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11444500 SOUTH FORK AMERICAN RIVER NEAR PLACERVILLE, CA
Sacramento River Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 38°46′16″, long 120°48′55″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in NE ¼ SW ¼ sec.25, T.11 N., R.10 E.,  El Dorado County, 
Hydrologic Unit 18020129, on right bank, 700 ft downstream from Chili Bar Dam, 0.5 mi upstream from Big Canyon, and 2.5 mi north of Placerville. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--598 mi². 

WATER-DISCHARGE RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--August 1911 to July 1920 (monthly discharge only for some periods, published in WSP 1315-A), July 1964 to current year. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 1931: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Elevation of gage is 925 ft above NGVD of 1929, from topographic map. Aug. 11, 1911, to July 31, 1920, nonrecording gage 
0.6 mi downstream at different datum. 

REMARKS.--Flow regulated by Chili Bar Reservoir, capacity, 3,700 acre-ft, Chili Bar Powerplant, and other storage and powerplants (see station 11443500). 
See schematic diagrams of South Fork American River Basin and lower Sacramento River Basin. 

COOPERATION.--Records provided by Pacific Gas and Electric Co., under general supervision of the U.S. Geological Survey, in connection with Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission project no. 2155. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 71,000 ft³/s, Jan. 2, 1997, gage height unknown, on basis of computations of flow over dam, 
maximum gage height, 17.4 ft, from floodmarks, datum then in use, Dec. 23, 1964; minimum daily, 0.2 ft³/s, Nov. 12, 1964. 

 

http://pubs.usgs.gov/wdr/2005/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=11444500
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2004 TO SEPTEMBER 2005 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 516 404 261 1,200 941 1,520 3,110 3,360 5,760 1,990 943 1,360 
2 488 351 287 1,450 1,650 1,930 2,310 3,020 5,670 2,630 1,090 776 
3 523 442 301 1,220 1,750 1,720 2,330 2,890 5,220 2,240 1,010 707 
4 254 326 307 610 1,500 2,250 3,050 2,380 4,870 2,410 1,010 734 
5 141 341 223 649 1,750 1,890 3,200 3,260 5,300 1,910 1,720 1,050 

6 244 407 174 1,480 1,310 836 2,640 3,430 4,900 2,430 1,220 1,260 
7 528 204 218 1,370 1,380 1,660 2,880 3,470 4,360 1,400 1,850 810 
8 310 206 720 2,540 1,380 2,100 3,890 3,140 3,910 1,100 1,320 642 
9 514 207 450 2,440 1,760 1,570 1,170 4,120 5,310 1,340 1,060 518 

10 200 268 231 2,500 1,730 1,840 2,380 4,060 4,770 1,470 747 567 

11 319 299 213 2,680 1,940 1,040 3,300 3,960 4,770 1,120 1,050 616 
12 435 318 207 1,680 1,730 1,720 2,900 2,280 4,570 1,780 1,450 669 
13 462 328 328 1,600 1,070 1,350 2,710 3,760 4,560 1,470 641 590 
14 201 415 721 1,660 1,810 2,020 2,980 3,550 3,890 1,600 750 446 
15 200 208 264 1,390 1,830 1,590 2,690 3,900 3,960 1,570 626 451 

16 417 208 298 240 1,860 1,650 2,320 4,040 3,950 1,420 1,930 468 
17 198 208 489 1,590 2,180 1,810 2,260 5,460 4,040 1,430 1,020 553 
18 735 205 849 994 1,550 1,160 3,670 5,510 3,960 1,150 526 1,050 
19 758 206 1,190 1,010 1,020 1,500 3,110 6,510 3,690 1,700 524 866 
20 1,070 206 914 843 643 1,430 2,910 6,790 3,730 1,550 756 551 

21 727 208 560 1,000 1,180 2,460 3,010 6,300 2,920 629 812 132 
22 669 213 447 1,130 2,250 3,020 2,250 5,770 2,550 689 1,790 131 
23 811 246 613 1,310 2,380 5,170 1,280 5,920 2,680 1,750 1,310 133 
24 829 259 594 1,560 1,710 4,360 2,430 5,890 2,450 980 1,140 134 
25 642 277 662 1,020 1,270 2,780 2,900 5,660 2,340 1,730 1,190 132 

26 1,130 285 591 1,190 1,060 1,900 2,890 6,420 2,170 692 1,260 1,370 
27 879 391 717 1,410 1,280 1,140 3,090 6,360 1,570 904 1,020 644 
28 831 280 698 2,060 1,130 3,290 2,950 6,520 1,300 937 1,140 539 
29 684 241 474 721 --- 3,640 3,150 6,260 2,640 814 1,150 1,180 
30 565 399 1,380 1,110 --- 3,070 2,920 5,600 2,220 1,100 1,170 1,200 
31 584 --- 2,050 991 --- 3,020 --- 5,590 --- 752 1,220 --- 

Total 16,864 8,556 17,431 42,648 43,044 66,436 82,680 145,180 114,030 44,687 34,445 20,279 
Mean 544 285 562 1,376 1,537 2,143 2,756 4,683 3,801 1,442 1,111 676 
Max 1,130 442 2,050 2,680 2,380 5,170 3,890 6,790 5,760 2,630 1,930 1,370 
Min 141 204 174 240 643 836 1,170 2,280 1,300 629 524 131 
Ac-ft 33,450 16,970 34,570 84,590 85,380 131,800 164,000 288,000 226,200 88,640 68,320 40,220 

 

 STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1965 - 2005, BY WATER YEAR (WY)                                  

  Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 510 739 1,228 1,758 1,753 1,903 2,025 2,533 1,988 1,166 957 829 
Max 935 3,806 5,386 9,673 6,613 5,561 5,382 6,159 6,496 3,648 1,719 1,401 
(WY) (1984) (1984) (1965) (1997) (1986) (1983) (1982) (1995) (1983) (1983) (1998) (1995) 
Min 126 106 320 188 125 124 255 295 228 88.2 142 206 
(WY) (2002) (1978) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (2001) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2004 Water Year 2005 Water Years 1965 - 2005 

Annual total  344,652    636,280    
Annual mean  942    1,743    1,447   
Highest annual mean    3,275 1983  
Lowest annual mean    224 1977  
Highest daily mean  3,100 Feb 26   6,790 May 20   57,100 Jan   2, 1997  
Lowest daily mean  141 Oct   5   131 Sep 22   0.20 Nov 12, 1964  
Annual seven-day minimum  207 Nov 15   207 Nov 15   20 Feb 11, 1977  
Maximum peak flow   7,750 May 20   71,000 Jan   2, 1997  
Maximum peak stage   9.21 May 20   17.40 Dec 23, 1964  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  683,600    1,262,000    1,049,000   
10 percent exceeds  1,560    3,950    3,220   
50 percent exceeds  889    1,280    1,000   
90 percent exceeds  286    273    329   

 

O N D 
2004 

J F M A M J J A S
2005

100

200

500

1,000

2,000

5,000

10,000

D
IS

C
H

A
R

G
E

, I
N

 C
U

B
IC

 F
E

E
T 

P
E

R
 S

E
C

O
N

D
 

 


