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11152500 Salinas River near Spreckels, CA
Salinas River Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 36°37′52″, long 121°40′17″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, Monterey County, Hydrologic Unit 18060005, in Nacional 
Grant, on right bank, on downstream side of bridge on Salinas-Monterey Highway (68), 0.8 mi upstream from El Toro Creek, 1.6 mi northwest of 
Spreckels, and 2 mi south of Salinas. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--4,156 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--January 1900 to August 1901, October 1929 to current year. Records for water year 1930 incomplete; yearly estimate published in 
WSP 1315-B. Published as "near Salinas" 1900-1901. 
CHEMICAL DATA: Water years 1952-54, 1958-70, 1972-79. Published incorrectly as station 11152300 "near Chualar" in 1967. 
BIOLOGICAL DATA: Water years 1975-77. 
SPECIFIC CONDUCTANCE: Water years 1975-77, daily. 
WATER TEMPERATURE: Water years 1967-79, daily. Published incorrectly as station 11152300 "near Chualar" in 1967-69. 
SEDIMENT DATA: Water years 1950-51; 1967-79, daily; 1986, monthly; August 1990. Published incorrectly as station 11152300 "near Chualar" in 

1967-69. 
TURBIDITY: Water year 1973. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 1565: 1930, 1935, 1945. WSP 1715: 1959. WSP 1929: Drainage area. WDR CA-85-2: 1983. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder and crest-stage gage. Datum of gage is 20.56 ft above NGVD of 1929. 1900-1901, May 10 to July 29, 1940, nonrecording 
gages at site 0.3 mi downstream at different datum. July 29, 1940, to May 22, 1969, water-stage recorder at site 0.3 mi downstream at datum 0.69 ft 
lower. May 23, 1969, to Jan. 13, 1970, nonrecording gage at same site and datum. Mar. 17, 1941, to June 30, 1961, supplementary nonrecording 
gages. 

REMARKS.--Records fair. Flow regulated by Santa Margarita Lake (formerly Salinas Reservoir) beginning in 1941, usable capacity, 23,000 acre-ft; Lake 
Nacimiento (formerly Nacimiento Reservoir) beginning in February 1957, usable capacity, 340,000 acre-ft; and by Lake San Antonio beginning in 
December 1965, usable capacity, 330,000 acre-ft. Large withdrawals from ground water and small surface-water diversions for municipal use and for 
irrigation upstream from station. See schematic diagram of Salinas River Basin. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 95,000 ft³/s, Mar. 12, 1995, gage height, 30.29 ft, from rating extended above 30,000 ft³/s, 
peak includes estimate of 9,800 ft³/s bypassing gage; no flow at times in 1929-40, many days each year since 1990. 

 

http://pubs.water.usgs.gov/wdr2006
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=11152500
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2005 TO SEPTEMBER 2006 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 0.00 0.00 66 507 212 2,820 1,480 764 215 0.55 25 1.6 
2 0.00 0.00 71 1,420 202 1,210 1,660 727 203 0.45 42 1.4 
3 0.00 0.00 53 3,170 190 859 1,460 693 187 0.34 48 0.92 
4 0.00 0.00 42 2,240 180 737 4,010 658 175 0.26 48 0.52 
5 0.00 0.00 37 2,090 167 608 5,350 620 163 0.19 43 0.28 

6 0.00 0.00 32 2,000 151 520 6,990 632 160 0.14 35 0.21 
7 0.00 0.00 26 1,350 138 824 9,050 680 155 0.13 30 0.19 
8 0.00 0.00 24 1,020 124 755 11,300 679 145 0.13 31 0.16 
9 0.00 0.00 23 829 117 632 10,200 658 139 0.13 32 0.13 

10 0.00 0.00 21 709 109 633 8,270 604 129 0.12 27 0.13 

11 0.00 0.00 20 624 100 613 7,580 525 120 1.5 14 0.12 
12 0.00 0.00 19 563 91 605 6,910 483 110 5.8 4.9 0.11 
13 0.00 0.00 17 513 83 530 5,270 448 102 3.7 1.9 0.11 
14 0.00 0.00 17 475 80 508 4,980 416 91 4.1 0.68 0.10 
15 0.00 0.00 17 462 74 562 3,900 388 80 4.0 0.41 0.08 

16 0.00 0.00 13 504 69 608 3,110 366 69 4.5 0.30 0.07 
17 0.00 0.00 11 472 67 569 2,660 346 57 4.8 0.25 0.06 
18 0.00 0.00 22 448 63 629 2,350 329 45 5.0 0.23 0.05 
19 0.00 0.00 21 438 58 648 2,070 309 39 6.3 0.22 0.04 
20 0.00 0.00 266 446 53 597 1,830 290 35 4.1 0.20 0.03 

21 0.00 70 127 426 51 604 1,640 282 29 2.7 0.19 0.03 
22 0.00 88 59 414 49 576 1,470 291 23 1.5 0.18 0.03 
23 0.00 78 41 402 46 513 1,330 349 18 0.69 0.16 0.01 
24 0.00 70 32 394 43 470 1,220 317 12 0.37 0.16 0.01 
25 0.00 67 26 384 57 458 1,120 298 7.0 0.27 0.15 0.00 

26 0.00 63 27 355 89 520 1,040 287 4.4 0.23 0.14 0.00 
27 0.00 60 18 311 131 563 974 274 2.9 0.21 0.13 0.00 
28 0.00 60 21 282 544 504 906 256 2.0 0.21 0.13 0.00 
29 0.00 66 18 260 --- 697 850 243 1.0 0.21 0.13 0.00 
30 0.00 61 9.3 239 --- 993 804 235 0.73 0.20 0.14 0.00 
31 0.00 --- 13 226 --- 1,390 --- 226 --- 4.1 0.61 --- 

Total 0.00 683.00 1,209.3 23,973 3,338 22,755 111,784 13,673 2,519.03 56.93 386.21 6.39 
Mean 0.00 22.8 39.0 773 119 734 3,726 441 84.0 1.84 12.5 0.21 
Max 0.00 88 266 3,170 544 2,820 11,300 764 215 6.3 48 1.6 
Min 0.00 0.00 9.3 226 43 458 804 226 0.73 0.12 0.13 0.00 
Ac-ft 0.00 1,350 2,400 47,550 6,620 45,130 221,700 27,120 5,000 113 766 13 

 

STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1930 - 1940, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

  Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 3.24 5.04 378 491 3,003 1,656 520 75.7 7.80 1.53 .81 1.82 
Max 12.0 12.0 3,215 1,742 11,940 9,543 2,019 340 49.3 9.00 5.00 6.10 
(WY) (1939) (1939) (1932) (1940) (1938) (1938) (1935) (1938) (1938) (1938) (1938) (1932) 
Min .000 .000 .000 6.33 9.23 3.86 .70 .10 .10 .000 .000 .000
(WY) (1940) (1940) (1940) (1931) (1931) (1931) (1931) (1931) (1931) (1931) (1931) (1931) 

 



 Water-Data Report 2006 

 11152500 Salinas River near Spreckels, CA—Continued 

— 3 — 

SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Water Years 1930 - 1940 

Annual mean  497   
Highest annual mean  1,931 1938  
Lowest annual mean  2.66 1931  
Highest daily mean  69,900 Feb 12, 1938  
Lowest daily mean  .00 Jul   1, 1931  
Annual seven-day minimum  .00 Jul   1, 1931  
Maximum peak flow  75,000 Feb 12, 1938  
Maximum peak stage  25.00 Feb 12, 1938  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  360,400   
10 percent exceeds  727   
50 percent exceeds  4.7   
90 percent exceeds  .00   

 

 STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1942 - 2006, BY WATER YEAR (WY)                                  

  Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 23.1 32.5 206 906 1,491 1,228 524 127 33.1 20.1 19.2 27.5 
Max 402 389 2,511 6,993 16,260 12,640 6,714 2,839 767 403 354 394 
(WY) (1970) (1983) (1983) (1997) (1998) (1983) (1958) (1983) (1983) (1983) (1983) (1983) 
Min 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
(WY) (1991) (1991) (1991) (1991) (1990) (1990) (1990) (1990) (1990) (1990) (1990) (1990) 

 

SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2005 Water Year 2006 Water Years 1942 - 2006 

Annual total  252,514.36    180,383.86    
Annual mean  692    494    381   
Highest annual mean    2,997 1983  
Lowest annual mean    0.81 1990  
Highest daily mean  8,210 Feb 23   11,300 Apr   8   64,800 Feb 26, 1969  
Lowest daily mean  0.00 Sep 12   0.00 Oct   1   0.00 Jan 31, 1990  
Annual seven-day minimum  0.00 Sep 12   0.00 Oct   1   0.00 Jan 31, 1990  
Maximum peak flow   11,800 Apr   8   95,000 Mar 12, 1995  
Maximum peak stage   17.20 Apr   8   30.29 Mar 12, 1995  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  500,900    357,800    275,800   
10 percent exceeds  2,370    1,000    610   
50 percent exceeds  38    48    3.3   
90 percent exceeds  0.00    0.00    0.00   
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