
 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
U.S. Geological Survey 

 
Water-Data Report CA-2005

11446200 FOLSOM LAKE NEAR FOLSOM, CA
Sacramento River Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 38°42′29″, long 121°09′22″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in NW ¼ NE ¼ sec.24, T.10 N., R.7 E.,  Sacramento County, 
Hydrologic Unit 18020128, near center of dam on American River, 0.7 mi downstream from South Fork American River, and 2.3 mi northeast of Folsom. 

DRAINAGE AREA.—1,861 mi². 

WATER-STAGE RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--February 1955 to current year. Prior to October 1959, published as "Folsom Reservoir near Folsom." 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 1931: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is NGVD of 1929 (levels by U.S. Bureau of Reclamation). 

REMARKS.--Reservoir is formed by concrete gravity-type dam with rolled-earth-wing dams, auxiliary dams, and dikes, completed May 14, 1956; storage 
began Feb. 25, 1955. Total capacity, 1,010,300 acre-ft, between elevations 205.5 ft, invert of lower tier of river outlets, and 466.0 ft gross pool 
elevation, all of which are available for release. Spillway design flood pool elevation, 475.4 ft, capacity, 1,120,200 acre-ft. Records, including 
extremes, represent usable contents at 2400 hours. Total evaporation provided by U.S. Bureau of Reclamation; not reviewed by U.S. Geological 
Survey. See schematic diagram of lower Sacramento River Basin. 

COOPERATION.--Records provided by U.S. Bureau of Reclamation. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum contents, 1,024,400 acre-ft, June 15, 1963, elevation, 467.23 ft; minimum since storage pool first filled, 
140,600 acre-ft, Nov. 20, 21, 1977, elevation, 347.57 ft. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum contents, 970,400 acre-ft, June 12, elevation, 465.41 ft; minimum, 324,700 acre-ft, Dec. 6, elevation,  
391.36 ft. 

 

Capacity table (elevation, in feet, and contents, in acre-feet)  
(Based on survey by U.S. Bureau of Reclamation in 1992) 

Elevation Contents Elevation Contents Elevation Contents Elevation Contents 
345 123,600 370 210,500 400 376,900 460 908,400 
350 137,900 380 258,600 420 525,500 479 1,125,000 
360 170,600 390 314,100 440 703,800   

 

http://pubs.usgs.gov/wdr/2005/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=11446200
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RESERVOIR STORAGE, ACRE FEET 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2004 TO SEPTEMBER 2005 

DAILY OBSERVATION AT 2400 HOURS 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 376,300 354,000 326,200 402,900 586,700 612,200 676,500 834,500 955,200 932,500 842,900 741,000 
2 375,600 352,100 325,900 409,800 588,900 620,600 678,900 838,900 951,600 933,300 838,900 737,900 
3 375,000 350,500 325,300 416,600 591,300 626,600 683,500 843,100 947,000 932,500 835,200 734,200 
4 374,700 349,100 325,200 419,100 592,900 632,600 688,600 847,700 946,800 931,700 831,600 730,300 
5 373,800 347,500 324,800 421,000 595,000 637,100 695,200 852,900 948,900 930,200 828,700 726,100 

6 372,900 346,000 324,700 423,800 596,900 639,700 701,600 859,800 949,900 930,400 824,900 722,600 
7 372,500 343,900 325,400 427,300 598,700 642,300 708,800 865,800 948,200 927,900 822,100 719,200 
8 371,600 341,400 331,300 442,400 600,000 646,300 720,600 871,300 948,100 924,300 818,900 715,300 
9 368,500 340,300 338,000 456,400 600,700 649,500 728,600 886,500 956,500 921,200 815,100 711,400 

10 365,800 339,500 342,000 467,100 592,100 653,300 734,000 898,300 964,600 918,400 810,900 708,300 

11 363,600 340,300 343,900 485,600 583,500 654,600 741,500 905,900 970,300 915,300 806,400 704,700 
12 361,400 341,000 345,200 495,400 578,600 656,100 749,000 907,500 970,400 912,700 804,000 701,300 
13 359,000 341,300 346,000 502,000 577,500 657,800 754,800 905,700 970,200 910,900 800,600 698,100 
14 356,200 340,900 347,400 507,700 578,000 658,900 760,900 905,500 968,500 909,400 796,200 695,200 
15 353,200 340,300 348,200 512,300 580,800 659,100 765,900 906,800 966,700 907,100 792,200 693,700 

16 351,300 339,700 348,200 515,000 585,300 659,700 769,200 914,000 964,200 903,800 789,400 690,800 
17 349,600 337,700 348,500 518,600 590,900 659,300 772,700 916,800 962,400 901,200 787,300 688,600 
18 348,200 336,200 349,400 520,400 595,300 654,900 780,100 909,600 959,800 898,000 783,300 686,200 
19 349,100 335,200 350,400 522,900 597,800 646,800 786,100 927,600 955,500 894,900 779,100 683,700 
20 351,400 333,800 352,300 526,300 603,300 642,800 790,200 925,300 950,600 892,900 775,500 681,400 

21 352,200 332,400 352,400 529,300 597,300 640,800 794,000 917,600 944,100 889,000 772,000 677,700 
22 352,600 331,500 351,300 531,900 595,500 656,700 797,000 907,700 939,100 884,500 769,200 674,200 
23 352,300 330,300 351,700 535,700 595,500 697,000 799,300 903,000 935,000 880,500 767,000 670,700 
24 351,700 328,900 352,000 539,800 599,000 711,900 801,400 902,500 933,700 876,800 764,000 666,800 
25 351,700 327,700 351,800 543,600 600,500 702,200 806,200 904,800 933,900 873,800 760,900 663,400 

26 354,000 326,400 351,000 550,000 602,300 687,600 810,400 914,200 933,100 869,700 758,300 661,600 
27 355,700 327,300 350,800 556,900 604,500 671,600 814,700 928,200 932,700 865,200 754,800 659,500 
28 356,700 327,200 351,700 567,100 609,200 668,200 820,100 944,200 931,400 860,600 752,000 656,200 
29 356,900 326,900 354,100 574,200 --- 670,300 824,800 957,700 931,700 856,500 750,000 654,000 
30 356,500 326,500 368,800 578,600 --- 672,000 830,100 962,300 932,800 851,900 746,100 652,300 
31 355,400 --- 391,200 583,400 --- 673,900 --- 959,100 --- 847,400 743,100 --- 

Max 376,300 354,000 391,200 583,400 609,200 711,900 830,100 962,300 970,400 933,300 842,900 741,000 
Min 348,200 326,400 324,700 402,900 577,500 612,200 676,500 834,500 931,400 847,400 743,100 652,300 
Elevation, in feet, at end of month 
 396.31 391.65 401.75 426.56 429.50 436.58 452.38 464.40 462.01 454.04 443.78 434.26
Change in contents, in acre-feet 
 -21,000 -28,900 +64,700 +192,200 +25,800 +64,700 +156,200 +129,000 -26,300 -85,400 -104,300 -90,800 
Total evaporation, in acre-feet 
 1,956 732 589 514 922 2,247 3,164 4,185 5,280 7,752 7,022 4,076 

 

 Calendar Year 2004 Water Year 2005 

Change in contents, in acre-feet -141,300 +275,900 
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