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09518000 GILA RIVER ABOVE DIVERSIONS, AT GILLESPIE DAM, AZ
Lower Gila-Agua Fria Basin 

 Lower Gila-Painted Rock Reservoir Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 33°13′45″, long 112°46′00″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, Maricopa County, AZ, Hydrologic Unit 15070101, at Gillespie 
Dam, 8 mi downstream from Hassayampa River.  Gila Bend Canal diverts from left end, and Enterprise Canal diverts from right end, of Gillespie Dam. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--49650.00 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--June 1935 to Nov. 1939 (monthly discharge only published in WSP 1313), Dec. 1939 to Sept. 1971 (published with records for sta 
09519500, Gila River below Gillespie Dam), 1972 and 1973 (water year estimates only, listed in REMARKS for sta 09519500), Oct. 1973 to current 
year.  Low-flow records prior to Oct. 1970 are not equivalent as leakage less than 5 ft³/s is not included.09518500.  Gila Bend Canal:  May 1935 to 
Sept. 1971, Oct. 1973 to current year (since Oct. 1941, monthly discharge only).  Published as "Gillespie Canal" prior to 1951.  09519000.  Enterprise 
Canal:  June 1935 to Sept. 1939 (discharge measurements and monthly estimates only), Oct. 1939 to Sept. 1971, Apr. 1974 to current year (since Oct. 
1941, monthly discharge only). 

GAGE.--Gila Bend Canal:  Water-stage recorder 200 ft downstream from headgates.    Enterprise Canal:  Water-stage recorder 600 ft downstream from 
intake at dam. 

REMARKS.--Records fair, except estimated daily discharges, which are poor.  Record is obtained by combining, on a daily basis, the flows of Gila Bend 
Canal, Enterprise Canal, and Gila River below Gillespie Dam. Many large diversions above station for irrigation, municipal, andindustrial use.  Flow of 
Gila River and tributaries above this station isregulated:  by San Carlos Reservoiron Gila River - capacity, 1,073,600 acre-ft; by a series of reservoirs 
onSalt River - capacity, 1,755,000 acre-ft; by Bartlett and HorseshoeReservoirs on Verde River - capacity, 317,700 acre-ft; and by Waddell Dam(1992) 
on Agua Fria River - capacity, 816,000 acre-ft. 

AVERAGE DISCHARGE FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--71 years, 493 ft³/s, 357,200 acre-ft/yr; median ofyearly mean discharges, 135 ft³/s, 97,100 acre-ft/yr. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum daily discharge, 130,000 ft³/s, estimated, Jan. 9, 1993; no flow except for possible leakage of less than 5 
ft³/s Nov. 24-27, 1966, July 14, 1967. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum daily discharge, 435 ft³/s, Aug. 11;Minimum daily discharge, 28 ft³/s, June 27. 

 

http://pubs.water.usgs.gov/wdr2006
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=09518000
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2005 TO SEPTEMBER 2006 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 85 116 118 e140 e143 145 146 143 89 74 81 70 
2 99 96 159 e142 e142 144 168 141 81 89 47 58 
3 e111 93 135 e124 e101 176 169 145 79 77 45 98 
4 97 105 128 e128 e83 162 155 109 28 65 61 58 
5 e107 106 139 e129 e133 170 165 94 55 66 85 70 

6 e128 99 117 e120 e142 161 191 95 55 81 69 80 
7 e123 58 118 e87 e112 149 165 108 55 75 84 62 
8 e122 80 116 e125 e85 159 137 107 63 62 79 54 
9 e67 58 124 e147 e91 140 170 98 82 66 88 82 

10 e75 85 201 e123 e118 162 167 97 54 84 81 109 

11 e96 70 364 e88 e122 203 150 68 47 76 435 117 
12 105 54 305 e127 e116 260 149 62 47 83 295 153 
13 99 79 214 e130 e126 197 144 71 82 86 145 120 
14 79 97 125 e129 e186 213 168 98 58 53 73 78 
15 86 112 e166 e126 e177 165 155 101 81 69 102 81 

16 92 114 e144 e130 e169 155 150 102 65 72 107 99 
17 99 133 e151 e140 e135 162 147 106 79 77 105 98 
18 110 117 e171 e158 110 178 141 108 77 63 76 95 
19 136 110 e176 e170 103 207 149 110 68 62 93 97 
20 255 142 e155 e165 115 203 150 113 70 72 98 86 

21 239 101 e149 e161 118 185 149 120 62 62 102 72 
22 185 81 e143 e212 122 179 136 119 74 80 100 94 
23 219 84 e169 e187 108 177 133 100 93 66 91 91 
24 169 94 e175 e180 136 199 120 82 69 51 64 69 
25 136 97 e177 e142 163 198 110 99 53 57 63 55 

26 119 96 e156 e105 188 235 96 98 63 71 74 63 
27 105 96 e136 e134 177 211 111 97 28 73 91 60 
28 102 104 e139 e143 123 208 152 94 46 66 78 52 
29 121 130 e126 e151 --- 217 157 84 78 67 74 52 
30 121 158 e105 e187 --- 171 152 100 79 90 72 55 
31 119 --- e126 e152 --- 159 --- 103 --- 109 76 --- 

Total 3,806 2,965 4,927 4,382 3,644 5,650 4,452 3,172 1,960 2,244 3,134 2,428 
Mean 123 98.8 159 141 130 182 148 102 65.3 72.4 101 80.9 
Max 255 158 364 212 188 260 191 145 93 109 435 153 
Min 67 54 105 87 83 140 96 62 28 51 45 52 
Ac-ft 7,550 5,880 9,770 8,690 7,230 11,210 8,830 6,290 3,890 4,450 6,220 4,820 
* 4220 4520 3410 6590 5390 7580 6870 5200 3040 3130 3420 3390 
** 816 774 819 736 744 906 855 868 802 811 853 795 

 

 Calendar Year 2005 Water Year 2006 

Total 354,236 42,764 
Mean 971 117 
Max 16,700 435 
Min 20 28 
Ac-ft 702,600 84,820 
* 43700 56960 
** 11570 9850 
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(*)   Diversions, in acre-feet, to Gila Bend Canal (09518500) 

(**)  Diversions, in acre-feet, to Enterprise Canal (09519000) 
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