations of water temperature and specific 
conductance were made during the year. 

 

http://pubs.water.usgs.gov/wdr2006
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=12365000
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2005 TO SEPTEMBER 2006 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 115 126 e101 203 e215 e203 330 1,430 973 661 211 121 
2 129 139 e101 e202 e210 e204 375 1,520 920 651 209 124 
3 143 163 e102 e201 e205 e206 420 1,600 876 627 202 121 
4 141 172 e103 e191 e200 e208 457 1,610 849 590 196 119 
5 140 174 e101 e188 e199 e208 508 1,550 851 563 192 115 

6 139 174 e103 e183 e191 e205 569 1,450 862 541 188 113 
7 138 173 e103 e190 e184 e205 749 1,330 877 555 187 111 
8 142 169 e115 e201 e177 e198 964 1,250 890 539 182 110 
9 149 162 e112 e205 e178 e198 1,130 1,210 887 503 181 108 

10 146 156 e112 e203 e170 e194 1,270 1,180 894 476 179 106 

11 140 151 e115 e218 e160 e190 1,370 1,140 910 453 180 104 
12 136 147 e119 e230 e155 e183 1,430 1,090 895 429 183 101 
13 132 145 e129 e230 e155 e179 1,440 1,050 861 411 182 100 
14 128 144 e130 e239 e155 e178 1,400 1,020 838 394 177 100 
15 125 142 e125 e241 e152 e179 1,360 996 901 376 173 105 

16 123 134 e129 e244 e137 e178 1,350 986 992 361 171 107 
17 120 137 e120 e244 e106 e174 1,360 1,000 1,200 346 175 108 
18 118 136 e109 e249 e138 e173 1,360 1,060 1,540 330 170 111 
19 114 132 e105 e251 e152 e174 1,310 1,130 1,820 314 165 112 
20 111 125 e116 e241 e153 e174 1,230 1,220 1,830 304 161 120 

21 114 126 e130 e237 e152 e170 1,150 1,310 1,690 295 159 134 
22 115 124 144 e232 e154 154 1,120 1,370 1,490 286 156 137 
23 115 121 148 e230 e156 157 1,160 1,370 1,310 279 152 138 
24 115 118 156 e229 e156 173 1,220 1,340 1,150 274 148 134 
25 116 115 162 e226 e156 183 1,280 1,300 1,030 263 143 132 

26 117 113 167 e224 e158 209 1,300 1,270 935 254 140 129 
27 118 116 171 e221 e165 238 1,300 1,230 860 247 136 126 
28 119 115 177 e217 e186 251 1,300 1,180 798 239 135 122 
29 121 110 184 e215 --- 263 1,300 1,130 743 230 132 119 
30 121 e104 191 e218 --- 279 1,350 1,090 694 221 129 116 
31 121 --- 196 e214 --- 299 --- 1,030 --- 213 123 --- 

Total 3,921 4,163 4,076 6,817 4,675 6,187 32,862 38,442 31,366 12,225 5,217 3,503 
Mean 126 139 131 220 167 200 1,095 1,240 1,046 394 168 117 
Max 149 174 196 251 215 299 1,440 1,610 1,830 661 211 138 
Min 111 104 101 183 106 154 330 986 694 213 123 100 
Ac-ft 7,780 8,260 8,080 13,520 9,270 12,270 65,180 76,250 62,210 24,250 10,350 6,950 
Cfsm 0.23 0.25 0.24 0.40 0.30 0.36 1.97 2.23 1.88 0.71 0.30 0.21
In. 0.26 0.28 0.27 0.46 0.31 0.41 2.20 2.57 2.10 0.82 0.35 0.23
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 STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1931 - 2006, BY WATER YEAR (WY)*                              

  Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 113 126 120 116 117 161 660 1,155 857 372 174 125 
Max 271 300 582 495 588 548 1,857 3,125 1,916 952 505 315 
(WY) (1948) (1990) (1996) (1934) (1996) (1996) (1996) (1997) (1974) (1993) (1993) (1993) 
Min 46.5 53.9 50.7 59.2 60.1 76.7 138 265 235 94.5 55.5 43.1 
(WY) (2002) (1945) (1945) (1940) (1993) (1977) (1945) (1944) (1977) (1977) (1941) (2001) 
* During periods of operation: October and November 1930 (monthly discharge only, published in WSP 1316), December 1930 to 

September 1950, October 1972 to September 1985, April 1986 to September 1999 (seasonal records only), October 1999 to September 
30, 2006, discontinued. 

 
 

SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2005 Water Year 2006 Water Years 1931 – 2006* 

Annual total  98,627    153,454    
Annual mean  270    420    337   
Highest annual mean    747 1996  
Lowest annual mean    124 1944  
Highest daily mean  1,090 Jun 11   1,830 Jun 20   4,560 May 18, 1997  
Lowest daily mean  90 Sep   9   100 Sep 13   17 Aug 17, 1992  
Annual seven-day minimum  95 Sep   4   102 Dec   1   37 Sep   6, 1988  
Maximum peak flow   1,860 Jun 19   b4,570 May 18, 1997  
Maximum peak stage   12.21 Jun 19   c20.90 May 26, 1948  
Instantaneous low flow   a99 Sep 13   d2.9 Aug 18, 1992  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  195,600    304,400    244,100   
Annual runoff (cfsm)  0.486    0.756    0.606   
Annual runoff (inches)  6.60    10.27    8.23   
10 percent exceeds  606    1,240    935   
50 percent exceeds  170    188    142   
90 percent exceeds  115    115    70   

* During periods of operation: October and November 1930 (monthly discharge only, published in WSP 1316), December 1930 to 
September 1950, October 1972 to September 1985, April 1986 to September 1999 (seasonal records only), October 1999 to September 
30, 2006, discontinued. 

a Gage height, 1.43 ft. 
b Gage height, 20.20 ft. 
c From floodmark. 
d Result of upstream mudslide. 
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