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LOCATION.--Lat 34°34′57″, long 119°58′47″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, Santa Barbara County, Hydrologic Unit 18060010, in Lomas de 
la Purification Grant, at Bradbury Dam on Santa Ynez River, on upstream face near left end of dam, and 6.1 mi east of Santa Ynez. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--417 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--November 1952 to current year. Prior to October 1985, only monthend elevations, contents, and total diversions published.  
November 1952 to October 1960, published as "Cachuma Reservoir near Santa Ynez." 
CHEMICAL DATA: Water Year 1998. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is NGVD of 1929 (U.S. Bureau of Reclamation benchmark). Prior to Oct. 1, 1965, nonrecording gage. 

COOPERATION.--Reservoir elevation, contents, and diversion figures provided by U.S. Bureau of Reclamation. Contents not rounded to U.S. Geological 
Survey standards. 

REMARKS.--Reservoir is formed by earthfill dam. Storage began November 1952. Dead storage below outlet gage to river, elevation, 600 ft, 97 acre-ft, 
included in contents. Capacity below sill of inlet to Tecolote Tunnel, elevation, 660 ft, 26,109 acre-ft; below spillway level, elevation, 720 ft,  
112,215 acre-ft; and below top of four radial gates, elevation, 750 ft, 188,030 acre-ft. Water is released from outlet to Santa Ynez River to satisfy 
downstream water rights. Water diverted to Tecolote Tunnel for use by City of Santa Barbara, Goleta Water District, Carpinteria Valley Water District, 
and Montecito Water District. Records, including extremes, represent total contents at 0800 hours. See schematic diagram of Santa Ynez River Basin. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum contents, 221,100 acre-ft, Feb. 24, 1969, elevation, 755.11 ft; minimum since initial filling in April 1958, 
27,681 acre-ft, Feb. 27, 1991, elevation, 661.06 ft. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--(at 0800) Maximum contents, 197,775 acre-ft, May 22, elevation, 753.15 ft; minimum, 172,830 acre-ft, Dec. 30, 31, 
elevation, 744.82 ft. 

 

Capacity table (elevation, in feet, and contents, in acre-feet) 
(Based on surveys by U.S. Bureau of Reclamation) 

Elevation Contents Elevation Contents Elevation Contents 

680 46,647 710 92,452 740 159,637 
690 59,806 720 112,215 750 188,030 
700 75,020 730 134,559 760 220,052 

 

 

http://pubs.water.usgs.gov/wdr2006
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=11125500
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RESERVOIR STORAGE, ACRE FEET 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2005 TO SEPTEMBER 2006 

DAILY OBSERVATION AT 0800 HOURS 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 179,850 176,509 174,592 172,943 179,880 182,800 192,913 197,208 197,302 194,711 189,712 184,590 
2 179,674 176,364 174,649 174,620 179,850 183,248 193,345 197,208 197,177 194,523 189,498 184,411 
3 179,556 176,248 174,592 178,014 179,762 183,665 193,902 197,208 197,052 194,399 189,345 184,262 
4 179,380 176,133 174,506 178,970 179,733 184,112 195,772 197,240 197,021 194,242 189,192 184,083 
5 179,233 175,990 174,421 179,409 179,674 184,440 193,531 197,240 196,959 194,087 189,009 183,963 

6 179,115 175,905 174,306 179,556 179,644 184,739 187,818 197,271 196,896 193,933 188,825 183,814 
7 178,941 175,819 174,249 179,644 179,586 185,067 188,581 197,302 196,834 193,778 188,672 183,665 
8 178,796 175,790 174,164 179,733 179,556 185,430 188,122 197,334 196,771 193,624 188,550 183,486 
9 178,623 175,876 174,078 179,762 179,468 185,672 188,061 197,334 196,740 193,469 188,366 183,337 

10 178,507 175,990 174,021 179,821 179,380 185,914 185,733 197,302 196,709 193,284 188,183 183,188 

11 178,391 175,962 173,964 179,821 179,292 186,186 185,793 197,240 196,646 193,098 188,030 183,069 
12 178,217 175,905 173,850 179,850 179,204 186,398 186,821 197,208 196,615 192,944 187,818 182,920 
13 178,101 175,848 173,793 179,909 179,145 186,639 187,697 197,208 196,553 192,789 187,637 182,771 
14 177,957 175,819 173,736 179,909 179,115 186,791 188,642 197,240 196,459 192,635 187,486 182,621 
15 177,812 175,790 173,650 179,909 179,028 186,942 189,774 197,334 196,397 192,480 187,335 182,472 

16 177,638 175,762 173,564 179,997 178,970 187,123 190,905 197,397 196,303 192,356 187,184 182,323 
17 177,551 175,705 173,536 180,026 178,941 187,244 191,676 197,460 196,178 192,202 187,032 182,174 
18 177,551 175,619 173,507 180,085 178,970 187,456 192,449 197,460 196,084 192,109 186,851 182,025 
19 177,464 175,505 173,422 180,026 178,999 187,667 193,098 197,460 195,991 191,924 186,670 181,878 
20 177,377 175,448 173,365 180,085 178,970 187,818 193,747 197,491 195,866 191,800 186,519 181,731 

21 177,319 175,362 173,224 180,115 178,941 187,970 194,367 197,554 195,772 191,645 186,337 181,584 
22 177,233 175,277 173,196 180,115 178,883 188,122 194,929 197,775 195,710 191,491 186,156 181,408 
23 177,175 175,134 173,167 180,115 178,912 188,275 195,522 197,586 195,585 191,336 186,005 181,261 
24 177,117 175,020 173,111 180,115 178,883 188,366 196,053 197,428 195,460 191,182 185,793 181,143 
25 177,030 174,991 173,083 180,115 178,825 188,489 196,459 197,397 195,398 190,997 185,612 180,967 

26 176,972 174,877 173,027 180,144 178,796 188,611 196,959 197,365 195,273 190,814 185,430 180,791 
27 176,885 174,820 172,971 180,085 178,796 188,734 197,052 197,334 195,210 190,600 185,309 180,644 
28 176,827 174,706 172,915 180,056 180,438 189,101 197,083 197,334 195,117 190,416 185,188 180,497 
29 176,769 174,620 172,858 180,026 --- 190,600 197,146 197,365 194,992 190,232 185,067 180,350 
30 176,653 174,620 172,830 179,997 --- 192,016 197,177 197,428 194,804 190,080 184,947 180,203 
31 176,595 --- 172,830 179,909 --- 192,511 --- 197,397 --- 189,896 184,768 --- 

Max 179,850 176,509 174,649 180,144 180,438 192,511 197,177 197,775 197,302 194,711 189,712 184,590 
Min 176,595 174,620 172,830 172,943 178,796 182,800 185,733 197,208 194,804 189,896 184,768 180,203 
Elevation, in feet, at end of month 
 746.14 745.45 744.82 747.28 747.46 751.46 752.96 753.03 752.20 750.61 748.92 747.38
Change in contents, in acre-feet 
 -3,402 -1,975 -1,790 7,079 529 12,073 4,666 220 -2,593 -4,908 -5,128 -4,565 
Diversion, in acre-feet, to Tecolote Tunnel 
 1,889 1,532 1,713 1,314 1,929 1,239 1,402 1,560 2,528 3,179 2,917 2,933 

 

 Calendar Year 2005 Water Year 2006 

Max 197,649 197,775 
Min 93,849 172,830 
Change in contents, in acre-feet 91,781 206 

 


