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11403500 BUCKS LAKE NEAR BUCKS LODGE, CA
Sacramento River Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 39°53′45″, long 121°12′08″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in SE ¼ NW ¼ sec.33, T.24 N., R.7 E.,  Plumas County, 
Hydrologic Unit 18020121, Plumas National Forest, in outlet structure, 100 ft upstream from dam on Bucks Creek, 2.0 mi northwest of Bucks Lodge, 
and 15 mi west of Quincy. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--28.6 mi². 

WATER-STAGE RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--Water years 1927-28 (year-end contents only, published in WSP 1315-A), October 1928 to current year. Prior to October 1954, 
published as "Bucks Creek Reservoir near Bucks Ranch". 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is 3.50 ft below NGVD of 1929 (levels by Feather River Power Co.). 

REMARKS.--Reservoir is formed by concrete-faced, rockfill dam, completed in 1927; storage began in May 1927. Capacity, 101,400 acre-ft, between 
elevations 5,064.75 ft, sill of outlet gate, and 5,154.85 ft, spillway crest. Storage of 274 acre-ft is not available for release. Released water flows 
down Bucks Creek to Lower Bucks Lake (station 11403520), where most of the water is diverted to Bucks Creek Tunnel or Grizzly Powerplant (station 
11404240), which discharges into Grizzly Creek. Figures given, including extremes, represent total contents at 2400 hours. See schematic diagram of 
North Fork Feather River Basin. 

COOPERATION.--Records were collected by Pacific Gas and Electric Company, under general supervision of the U.S. Geological Survey, in connection with 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission project no. 619. Contents not rounded to U.S. Geological Survey standards. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum contents, 107,278 acre-ft, May 17, 1996, elevation, 5,157.9 ft; minimum, 12,330 acre-ft, Feb. 27, 1929, 
elevation, 5,090.7 ft. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum contents, 105,033 acre-ft, June 11, 12, elevation, 5,156.69 ft; minimum, 47,351 acre-ft, Jan. 25, elevation, 
5,121.35 ft. 

 

Capacity table (elevation, in feet, and contents, in acre-feet) 
(Based on survey by Feather River Power Co. in 1927) 

Elevation Contents Elevation Contents Elevation Contents 
5,090 11,742 5,110 32,519 5,140 75,894 
5,095 16,183 5,120 45,472 5,150 92,950 
5,100 21,180 5,130 59,997 5,160 111,220 

 

http://pubs.usgs.gov/wdr/2005/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=11403500
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RESERVOIR STORAGE, ACRE FEET 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2004 TO SEPTEMBER 2005 

DAILY OBSERVATION AT 2400 HOURS 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 76,308 71,293 61,194 51,767 47,756 51,434 59,527 69,392 102,843 102,861 94,791 83,427 
2 76,060 70,905 60,765 51,550 47,868 51,622 59,800 69,811 103,337 102,788 94,278 83,274 
3 75,977 71,050 60,381 51,202 47,910 51,420 60,243 70,262 103,667 102,659 94,101 82,815 
4 75,796 70,953 59,997 50,816 48,007 51,521 60,489 70,969 103,796 102,549 93,658 82,679 
5 75,304 70,712 59,543 50,445 48,118 51,680 60,688 71,844 103,851 102,256 93,322 82,425 

6 74,811 70,487 59,300 50,059 48,257 51,738 60,964 72,621 103,888 101,853 92,845 82,206 
7 74,679 70,294 59,148 49,958 48,357 51,883 61,362 73,339 103,888 101,708 92,229 81,818 
8 74,482 69,972 59,269 49,757 48,428 52,056 61,825 74,679 104,405 101,562 92,124 81,649 
9 74,008 69,521 59,087 49,446 48,527 52,344 62,073 76,027 104,959 101,507 91,702 81,142 

10 73,470 69,249 58,813 49,193 48,456 52,560 62,289 76,738 105,014 101,161 91,175 81,007 

11 73,421 68,818 58,478 48,995 48,285 52,790 62,568 77,333 105,033 101,143 91,000 80,839 
12 73,454 68,419 58,148 48,598 48,371 53,064 62,784 78,048 105,033 101,016 90,686 80,604 
13 73,274 67,955 57,833 48,598 48,655 53,323 62,954 78,747 104,996 100,815 90,232 80,219 
14 72,801 67,542 57,501 48,627 48,854 53,460 63,202 79,549 104,922 100,396 89,691 80,102 
15 72,395 67,225 57,018 48,271 49,037 53,688 63,468 80,705 104,811 99,906 89,377 79,884 

16 72,362 67,083 56,706 48,090 49,150 53,870 63,780 82,307 104,848 99,436 89,203 79,297 
17 72,850 66,813 56,304 48,090 49,277 54,022 64,092 83,291 104,904 99,346 88,891 78,814 
18 72,882 66,337 55,946 48,202 49,418 54,181 64,466 87,075 104,830 99,129 88,371 78,331 
19 73,486 66,163 55,603 48,243 49,700 54,805 64,653 89,953 104,682 98,803 87,955 78,115 
20 73,600 65,708 55,201 48,285 49,930 55,342 64,858 91,579 104,553 98,406 87,471 77,848 

21 73,421 65,236 54,777 48,118 50,073 55,707 65,141 92,774 104,387 97,938 86,868 77,383 
22 72,980 64,889 54,408 47,812 50,274 56,364 65,503 93,977 104,202 97,364 86,679 77,300 
23 72,899 64,450 54,006 47,603 50,417 56,810 66,084 95,201 103,999 97,256 86,161 76,705 
24 72,948 64,014 53,642 47,603 50,531 57,003 66,464 96,306 103,777 97,077 85,955 76,192 
25 72,817 63,640 53,262 47,351 50,659 57,230 66,782 97,436 103,741 96,646 85,955 76,043 

26 72,686 63,202 52,820 47,505 50,787 57,426 67,178 98,623 103,429 96,199 85,801 75,648 
27 72,654 62,876 52,637 47,840 51,043 58,043 67,605 99,707 103,319 96,003 85,390 75,451 
28 72,459 62,475 52,358 48,035 51,187 58,493 68,019 100,469 103,081 96,003 84,928 75,205 
29 72,087 62,104 52,200 48,229 --- 58,859 68,483 101,088 103,099 95,932 84,551 74,762 
30 71,941 61,654 52,171 48,160 --- 59,102 68,914 102,036 102,843 95,522 84,022 74,219 
31 71,779 --- 51,969 47,854 --- 59,361 --- 102,476 --- 95,362 83,512 --- 

Max 76,308 71,293 61,194 51,767 51,187 59,361 68,914 102,476 105,033 102,861 94,791 83,427 
Min 71,779 61,654 51,969 47,351 47,756 51,420 59,527 69,392 102,843 95,362 83,512 74,219 
Elevation, in feet, at end of month 

 5,137.48 5,131.08 5,124.60 5,121.71 5,124.06 5,129.58 5,135.70 5,155.30 5,155.50 5,151.36 5,144.55 5,138.98
Change in contents, in acre-feet 
 -4,579 -10,125 -9,685 -4,115 +3,333 +8,174 +9,553 +33,562 +367 -7,481 -11,850 -9,293 

 

 Calendar Year 2004 Water Year 2005 

Max 102,531 105,033 
Min 50,030 47,351 
Change in contents, in acre-feet -1,734 -2,139 
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