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Water-Data Report CA-2005

11480390 MAD RIVER ABOVE RUTH RESERVOIR, NEAR FOREST GLEN, CA
Mad River Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 40°17′04″, long 123°20′03″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in NW ¼ NE ¼ sec.24, T.2 S., R.7 E., Trinity County, Hydrologic 
Unit 18010102, in Six Rivers National Forest, on left bank, downstream side of Zenia Road Bridge, 500 ft downstream from unnamed creek, 0.4 mi 
downstream from Tompkins Creek, and 6.1 mi southwest of Forest Glen. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--93.8 mi². 

WATER-DISCHARGE RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--June 1980 to current year. Discharge measurements only September to December 1971, July 1972, June to September 1977. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WDR CA-80-2: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder and crest-stage gage. Elevation of gage is 2,700 ft above NGVD of 1929, from topographic map. June 28 to Sept. 30, 1990, 
nonrecording gage 400 ft upstream at different datum. 

REMARKS.--Records good. No regulation or diversion upstream from station. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 15,000 ft³/s, Feb. 17, 1986, gage height, 11.39 ft in gage, 12.94 ft from crest-stage gage, from 
rating curve extended above 5,000 ft³/s, maximum gage height, 13.10 ft, Jan. 20, 1993; no flow at times each year. 

PEAK DISCHARGES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Peak discharges greater than base discharge of 3,000 ft³/s and (or) maximum (*): 

Date Time 
Discharge 

(ft³/s) 
Gage height 

(ft) 

Dec 08 0800 *4,710 *8.54 
May 18 1800 3,000 7.30 

 

http://pubs.usgs.gov/wdr/2005/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=11480390
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2004 TO SEPTEMBER 2005 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 0.00 13 20 259 336 301 538 107 133 62 5.6 1.1 
2 0.00 11 18 202 270 392 448 90 122 56 5.2 1.0 
3 0.00 11 16 170 226 338 450 80 112 51 4.9 0.94 
4 0.00 12 14 150 196 301 481 84 103 47 4.5 0.95 
5 0.00 11 13 134 169 258 449 329 96 43 4.2 0.89 

6 0.00 9.6 93 127 141 222 398 400 92 41 4.0 0.86 
7 0.00 8.3 586 161 124 194 506 373 89 38 3.8 0.83 
8 0.00 7.3 2,820 221 105 172 734 742 109 36 3.6 0.78 
9 0.00 6.7 778 191 90 154 906 1,710 215 35 3.3 0.76 

10 0.00 8.7 341 203 78 137 772 1,300 148 33 3.1 0.75 

11 0.00 12 206 225 70 124 632 767 119 31 2.9 0.74 
12 0.00 17 138 210 63 112 533 571 103 30 2.8 0.73 
13 0.00 16 101 186 257 102 457 450 91 27 2.6 0.72 
14 0.00 14 77 162 480 91 377 355 82 25 2.5 0.69 
15 0.00 12 62 153 367 84 314 296 76 23 2.4 0.66 

16 0.00 11 51 343 307 77 265 284 78 21 2.3 0.63 
17 0.00 10 42 594 263 72 231 259 167 20 2.1 0.63 
18 0.00 9.5 36 630 232 69 199 1,890 333 18 2.1 0.57 
19 0.56 8.7 31 690 216 255 174 1,530 306 16 2.0 0.53 
20 0.36 8.0 27 666 392 1,060 152 869 249 15 1.9 0.46 

21 0.00 7.2 24 567 357 1,390 133 612 199 13 1.8 0.39 
22 0.00 6.6 21 477 296 1,310 121 489 167 12 1.7 0.32 
23 1.4 6.0 19 418 251 926 130 408 144 12 1.6 0.25 
24 0.56 5.6 17 401 214 688 127 347 126 10 1.5 0.18 
25 0.78 6.1 16 418 187 538 114 296 113 9.7 1.5 0.09 

26 71 7.2 23 1,130 168 437 101 255 102 9.1 1.4 0.05 
27 58 19 131 845 185 632 93 223 93 8.3 1.4 0.04 
28 36 31 264 1,290 304 1,140 99 198 84 7.7 1.3 0.00 
29 26 28 328 979 --- 1,140 90 178 77 7.3 1.3 0.00 
30 20 23 358 609 --- 905 84 162 69 7.2 1.2 0.00 
31 16 --- 307 430 --- 669 --- 146 --- 6.3 1.2 --- 

Total 230.66 356.5 6,978 13,241 6,344 14,290 10,108 15,800 3,997 770.6 81.7 16.54 
Mean 7.44 11.9 225 427 227 461 337 510 133 24.9 2.64 0.55 
Max 71 31 2,820 1,290 480 1,390 906 1,890 333 62 5.6 1.1 
Min 0.00 5.6 13 127 63 69 84 80 69 6.3 1.2 0.00 
Ac-ft 458 707 13,840 26,260 12,580 28,340 20,050 31,340 7,930 1,530 162 33 

 

 STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1980 - 2005, BY WATER YEAR (WY)                                  

  Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 4.89 147 470 618 627 482 261 129 45.6 7.27 1.08 0.78 
Max 57.6 741 1,684 1,887 2,136 1,299 878 510 229 25.0 4.87 12.2 
(WY) (1990) (1985) (1997) (1995) (1986) (1995) (1982) (2005) (1993) (1993) (1993) (1986) 
Min 0.00 0.00 8.08 28.5 85.3 38.6 32.0 20.4 4.25 1.15 0.00 0.00 
(WY) (1988) (1994) (1991) (1991) (1991) (1988) (1988) (1987) (2001) (2001) (1984) (1984) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2004 Water Year 2005 Water Years 1980 - 2005 

Annual total  71,980.01    72,214.00    
Annual mean  197    198    231   
Highest annual mean    419 1995  
Lowest annual mean    51.4 2001  
Highest daily mean  6,520 Feb 17   2,820 Dec   8   10,300 Jan   1, 1997  
Lowest daily mean  0.00 Aug   1   0.00 Oct   1   0.00 Oct   8, 1980  
Annual seven-day minimum  0.00 Aug   1   0.00 Oct   1   0.00 Sep 11, 1982  
Maximum peak flow   4,710 Dec   8   15,000 Feb 17, 1986  
Maximum peak stage   8.54 Dec   8   13.10 Jan 20, 1993  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  142,800    143,200    167,500   
10 percent exceeds  560    550    624   
50 percent exceeds  20    82    34   
90 percent exceeds  0.00    0.61    0.00   
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